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SECTION 1:  ACADEMIC BOARD COURSE PROPOSAL 
 
PART 1:  OVERVIEW OF PROPOSAL 
 
Faculty: Medicine 
Department/School presenting the proposal:  
STI Research Centre, Western Clinical School 
 
Academic Proponent Dr Richard Hillman Ext. No: 9845 6276 
Email: r.hillman@usyd.edu.au 
 
Faculty Contact person: Dr Jennifer Nicholls Ext. No: 18676   
Email: jnicholls@med.usyd.edu.au 
 
 
Date course approved by Faculty:   
 
1.1.1. Type of proposal:  New  

Amended  
 
1.1.2. Type of course:  

Postgraduate coursework  
Postgraduate research  
Other  - Double, sequential degree (not a combination degree) 

 
1.1.3. Name of award course(s) 
 

Master of Medicine (Sexually Transmitted Diseases/HIV)/Master of Philosophy  
Master of Science in Medicine (Sexually Transmitted Diseases /HIV)/Master of 
Philosophy 
 
Name of amended award course/s:  
 
Master of Medicine (Sexually Transmitted Diseases /HIV) 
Master of Science in Medicine (Sexually Transmitted Diseases /HIV) 
Graduate Diploma in Medicine (Sexually Transmitted Diseases /HIV) 
Graduate Diploma of Science in Medicine (Sexually Transmitted Diseases /HIV) 

 
1.1.4. Abbreviated name 

 
MMed(STD/HIV)/MPhil 
MScMed(STD/HIV)/MPhil 
 
MMed(STD/HIV) 
MScMed(STD/HIV) 
 
GradDipMed(STD/HIV) 
GradDipMed(STD/HIV) 
 

1.1.5. Date of introduction or deletion 
 
Introduced: Year 2010  Semester 1 

 
1.1.6 Availability to students 
   

  Fee-paying local students    Full-time  
         Part-time  



  Fee-paying international students   Full-time  
         Part-time  

Part-time international enrolments for those on spouse visas or others that allow part-time 
enrolment. 

  Research Training Scheme   (PG Research students only) 
 
 
SECTION 1 : ACADEMIC BOARD COURSE PROPOSAL 
 
PART 2:  DETAILS FOR ASSESSMENT OF PROPOSAL  
 
1.2.1 Purpose of the proposal 
To amend and enhance the existing 72 credit point (CP) program in STD/HIV to keep it ahead of 
competitors in Australia and overseas.  
 
We are requesting that the current Master of Medicine/Master of Science in Medicine (STD/HIV) 
of 72 CP be amended as follows: 

• Amend the Master of Medicine and Master of Science in Medicine (STD/HIV) to remove 
the requirement for the 24 credit points of research, leaving the 48 CP of coursework  

 
• Amend the Graduate Diploma of Medicine and the Graduate Diploma of Science in 

Medicine (STD/HIV) from 48 CP to 36 CP in line with the above change 
 

• The existing core subject of SEXH5100 Social & Policy Aspects of Sexual Health  (4 
credit points) will be reduced in scope to a new unit 2 credit of study entitled “Sex & 
Society”.   

• There will be an expansion in the number of Faculty of Medicine electives available, 
provided from both within and outside the department 

• Create a double degree of the above amended 48 credit point Master of Medicine/Master 
of Science in Medicine (STD/HIV) and the research Master of Philosophy. 

 
1.2.2 Justification for proposal 

 
The current program in Sexually Transmitted Disease and HIV (STD/HIV), comprising a Master 
of Medicine and a Master of Science in Medicine is globally recognized as a leader in the field, 
and is attractive to both local and international students. It has been running for a number of 
years. During this period there have been substantial changes in the students, their learning 
needs, the educational content, modes of delivery and assessment methods.  
 
The proposed double Masters program offers a great opportunity to widen the potential market 
and expand student numbers. It would also strengthen the research portfolio of the University, 
channelling the academically strongest students into MPhil candidatures. In this manner, a clear 
possible pathway would be developed from coursework Masters, to MPhil and ultimately to a 
PhD. 
 
There are few differences between the Master of Medicine (MMed) and Master of Science in 
Medicine (MScMed) program. An MBBS or equivalent is required for admission to the MMed, 
and only students enrolled in the Master of Medicine undertake clinical placements, which only 
comprise 6 CP.  MScMed students undertake equivalent laboratory placements. The existing 
STD/HIV program consists of 48 CP of coursework and a 24 CP research treatise for the 
Masters. Associated 48CP graduate diplomas exist but are used as exit points for those students 
unable to successfully complete the treatise. 
 
 
The STD/HIV program has been running since 1987. Since then, 92 students have been enrolled 
into the program (58% local & 42% international). 63 students have completed the required 
coursework. 
 



Apart from two units of study (UoS) offered by the School of Public Health, the rest of the face-to-
face teaching is undertaken by guest lecturers who are generally experts with national or 
international reputation, who donate their time. The ability to offer students exposure to these 
people is a major drawcard, and these lecturers, in turn, benefit by having access for recruitment 
purposes to students whose level of ability and standard of education they have detailed 
knowledge of. They also benefit by ensuring that their profession has well-trained, competent 
people entering it.   
 
The proposed changes could potentially increase the attractiveness of the course to several 
markets: 
 
i)  Advanced Training for the Fellowship of the Chapter of Sexual Health Medicine of the Royal 

Australasian College of Physicians (RACP). Many UoS of the course are recognized as 
counting towards this training program. Attached is a letter of support for these changes 
from the RACP. It should be noted that the Academic Proponent of this document also 
serves as Chair of the Education Committee of the Chapter of Sexual Health Medicine. 

 
ii)  Medical specialists from other areas (such as Infectious Diseases and Immunology) are 

taking several of the constituent UoS as part of their training. This possibility would be 
enhanced because of the increased flexibility and breadth of the proposed developments. 

 
iii)  Advanced nurses, laboratory scientists and Public Health practitioners are increasingly 

interested in the area of expertise. The double degree, in particular, has the potential to 
attract greater numbers of research students in the area. 

 
iv)  The evolving epidemics of both HIV and other STIs, particularly in resource-poor settings, 

has led to an increased attractiveness of the course to overseas students. Discussions with 
the International Office, and AusAID indicate that their markets would be particularly 
interested in the double degree.  

 
Local students who undertake the double degree would have the benefit of an RTS place, 
increasing the attractiveness of the double degree for this sector of the market and the 
coursework-only degree would be attractive to those previously turned off by the large treatise 
component. Thus both options provide greater benefits for Australia through better skilled 
workers in the area. 
 
A Google search using ‘STD postgraduate course’ lists the MMed(STD/HIV) first of 130,000 
links. A Google search using ‘HIV postgraduate course’ lists the MMed(STD/HIV) third of 62,100 
links (search performed on 13th February 2009). 
 
We are requesting that the current Master of Medicine and Master of Science in Medicine 
(STD/HIV) of 72CP be amended as follows: 

• Amend the Master of Medicine and Master of Science in Medicine (STD/HIV) to remove 
the requirement for the 24 CP of research, leaving the 48 CP of coursework without other 
changes 

• Create a double degree of the above amended 48 credit point Master of Medicine and 
Master of Science in Medicine (STD/HIV) and the research Master of Philosophy 
undertaken sequentially 

• Amend the requirements for award of the existing Graduate Diploma of Medicine and the 
Graduate Diploma of Science in Medicine (STD/HIV) from 48 CP to 36 CP. 

 
As the coursework masters can be taken full-time for one year face-to-face, both local students 
and International students on student visas would enrol either in the new Coursework Masters or 
in the double degree.   Enrolments in the double degree would thus grow research load in line 
with University and faculty objectives.  This increased flexibility is in line with the strategic plans 
of the University and Faculty of Medicine. 
 
The admission criteria for the STD/HIV program and the Master of Philosophy are essentially 
identical. Regardless of the stream, the Master of Medicine requires an MBBS and the Master of 
Science in Medicine a bachelor’s degree with first or second class honours, or a bachelor’s 



degree without first or second class honours but where the applicant has either completed 
equivalent work or passed one or more preliminary examinations as prescribed by the faculty.  
The MPhil requires a bachelor’s degree with first or second class honours, a degree the faculty 
considers equivalent, or a bachelor’s degree without first or second class honours but where the 
applicant has passed one or more preliminary examinations as prescribed by the faculty.  Thus 
there is no conflict between the admission criteria for the two degrees.  However, a higher 
standard than required by the Faculty resolutions is proposed as this reflects the limited capacity 
of the department to support less strong candidates. Improved resourcing of the department 
would potentially allow us to eventually align the entrance requirements more closely to Faculty 
resolutions.  The proposal is that Candidates may only progress to the MPhil degree with the 
approval of the Course Coordinator, and this would normally be granted under the following 
conditions: 

• A score of at least 65% in the proposed “Thesis Development in STD/HIV” unit of study, 
and 

• Successful completion of coursework, with an average mark of at least 65%. 
Between 2004 and 2008, a total of 26 students completed the coursework component of the 
STD/HIV degree program. A total of 8 (31%) achieved an average result of > 75% and 12 (46%) 
achieved an average result of > 70%. There was also one student who achieved an average of 
69% and one who achieved an average of 68%.  Hence the restrictions proposed above would 
allow approximately the top 50% of students to progress to the MPhil. 
 
Students in the double degree will be required to adhere to all the requirements of the MPhil, 
including enrolling and passing a 6CP unit of study in Research Methods and Ethics during their 
first semester of enrolment in the MPhil, probation at the end of 12 months candidature including 
a presentation to their peers/research group, and annual progress reports including interviews 
due on 1 November each year.   The normal degree duration for the MPhil, being 1-2 years, will 
be open to all students, although the CRICOS registration for the double degree will be set at 2 
years. Any student who has not completed their MPhil after one year of enrolment full-time can 
continue their enrolment for a further period. International students on student visas will have to 
apply for a visa extension. 
 
The examination of the treatise was handled by the course coordinator and his staff, but the 
examination of the MPhil theses submitted by double degree students will be administered by the 
Postgraduate Student Administration Unit for the Faculties of Dentistry, Medicine and Pharmacy, 
under the regulations of the MPhil, including two examiners, with one external to the Faculty. The 
rest of the procedures for examining MPhil thesis “shall follow closely the examination process 
as stipulated by the Resolutions of the Academic Board for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy”, 
item 14.1 of the faculty resolutions. The University of Sydney has an outstanding reputation in 
the subject areas of these degrees, and access to appropriate supervisors is highly likely. 
 
This structure has an additional benefit.  Currently, if students don’t pass the treatise component 
then they fail the entire degree.  With the new structure, students who don’t pass the MPhil can 
still exit with the coursework master’s degree, so have not wasted their time, efforts and fees.  
Advice from the International Office is that as long as international students on student visas 
remain enrolled in the double degree and only exit at graduation with the coursework degree, 
where necessary, then the students are in compliance with their visa regulations.   
 
International students on student visas will not be allowed to progress from the coursework 
Masters to the MPhil until they have completed the requirements of the coursework degree (see 
above). Suitably qualified students could transfer full-time from MPhil to the PhD with the 
relevant CRICOS code and not be in breach of their visa requirements.  This will require a new 
electronic confirmation of enrolment as is required on transfer from the MPhil to PhD. 
 
Again, the flexibility of transfer to the coursework masters only or to the PhD is in line with 
University and faculty strategic plans. 
 
The learning and teaching objectives of the proposed course remain the same, and the change 
does not affect other courses offered by the University. 
 
The Faculty’s strategic plan includes the following: 



• “Further improve coursework students’ satisfaction with their experience in the Faculty.” 
• “Positive feedback from graduates and employers that graduates are well-equipped for 

their professional roles.” 
• “Maintain our position as Australia’s leading provider of graduate and postgraduate 

education in medicine and public health.” 
 
We believe this proposal will assist with these objectives. There is the potential for more local 
students to enrol which will improve the skills in this area hence increasing employer’s 
satisfaction with employees.  The course has been the only one of its kind in Australia for some 
years, although the University of Melbourne and the University of Wollongong have been 
developing new courses. Internationally, our main competitor is the University of London. We 
believe that the proposed developments will significantly increase our ability to effectively 
compete against these instutions.   
 
The double degree will not change applicants’ eligibility for scholarships currently available to 
them, but it will improve their chances of obtaining a scholarship if they progress on to PhD. 

 
1.2.3 Benchmarking, market research and analysis  

1.2.3.1 Benchmarking: 
The current potential competitors are: 
Local Competitors 

1. University of Melbourne Post-Graduate Certificate in Public Health (Sexual Health) or 
Masters of Public Health http://www.sph.unimelb.edu.au/postgrad. This has a more 
Public Health focus than the Sydney degree. and is only offered at graduate certificate 
level, not Masters.  

2. Wollongong University Graduate Certificate in HIV 
http://www.sesiahs.health.nsw.gov.au/albionstcentre/education/gradcertHIV.asp. This is a 
new venture, specifically targeting nurses in Sexual Health/HIV 

3. The University of Sydney Graduate Program in Sexual Health largely supplies a different 
market – targeting allied health professions http://www.usyd.edu.au/sexualhealth/ 

 
Overseas Competitors 

1. MSc in Sexually Transmitted Infections and HIV – University College London 
http://www.lshtm.ac.uk/prospectus/masters/msstih.html. This is a long–established 
course with an excellent reputation, drawing on considerable local expertise. To date, it 
does not appear to have embraced newer educational technologies. 

2. Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine is proposing to start an MSc in International Sexual 
& Reproductive Health 
http://www.liverpool.ac.uk/lstm/learning_teaching/masters/isrh/index.htm. This school has 
a long history of providing courses in the area, but discontinued several years ago. It 
appears to have re-started in 2008. 

3. The University of Nairobi 
www.uonbi.ac.ke/colleges/chs/schoolmedicine/brochures/PGDSTI.pdf. No details are 
available at present. 
1.2.3.2 Market research and analysis: 
 
Currently enrolled and recently graduated students in the STD/HIV program responded to 
a survey.  The responses indicate a strong degree of support from this cohort for the 
proposal.  Further details are given in appendix 11. 
 
1.2.3.3 Summary table of competitive offerings to proposed award course: 

 
Institute Competitive offering Additional 

information 
University of Melbourne Postgraduate Certificate in 

Public Health or 
Masters of Public Health 

This has a more Public 
Health focus than the 
Sydney degree. 

University of Wollongong Graduate Certificate in 
HIV 

This is a new venture, 
specifically targeting 



nurses in Sexual 
Health/HIV 

University of Sydney Graduate Program in 
Sexual Health 

This program largely 
supplies a different 
market – targeting 
allied health 
professions 

University of London MSc in Sexually 
Transmitted Infections & 
HIV 

This is a long-
established course with 
an excellent reputation, 
drawing on 
considerable local 
expertise. To date, it 
does not appear to 
have embraced newer 
educational 
technologies. 

University of Liverpool  Proposed start of MSc 
in International Sexual 
& Reproductive Health 

University of Nairobi PG Diploma in Sexually 
Transmitted Infection 

Not a Masters 
No research 
component 
Only open to medics 
University of Nairobi is 
a less well established 
provider in comparison 
to USyd 

 
1.2.3.4 Estimated student demand 

 
Estimated student demand 2009 2010 2011 
Local fee-paying 4 5 6 
International fee-paying 6 7 8 
Estimated Total EFTSU 10 12 14 
Lowest EFTSU for which course would be 
run 

6 6 6 

 
 

Estimated full-time and part-time 
Students 

2009 2010 2011 

Estimated number of Full-time students 6 8 9 
Estimated number of Part-time students 8 10 10 

 
Impact on students currently enrolled: Students currently enrolled in the existing 
course will be given the option of transferring with full credit to the amended course 
or remaining in the existing course. 

 
Enrolment Quotas: 
Will quotas be set for the proposed award course or for any units of study within the 
award course? 
 
For local fee-paying students 
Yes   No  
 
For international fee-paying students 
Yes   No  

 
1.2.4 Consultation and external references 



 
Consultees Date of 

consultatio
n 

Method of 
consultation 

Type of supporting 
evidence provided 

Faculty Review, including 
external assessor of Dr 
David Templeton from the 
National Centre of HIV 
Epidemiology & Clinical 
Research and Royal Prince 
Alfred Hospital 

November 
2008 

Formal report 
and review by 
visiting 
committee 

See attached report 

Chapter of Sexual Health 
Medicine of the Royal 
Australasian College of 
Physicians (RACP). 

March 2009 Circulation of 
proposal  

Please refer to Appendix 9 

International Office  Meetings and 
phone 
discussions 

 

Current students in the 
course 

 Survey Survey report attached. 
Please refer to Appendix 
11 

Faculty of Nursing and 
Midwifery 
Dean: Jill White                 
jill.white@usyd.edu.au 
Acting Student 
Administration Manager:  
Penny Andreou  
p.andreou@usyd.edu.au     
Faculty Manager: Kylie 
Mayes  k.mayes@usyd.edu.
au 
 
 

Emailed 
draft 
proposal for 
comments 
14/2/09 

Review of draft 
proposal  

Responses to be added 
here 

Faculty of Health Sciences 
Dean: Gwynnyth 
Llewellyn       
FHS.Dean@usyd.edu.au      
Manager, Faculty 
Services:  Bharati 
Jayachandran    
B.Jayachandran@usyd.edu
.au 
Executive Director, Faculty 
Services: Scott Avery     
FHS.ExecutiveDirector@us
yd.edu.au     
Patricia Weerakoon 

Emailed 
draft 
proposal for 
comments 
14/2/09 

Review of draft 
proposal 

Please refer to Appendix 
10 

Faculties of Dentistry and 
Pharmacy 

4 March 
2009 

Combined 
Board of 
Postgraduate 
Studies 
meetings 

Excerpt of minutes of 
meetings attached 

 
 
 
 



1.2.5 Course structure 
1.2.5.1 
Award course Length of 

candidature 
Type of enrolment 

 (years) Full-time Part-time 
Minimum 2 As for 

each 
individual 
degree 

Double degree 

Maximum 4 As for 
each 

individual 
degree 

Minimum 1 2 MMed(STD/HIV)/MScMed(STD/HIV) 
Maximum 2 4 
Minimum 1 2 GradDip(STD/HIV)/MScMed(STD/HIV)
Maximum 1 3 

 
 

1.2.5.2 Minimum credit points required for completion of qualification:  
MMed(STD/HIV)/MPhil        48 CP and completion of MPhil thesis 
MScMed(STD/HIV)/MPhil    48 CP and completion of MPhil thesis 

 
MMed(STD/HIV)                  48 CP 
MScMed(STD/HIV)              48 CP 
 
GradDipMed(STD/HIV)         36 CP 
GradDipScMed(STD/HIV)     36 CP 
 
1.2.5.3 Mode of delivery: Face-to-face teaching  Distance education  
     Offshore delivery   

Please provide justification Face-to-face allows for interaction between students 
and lecturers. Our students enjoy and benefit from this immediate mode of 
teaching. Further it allows us to offer clinical and laboratory placements which 
offer experiences that can not be obtained through distance education. A wide 
range of resources are available via associated eLearning sites for each UoS. A 
few units are available as either face-to-face or online, such as the PUBH units, 
but international students will be able to take at least 75% of their units each 
semester as face-to-face. 

 
1.2.5.4 Does the course involve clinical or industrial placement/experience? 
  Yes   No  

If Yes, please provide details: 
Students in the Master of Medicine degree undertake a clinical placement of 6 
CP.  Students in the Master of Science in Medicine degree undertake a laboratory 
placement of 6 CP.  

 
1.2.5.5 Please indicate what processes are in place to guarantee the quality of academic 

staffing, available resources for teaching and provision of adequate curriculum 
delivery, assessment and authentication of student work. 

 
Lecturers are carefully chosen for their expertise and teaching ability. The whole 
process of curriculum and delivery and assessment is overseen by the 
department. Each year the course content and student progress is reviewed by 
the department. Resources include access to the postgraduate facilities at the STI 
Research Centre, Westmead, which is equipped with computers, scanner and 
copier. In addition most textbooks, lecture notes and extensive resources via 
WebCT are provided free of charge to the students. A highly supportive, 



independent review of the existing MMed(STD/HIV) program was conducted in 
2008 (please see attached report).  

 
Authentication of student work is compulsory. A Student Plagiarism: course work 
policy and procedure compliance statement will be completed by students. For 
those assessment tasks which do not require unique data collection or analysis 
work, electronic copies of assignments will be submitted to authentication 
software, currently “Turnitin”.  
 
1.2.6 Assessment procedures 

 
Proposed 

assessment regime 
Proportion of assessment 

regime (%) 
Use of external 

assessors/examiners 
(Yes/No) 

(if yes, please provide 
details) 

MPhil – research 100% with barrier of 6CP 
research methods in first 

semester 

At least one examiner 
external to the faculty 

MMed/MScMed   
   Assignments 24% No 
   MCQs 22% No 
   Written Exams 43%  
   Oral presentations 7% No 
   Online discussion 4% No 

 
Please provide justification  
This assessment regime for the STD/HIV program was developed over years and has 
recently been endorsed by the review of the program. 
 

1.2.7 Student workload 
1.2.7.1 
Expected workload Total time expected (per credit point)
Lectures 0.5 hours/week 
Tutorials 0.25 hours/week 
Practical experience 0.25 hours/week 
Independent study 0.75 hours/week 
Reading and work for assessment 0.25 hours/week 
Others (please specify):  

  
Please note that this follows the University guidelines of allocating two hours of learning 
activities per week per credit point 

 
1.2.7.2 Provide an indication of how the academic course load including the weight given 

to any dissertation component compare with other similar course loads in the 
faculty/college/university. 
 
The 48-CP coursework component for the master’s by coursework is similar to 
most coursework master’s degrees within the Faculty of Medicine and many in 
other faculties as well. 

 
1.2.7.3 What load for HECS and student load purposes should be given to each of the 

constituent parts or units making up the award course? 
 

For the double degree, 50% to the MPhil and 50% to the master’s by coursework. 
 
1.2.8 Attributes of graduates 

In addition to the standard generic attributes for graduates we require our students to 
think independently, to question existing knowledge, to work effectively as a group of 



divergent people from different cultural backgrounds and to be tolerant of others’ views. 
We strive to provide an environment that promotes lifelong learning and encouragement 
along a research pathway in their careers. 

 
1.2.9 Transitional arrangements (for continuing students) 

 
Last year of student intake under existing Resolutions:  Local students: 2009 
             International students: 2009 
 
Provisions in place for students enrolled under existing Resolutions: Currently enrolled 
students who complete by 31 March 2010 will remain in existing resolutions. 
 
Currently enrolled students who do not complete will be informed and allowed to apply for 
transfer to either the double degree or the coursework masters or to remain in the 
existing resolutions to completion.  Applications to transfer to the coursework degree will 
be accepted with full credit for the coursework completed at the time of transfer.  
Applications to transfer to the double degree will be assessed on their weighted 
coursework component before being permitted to progress to the level of a Master of 
Philosophy. Students who have commenced their treatise but not yet submitted it, and 
are accepted into the MPhil because their treatise can be expanded and developed to 
MPhil standard, will be given a time credit for the work undertaken toward the treatise and 
the treatise units graded DNF as they have not had the treatise assessed but have 
upgraded. Students who have attempted both treatise units but opt for the 48CP 
coursework masters without completing the treatise units will have an absent fail grade 
against the treatise as they could have submitted by this stage but have chosen not to. 
Students who opt for the 48 CP coursework having undertaken only one treatise unit will 
be given a DNF as they have not completed the treatise so will be given the benefit of the 
doubt as to whether or not they would have passed.  Due to the structure of the course 
there are unlikely to be many in this position. 

 
1.2.10 Course administration 

 
Course to be administered by the following Faculty: Medicine. 

 
1.2.10.1 Is there shared teaching with other Faculties? 
 Yes  Please see below on provision of additional information. 

No  
 
 
1.2.10.4 Is the proposed award course part of a con-joint venture with another 

institution?  
Yes  No  

 
1.2.11 Resolutions 

1.2.11.1 Are there changes to the list of Degrees, Diplomas and Certificates conferred by 
your Faculty, as listed in the Resolutions of the Senate available in the 
University Calendar?  
Yes  If yes, please complete Appendix 1. 
No  
 

1.2.11.2 Will there be new Resolutions or changes to the existing Resolutions of the 
Senate for the proposed Coursework award course? 
Yes  If yes, please complete Appendix 2. 
No  

 
1.2.11.3 Will there be new Resolutions or changes to the existing Faculty Resolutions 

for the proposed award course? 
Yes  If yes, please complete Appendix 3 
No  



 
1.2.11.4 Will there be changes to the academic dress due to the introduction of the 

proposed new award course? 
Yes  No   

Those who graduate with the double degree will wear the academic dress of the MPhil and those 
who gain the coursework master’s degree will wear the academic dress of the MMed/MScMed. 
 
1.2.12 Quality assurance arrangements and plans 

 
The course already exists and existing evaluation will continue.  The required coursework review 
every 4 years will also be undertaken.  Currently students respond to a course evaluation on exit 
and responses are taken into consideration in following years.  The current development is partly 
in response to feedback to make it more flexible for local students, and to recognise more fully 
the level of effort put into the treatise unit. 
 
 
SECTION 1 : ACADEMIC BOARD COURSE PROPOSAL 
 
PART 3:  RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
1.3.1 Estimated Student Numbers for next three years of the award course 
 

Estimated Student Demand 2009 2010 2011 
Estimated Student Numbers *14 *18 *19 
Estimated EFTSU 10 12 14 

 
* These figures are very approximate, as many of our students undertake individual 
components of the STD/HIV program. Thus, the estimated number of students is 
considerably higher than the EFTSU. For example, in 2008 a total of 121 students were 
enrolled into units of study of the Masters (STD/HIV) program. 

 
1.3.2 Availability of teaching and support staff 

1.3.2.1 Availability of academic and support staff to deliver the proposed award course. 
 
The course is currently being taught and the proposal represents a modification that does 
not affect the way it is taught. Teaching staff loads will be unchanged.  Much teaching is 
undertaken pro bono by guest lecturers who are willing to continue their involvement.   
Some extra work in the administration of the examination of extra MPhil theses will be 
required of the faculty administrative staff and there is capacity to do this. The elimination 
of the Treatise component will also relieve the course coordinator and administrative staff 
in the discipline of some of their load allowing for support of the expected expansion in 
numbers. The recent appointment of a course Lecturer has also increased capacity within 
the department. 
 
1.3.2.2 Strengths of the department/school/faculty: 
The department is recognised internationally and academically with access to an expert 
group of specialists in STD and HIV medicine who contribute significantly to the teaching 
of the program. 
 

1.3.3 Availability of teaching space, and other required facilities 
1.3.3.1 Teaching rooms: 
The current, centrally booked teaching rooms will continue to be required, without any 
additional changes. 
 
1.3.3.2 Lecture theatres: 
The current, centrally booked teaching rooms will continue to be required, without any 
additional changes. 

 
 



1.3.3.3 Laboratories (including computer access labs): 
Not required  
 
1.3.3.4 Staff offices: 
No changes 
 
1.3.3.5 Storage or other space required including any which needs to be rented 
externally: 
Not required. 
 

1.3.4 Availability of Library Resources 
Concerns about library holdings that need to be addressed: 
See Library Impact Statement. 

 
1.3.5 Availability of IT and other Equipment 

1.3.5.1 Computer Technology: 
There are no changes to the computer technology required. 
 
1.3.5.2 Other Equipment: 
There is no extra other equipment needed for this change in course structure. 
 

1.3.6 Timetabling arrangements 
The proposed award course will be offered in the following teaching period: 
standard   non-standard teaching   

(e.g. Summer School, Winter School) 
 
 
 
 
APPROVALS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nominated Faculty Officer Dean of Faculty (or Delegate) 
 
 



Degrees and diplomas in Medicine
Degrees and diplomas in Medicine
1. The degrees in the Faculty of Medicine shall be:
1.1 Bachelor of Medicine (MB)
1.2 Bachelor of Surgery (BS)
1.3 Doctor of Medicine (MD)
1.4 Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)
1.5 Doctor of Public Health (DPH)
1.6 Master of Bioethics (MBEth)
1.7 Master of Bioethics (Honours) (MBEthHon)
1.8 Master of Biostatistics (MBiostat)
1.9 Master of Health Policy (MHPol)
1.10 Master of Indigenous Health Promotion (Substance Use)

(MIndigH(SubUse))
1.11 Master of International Ophthalmology (MIOphth)
1.12 Master of International Public Health (MIntPH)
1.13 Master of Medical Education (MMedEd)
1.14 Master of Medical Humanities (MMedHum)
1.15 Master of Medicine (MMed)
1.16 Master of Medicine (Reproductive Health Sciences and Human

Genetics)/Master of Philosophy
1.17 Master of Medicine (Sexually Transmitted Diseases/HIV)/Master

of Philosophy
1.18 Master of Philosophy (MPhil)
1.19 Master of Public Health (MPH)
1.20 Master of Qualitative Health Research (MQHR)
1.21 Master of Science in Medicine (MScMed)
1.22 Master of Science in Medicine (Reproductive Health Sciences

and Human Genetics)/Master of Philosophy
1.23 Master of Science in Medicine (Sexually Transmitted

Diseases/HIV)/Master of Philosophy
1.24 Master of Surgery (MS)
 
2. The combined degrees in the Faculty of Medicine shall be:
2.1 Bachelor of Arts (Advanced) (Honours)/Bachelor of Medicine

and Bachelor of Surgery (BA(Advanced)(Hons)/MBBS)
2.2 Bachelor of Commerce/Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of

Surgery (Bcommerce/MBBS)
2.3 Bachelor of Economics/Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of

Surgery (BEcon/MBBS)
2.4 Bachelor of Medical Science/Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor

of Surgery (BMedSc/ MBBS)
2.5 Bachelor of Music Studies/Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor

of Surgery (BMusSt/MBBS)
2.6 Bachelor of Science (Advanced)/Bachelor of Medicine and

Bachelor of Surgery (BSc(Advanced)/MBBS)
 
3. The diplomas in the Faculty of Medicine shall be:
3.1 Advanced Diploma in Indigenous Primary Health Care

(AdvDipIndigPrimHC)
3.2 Diploma in Indigenous Primary Health Care (DipIndigPrimHC)
3.3 Graduate Diploma in Bioethics (GradDipBEth)
3.4 Graduate Diploma in Biostatistics (GradDipBiostat)
3.5 Graduate Diploma in Health Policy (GradDipHPol)
3.6 Graduate Diploma in Indigenous Health Promotion

(GradDipIndigHProm)
3.7 Graduate Diploma in Infection and Immunity (GradDipInfnImm)
3.8 Graduate Diploma in International Ophthalmology

(GradDipIOphth)
3.9 Graduate Diploma in International Public Health (GradDipIntPH)
3.10 Graduate Diploma in Medical Education (GradDipMedEd)
3.11 Graduate Diploma in Medical Humanities (GradDipMedHum)
3.12 Graduate Diploma in Medicine (GradDipMed)
3.13 Graduate Diploma in Public Health (GradDipPH)
3.14 Graduate Diploma in Qualitivative Health Research

(GradDipQHR)
3.15 Graduate Diploma of Science in Medicine (GradDipScMed)

3.16 Graduate Diploma in Surgery (GradDipSurg)
 
4. The certificates in the Faculty of Medicine shall be:
4.1 Graduate Certificate in Bioethics (GradCertBEth)
4.2 Graduate Certificate In Bioethics (Biotechnology)

(GradCertBEthBTech)
4.3 Graduate Certificate In Bioethics (Clincal Ethics)

(GradCertBEthClinEth)
4.4 Graduate Certificate in Biostatistics (GradCertBiostat)
4.5 Graduate Certificate in Clinical Epidemiology (GradCertClinEpi)
4.6 Graduate Certificate in Health Policy (GradCertHPol)
4.7 Graduate Certificate in Infection and Immunity

(GradCertInfnImm)
4.8 Graduate Certificate in Medical Education (GradCertMedEd)
4.9 Graduate Certificate in Medical Humanities (GradCertMedHum)
4.10 Graduate Certificate in Medicine (GradCertMed)
4.11 Graduate Certificate in Pain Management (GradCertPainMgt)
4.12 Graduate Certificate in Qualitivative Health Research

(GradCertQHR)
 
5. The degree of Master of Medicine shall be awarded in the

following streams:
5.1 Clinical Epidemiology (ClinEpi)
5.2 Dermatology (Derm)
5.3 Infection and Immunity (InfnImm)
5.4 Interdisciplinary Medicine (IntMed)
5.5 Ophthalmic Science (OphthSc)
5.6 Paediatric Medicine (Paed)
5.7 Pain Management (PainMgt)
5.8 Psychotherapy (Psychotherapy)
5.9 Refractive Surgery (RefractSurg)
5.10 Renal Medicine (RenalMed)
5.11 Reproductive Health Sciences and Human Genetics (RHHG)
5.12 Sexually Transmitted Diseases/HIV (STD/HIV)
 
6. The degree of Master of Science in Medicine shall be awarded

in the following streams:
6.1 Clinical Epidemiology (ClinEpi)
6.2 Infection and Immunity (InfnImm)
6.3 Ophthalmic Science (OphthSc)
6.4 Pain Management (PainMgt)
6.5 Psychotherapy (Psychotherapy)
6.6 Reproductive Health Sciences and Human Genetics (RHHG)
6.7 Sexually Transmitted Diseases/HIV (STD/HIV)
6.8 Sleep Medicine (Sleep Medicine)
 
7. The degree of Master of Surgery by coursework and treatise shall

be awarded in the surgical stream in which the candidate enrols
and completes a dissertation. The streams shall be:

7.1 Cardiothoracic Surgery
7.2 Colorectal
7.3 Endocrine Surgery
7.4 Endovascular Surgery
7.5 Hand Surgery
7.6 Head and Neck
7.7 Neurosurgery
7.8 Orthopedic
7.9 Otorhinolaryngology
7.10 Paediatric Surgery
7.11 Plastic/Reconstructive Surgery
7.12 Surgical Oncology
7.13 Transplant Surgery
7.14 Upper Gastrointestinal Surgery
7.15 Urology
7.16 Vascular Surgery
 
8. The testamur for the degree shall specify the specialty in which

the degree is awarded.
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9. The Graduate Diploma in Medicine shall be awarded in the
following streams:

9.1 Clinical Epidemiology (ClinEpi)
9.2 Dermatology (Derm)
9.3 Interdisciplinary Medicine (IntMed)
9.4 Ophthalmic Science (OphthSc)
9.5 Paediatric Medicine (Paed)
9.6 Pain Management (PainMgt)
9.7 Refractive Surgery (RefractSurg)
9.8 Renal Medicine (RenalMed)
9.9 Sexually Transmitted Diseases/HIV (STD/HIV)
 
10. The Graduate Diploma of Science in Medicine shall be awarded

in the following streams:
10.1 Clinical Epidemiology (ClinEpi)
10.2 Ophthalmic Science (OphthSc)
10.3 Pain Management (PainMgt)
10.4 Sexually Transmitted Diseases/HIV (STD/HIV)
10.5 Sleep Medicine (Sleep Medicine)
 
11. The certificate for the graduate diplomas shall specify the specialty

in which the graduate diploma is awarded.
 
12. The Graduate Certificate in Medicine shall be awarded in the

following streams:
12.1 Dermatology (Derm)
12.2 Interdisciplinary Medicine (IntMed)
12.3 Paediatric Medicine (Paed)
12.4 Renal Medicine (RenalMed)
13. The certificate for the Graduate Certificate in Medicine shall

specify the speciality in which the graduate certificate is awarded.
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SECTION 3: COURSE INFORMATION FORM AND MARKETING PLAN  
 
PART 1:  COURSE INFORMATION FOR FLEXSIS   
Faculty: Medicine 
Department/School presenting the proposal:  
STI Research Centre, Western Clinical School 
 
Academic Proponent Dr Richard Hillman  Ext. No: 9845 6276 
Email: r.hillman@usyd.edu.au 
 
Faculty Contact person: Dr Jennifer Nicholls Ext. No: 18676   
Email: jnicholls@med.usyd.edu.au 
 
 
3.1.1 Type of proposal:  New  

Amended   
 
 
3.1.2 Type of course:  

Postgraduate coursework  
Postgraduate research  

 
3.1.3 Name of award course(s) 

Name of new award course:  
 
Master of Medicine (Sexually Transmitted Diseases/HIV)/Master of Philosophy 
Master of Science in Medicine (Sexually Transmitted Diseases /HIV)/Master of Philosophy 
 
Name of amended award course/s:  
 
Master of Medicine (Sexually Transmitted Diseases/HIV) 
Master of Science in Medicine (Sexually Transmitted Diseases/HIV) 

 
3.1.4. Abbreviated name 

 
MMed(STD/HIV)/MPhil 
MScMed(STD/HIV)/MPhil 
 
MMed(STD/HIV) 
MScMed(STD/HIV) 

 
3.1.5 Date of introduction or deletion 

Introduced: Year 2010  Semester 1 
 
3.1.6 Course code 

Course code of existing award course for amendment: 
 
KC033: 017832J 
KC034: 031317M 

 
3.1.7 CRICOS code 

CRICOS code of existing award course for amendment: 017832J & 031317M 
 
 
3.1.8 Short degree description (e.g. for the UAC Guide): 

Sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) present a major public health concern in both developed 
and developing countries, with millions of adults and children becoming infected with Human 
Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) and other STDs each year. The program provides high levels of 
knowledge and skill in the understanding and control of STDs including HIV infection. 
 



An emphasis is placed on the importance of clinical, laboratory, public health and behavioural 
aspects of sexual health. The STD/HIV courses provide a sound basis of knowledge for those in 
a wide range of sexual health related professions. It is of particular benefit to those wishing to 
improve their scientific understanding of the discipline.. 
  

3.1.9 Full degree description (e.g. for Faculty handbook): 
The program aims to provide an opportunity to achieve high levels of knowledge and skill in the 
understanding and control of sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) including Human 
Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) infection.  

An emphasis is placed on the importance of clinical, laboratory, public health and behavioural 
aspects of sexual health. Please note that the Master of Medicine (Sexually Transmitted 
Diseases/HIV) and the Master of Science in Medicine (Sexually Transmitted Diseases/HIV) are 
essentially the same program but with different admission requirements. Only medical graduates 
(i.e. those with an MB BS) may be admitted to the Master of Medicine while non-medical 
graduates may be admitted to the Master of Science in Medicine. Students enrolled in the Master 
of Medicine and Master of Science in Medicine follow the same program of study (with the 
exception, in some cases, of practical work), with the only distinction between them being the title 
of the degree they are awarded on completion.  
 
To qualify for the degree, candidates must complete coursework and clinical or laboratory 
assignments equivalent to 48 credit points plus a supervised research thesis. The coursework 
will be undertaken over one year, with full-time students completing the thesis during the second 
year. Part-time students may also undertake the thesis only following successful completion of 
the coursework.  
 
Students are required to attend lectures and tutorials and undertake field visits to laboratory and 
clinical areas. Lectures and tutorials are held during week days 
 
Assessment is by written examination, oral presentations, written assignments, multiple choice 
examinations, online discussions, placement reports and a research thesis. 

 
 
3.1.10 Level of award: 

Higher doctorate  
Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)  
Doctorate by research and advanced coursework  
Master’s degree by research  
Master’s degree by coursework  
Graduate Diploma  
Graduate Certificate  
Bachelor’s degree  
Advanced Diploma  
Associate Diploma  
Diploma  
Certificate  

 
3.1.11 Is this an Honours course? Yes  No  

Honours requirements (if applicable): 
 
3.1.12 If the proposal is for a new award course, please indicate if the new course is the result of 

new resolutions for an existing course? Yes       No  
 
3.1.13 Name of award that will be conferred upon completion of course:   

Master of Medicine (STD/HIV)/Master of Philosophy 
Master of Science in Medicine (STD/HIV)/Master of Philosophy 

 
3.1.14 If the proposal is for a new award course, please indicate which category the proposed 

course should be allocated to according to the DEST Field of Education and Discipline 
Area (available from the Courses and Fees Toolkit): 
DEST Field of Education 06 



DEST Discipline Area 060117 Internal Medicine 
 
 
3.1.15 Credit points required for the award: 48 CP+ Completion of the master’s thesis 
 
 
3.1.16 Location/campus for student attendance: 

Camperdown & Darlington  Camden  Cumberland  
Mallett Street  St James  College of the Arts  
Conservatorium  Offshore    
Other (please specify)         STI Research Centre, Westmead Hospital 
  

 
3.1.17 Are students enrolling in the proposed award course subject to: 

Criminal Record Check Yes  No  
Prohibited Employment Declaration Yes  No  
Health Records & Privacy Yes  No  
Information Declaration 

 
3.1.18 Prohibitions: 
Not applicable. 
 
3.1.19 Articulation pathway (if applicable): 
 

Course(s) to which this course articulates 
Code Name 

Credit given in 
articulating 

course 
      Master of Medicine (STD/HIV) (new 48CP) 48 CP 
      Master of Science in Medicine (STD/HIV) (new 48CP) 48 CP  

 Graduate Diploma in Medicine (STD/HIV) (new 36CP) 36 CP 
 Graduate Diploma of Science in Medicine (STD/HIV) (new 

36CP) 
36CP 

 
 

Both are exit options only if the student can’t complete the coursework masters they will get the Grad Dip 
(if completed the requirements), and the coursework masters only if they do not progress to the MPhil. 
 
 



3.1.20 Units of study offered in proposed award course: 
(a). Existing units of study 

 
Unit of 
Study 
Code 

Name of Unit of 
Study 

Credit 
Points 

Double 
Masters 

SEXH5200 Advanced STIs 6 Core 

SEXH5206 Diagnostic Methods 
in Sexual Health 

6 Core 

PUBH5010 Epidemiological 
Methods & Uses 

6 Core SE
M

ES
TE

R
 1

 

PUBH5018 Introductory 
Biostatistics 

6 Core 

SEXH5202 Advanced HIV 6 Core 

SEXH5207 STI/HIV Clinical 
Attachment 

6 Core 

SEXHXXX Sex & Society* 2 Core 

SEXH5101 Public Health 
Aspects of STDs 

2 Core 

SEXH5102 Public Health 
Aspects of 
HIV/AIDS 

2 Core 

SE
M

ES
TE

R
 2

 

PUBH/BIOS 
various 

Public Health 
electives such as 
Health Screening 
(PUBH5207), 
Vaccines in Public 
Health (PUBH5416)
Sexual Function & 
Dysfunction 
(BIOS5075) 
Communication 
Skills (BIOS 5070) 
Sexual Counselling 
1 (BIOS5071) 
Sexuality & 
Disability 
(BIOS5088) 

6 (total) Elective 

       

UoS Code UoS Name  
Core/Elective 

 
Session 
offered 

Course 
year 

offered 

SE
M

ES
TE

R
 3

 

MEDF5005 Research Methods 
and Ethics 

 

Core 1 or 2 2 

*new unit of study to be offered as part of the revised program 
 

(b). New units of study 
 

Sex & Society (SEXH5XXX) 
The existing core subject of SEXH5100 Social & Policy Aspects of Sexual Health  (4 credit points) 



will be reduced in scope to a new unit 2 credit of study entitled “Sex & Society”.  This will 
complement the existing SEXH5101, Public Health Aspects of STDs  (2 credit points) and 
SEXH5102, Public Health Aspects of HIV/AIDs, (2 credit points) and remove some of the 
duplication. There are currently many 2 credit point electives in the MPH program, from which 
many of our elective students originate. It is anticipated that the proposed 6 credit point 
combination will be even more attractive to such students. 
 
Please refer to appendix 6:  Unit of Study Application – Sex & Society (SEXHXXX) 

 
 

Thesis Development in STD/HIV (SEXHXXXX)  
This unit aims to introduce students to the concepts underpinning the conduct of high quality 
biomedical research in the fields of STIs and HIV. 
 
Please refer to appendix 7:  Unit of Study Application – Thesis Development in STD/HIV 
(SEXHXXXX) 



SECTION 3 : COURSE INFORMATION FORM AND MARKETING PLAN 
 
PART 2: COURSE INFORMATION FOR UNIVERSITY’S UNDERGRADUATE AND POSTGRADUATE 
COURSE DATABASE (FOR MARKETING PURPOSES) 
 
 
3.2.1 UAC code: na (Undergraduate courses only) 
 
3.2.2 CRICOS code: TBA (017832J & 031317M for existing course) 

 
3.2.3 Career opportunities: Unchanged 
 
3.2.4 Areas of study: Unchanged 
 
3.2.5 Assumed knowledge: Unchanged 
 
3.2.6 Minimum education requirements:  

Bachelor’s degree 
(pass) 

 Year 12 (senior 
secondary certificate) or 
equivalent 

 

Bachelor (Hons)  
No minimum education  Graduate Certificate  
Mature background  Graduate Diploma  
Relevant employment 
experience 

 Master’s degree  

  
Additional information:       

 
3.2.7 If the proposal is for a Postgraduate award course, please indicate the course method: 

Coursework  Coursework with research pathway  
Research  

 
3.2.8 UAI (for UG only): 2xxx (e.g. 2007)       

2xxx (e.g. 2006)       

2xxx (e.g. 2005)       

2xxx (e.g. 2004)       
 

3.2.9 Additional admission selection criteria: None. 
 
3.2.10 If the course is offered to international students please complete the following: 

Other international student entry requirements: Standard university English language 
requirements. 
 

3.2.11 If the proposal is for a Postgraduate award course, please indicate the application closing date: 
For local students, closing date for applications is  31 January for semester 1 
For international students, closing date for applications is 31st October for commencement in 
Semester 1  

 
3.2.12 Will mid-semester intake be available for: 

Local fee-paying students Yes  No  
International fee-paying students Yes  No  



SECTION 3 : COURSE INFORMATION FORM AND MARKETING PLAN  
 
PART 3: MARKETING PLAN 
 
 
3.3.1  Marketing plan and strategy 
Currently recruitment is through the University’s Courses Online, the website maintained by the 
Postgraduate Student Administration Unit for the Faculties of Dentistry, Medicine and Pharmacy, and 
through the brochures on courses available put out by Marketing and Student Recruitment, the 
International Office and the Faculty of Medicine. A large number of enquiries are generated by the 
department website. Referrals from past students are significant. The department produces a handbook 
on the course which is sent to enquirers and distributed at relevant conferences. 
 
A Google search using ‘STD postgraduate course’ lists the MMed(STD/HIV) first of 130,000 links. A 
Google search using ‘HIV postgraduate course’ lists the MMed(STD/HIV) third of 62,100 links (search 
performed on 13th February 2009). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APPROVALS 
 
 
 
 
 
Nominated Faculty Officer Dean of Faculty (or Delegate) 



SECTION 3: COURSE INFORMATION FORM AND MARKETING PLAN  
 
PART 1:  COURSE INFORMATION FOR FLEXSIS 
 
Faculty: Medicine 
Department/School presenting the proposal:  
STI Research Centre, Western Clinical School 
 
Academic Proponent Dr Richard Hillman  Ext. No: 9845 6276 
Email: r.hillman@usyd.edu.au 
 
Faculty Contact person: Dr Jennifer Nicholls Ext. No: 18676   
Email: jnicholls@med.usyd.edu.au 
 
 
3.1.1 Type of proposal:  New  

Amended   
 
 
3.1.2 Type of course:  

Postgraduate coursework  
Postgraduate research  

 
3.1.3 Name of award course(s) 

Name of amended award course/s:  
 
Master of Medicine (STD/HIV) 
Master of Science in Medicine (STD/HIV) 

 
3.1.4 Abbreviated name 

 
MMed(STD/HIV) 
MScMed(STD/HIV) 

 
3.1.5 Date of introduction or deletion 

Introduced: Year 2010  Semester 1 
 
3.1.6 Course code 

Course code of existing award course for amendment: 
 
KC033: 017832J 
KC034: 031317M 

 
3.1.7 CRICOS code 

CRICOS code of existing award course for amendment: 017832J, 031317M 
 
3.1.8 Short degree description (e.g. for the UAC Guide): 

Sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) present a major public health concern in both developed 
and developing countries, with millions of adults and children becoming infected with Human 
Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) and other STDs each year. The program provides high levels of 
knowledge and skill in the understanding and control of STDs including HIV infection. 
 
An emphasis is placed on the importance of clinical, laboratory, public health and behavioural 
aspects of sexual health. The STD/HIV courses provide a sound basis of knowledge for those in 
a wide range of sexual health related professions. It is of particular benefit to those wishing to 
improve their scientific understanding of the discipline.. 

 
 
3.1.9 Full degree description (e.g. for Faculty handbook): 



The program aims to provide an opportunity to achieve high levels of knowledge and skill in the 
understanding and control of sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) including Human 
Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) infection.  

An emphasis is placed on the importance of clinical, laboratory, public health and behavioural 
aspects of sexual health. Please note that the Master of Medicine (Sexually Transmitted 
Diseases/HIV) and the Master of Science in Medicine (Sexually Transmitted Diseases/HIV) are 
essentially the same program but with different admission requirements. Only medical graduates 
(i.e. those with an MB BS) may be admitted to the Master of Medicine while non-medical 
graduates may be admitted to the Master of Science in Medicine. Students enrolled in the Master 
of Medicine and Master of Science in Medicine follow the same program of study (with the 
exception, in some cases, of practical work), with the only distinction between them being the title 
of the degree they are awarded on completion.  
 
To qualify for the degree, candidates must complete coursework and clinical or laboratory 
assignments equivalent to 48 credit points. The coursework and clinical or laboratory 
assignments are undertaken over one year. Students are required to attend lectures and tutorials 
and undertake field visits to laboratory and clinical areas. Lectures and tutorials are held during 
week days. Supporting online materials will also be available. 
 
Assessment is by written examination, oral presentations, written assignments, multiple choice 
examinations, online discussions and placement reports. 

 
3.1.10 Level of award: 

Higher doctorate  
Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)  
Doctorate by research and advanced coursework  
Master’s degree by research  
Master’s degree by coursework  
Graduate Diploma  
Graduate Certificate  
Bachelor’s degree  
Advanced Diploma  
Associate Diploma  
Diploma  
Certificate  

 
3.1.11 Is this an Honours course? Yes  No  

Honours requirements (if applicable): 
 
3.1.12 If the proposal is for a new award course, please indicate if the new course is the result of 

new resolutions for an existing course? Yes       No  
 
3.1.13 Name of award that will be conferred upon completion of course:   

Master of Medicine (STD/HIV) 
Master of Science in Medicine (STD/HIV) 

 
 
3.1.14 If the proposal is for a new award course, please indicate which category the proposed 

course should be allocated to according to the DEST Field of Education and Discipline 
Area (available from the Courses and Fees Toolkit): 
DEST Field of Education 06  
DEST Discipline Area 060117 Internal Medicine 

 
 
3.1.15 Credit points required for the award: 48 CP 
 
3.1.16 Location/campus for student attendance: 

Camperdown & Darlington  Camden  Cumberland  
Mallett Street  St James  College of the Arts  
Conservatorium  Offshore    



Other (please specify)         STI Research Centre, Westmead Hospital 
 

 
3.1.17 Are students enrolling in the proposed award course subject to: 

Criminal Record Check Yes  No  
Prohibited Employment Declaration Yes  No  
Health Records & Privacy Yes  No  
Information Declaration 

 
3.1.18 Prohibitions: 
Not applicable. 
 
3.1.19 Articulation pathway (if applicable):  
 

Course(s) to which this course articulates 
Code Name 

Credit given in 
articulating 

course 
 Graduate Diploma in Medicine (STD/HIV) (new 36CP) 36 CP 
 Graduate Diploma of Science in Medicine (STD/HIV) (new 

36CP) 
36CP 

 
3.1.20 Units of study offered in proposed award course: 

(a). Existing units of study 
The Graduate Diploma STD/HIV is an exit point for students not wishing, or unable to complete the full 
Masters course. 
 

Unit of 
Study 
Code 

Name of Unit of 
Study 

Credit 
Points 

Coursework 
Master 
alone 

SEXH5200 Advanced STIs 6 Core 

SEXH5206 Diagnostic Methods 
in Sexual Health 

6 Core 

PUBH5010 Epidemiological 
Methods & Uses 

6 Core SE
M

ES
TE

R
 1

 

PUBH5018 Introductory 
Biostatistics 

6 Core 

SEXH5202 Advanced HIV 6 Core 

SEXH5207 STI/HIV Clinical 
Attachment 

6 Core 

SEXHXXX Sex & Society* 2 Core 

SEXH5101 Public Health 
Aspects of STDs 

2 Core 

SEXH5102 Public Health 
Aspects of 
HIV/AIDS 

2 Core 

SE
M

ES
TE

R
 2

 

PUBH/BIOS 
various 

Public Health 
electives such as 
Health Screening 
(PUBH5207), 
Vaccines in Public 
Health (PUBH5416)
Public Health 
electives such as 
Health Screening 

6 (total) Elective 



(PUBH5207), 
Vaccines in Public 
Health (PUBH5416)
Sexual Function & 
Dysfunction 
(BIOS5075) 
Communication 
Skills (BIOS 5070) 
Sexual Counselling 
1 (BIOS5071) 
Sexuality & 
Disability 
(BIOS5088) 

 
*new unit of study to be offered as part of the revised program 
 

(b). New units of study 
 
Sex & Society (SEXHXXXX) 
The existing core subject of SEXH5100 Social & Policy Aspects of Sexual Health (4 credit points) will be 
reduced in scope to a new unit 2 credit of study entitled “Sex & Society”.  This will complement the 
existing SEXH5101, Public Health Aspects of STDs  (2 credit points) and SEXH5102, Public Health 
Aspects of HIV/AIDs, (2 credit points) and remove some of the duplication. There are currently many 2 
credit point electives in the MPH program, from which many of our elective students originate. It is 
anticipated that the proposed 6 credit point combination will be even more attractive to such students. 
 
Please refer to appendix 6:  Unit of Study Application – Sex & Society (SEXHXXXX) 
 
 
Thesis Development in STD/HIV (SEXHXXXX)  
This unit aims to introduce students to the concepts underpinning the conduct of high quality biomedical 
research in the fields of STIs and HIV. 
 
Please refer to appendix 7:  Unit of Study Application – Thesis Development in STD/HIV (SEXHXXXX) 



SECTION 3 : COURSE INFORMATION FORM AND MARKETING PLAN 
 
PART 2: COURSE INFORMATION FOR UNIVERSITY’S UNDERGRADUATE AND POSTGRADUATE 
COURSE DATABASE (FOR MARKETING PURPOSES) 
 
 
3.2.1 UAC code: na (Undergraduate courses only) 
 
3.2.2 CRICOS code: TBA (017832J & 031317M for existing course) 

 
3.2.3 Career opportunities: Unchanged 
 
3.2.4 Areas of study: Unchanged 
 
3.2.5 Assumed knowledge: Unchanged 
 
3.2.6 Minimum education requirements:  

Bachelor’s degree 
(pass) 

 Year 12 (senior 
secondary certificate) or 
equivalent 

 

Bachelor (Hons)  
No minimum education  Graduate Certificate  
Mature background  Graduate Diploma  
Relevant employment 
experience 

 Master’s degree  

  
Additional information:       

 
3.2.7 If the proposal is for a Postgraduate award course, please indicate the course method: 

Coursework  Coursework with research pathway  
Research  

 
3.2.8 UAI (for UG only): 2xxx (e.g. 2007)       

2xxx (e.g. 2006)       

2xxx (e.g. 2005)       

2xxx (e.g. 2004)       
 

3.2.9 Additional admission selection criteria: None. 
 
3.2.10 If the course is offered to international students please complete the following: 

Other international student entry requirements: Standard university English language 
requirements. 
 

3.2.11 If the proposal is for a Postgraduate award course, please indicate the application closing date: 
For local students, closing date for applications is  31 January for semester 1 
For international students, closing date for applications is 31st October for commencement in 
Semester 1  

 
3.2.12 Will mid-semester intake be available for: 

Local fee-paying students Yes  No  
International fee-paying students Yes  No  



SECTION 3 : COURSE INFORMATION FORM AND MARKETING PLAN  
 
PART 3: MARKETING PLAN 
 
 
3.3.1  Marketing plan and strategy 
Currently recruitment is through the University’s Courses Online, the website maintained by the 
Postgraduate Student Administration Unit for the Faculties of Dentistry, Medicine and Pharmacy, and 
through the brochures on courses available put out by Marketing and Student Recruitment, the 
International Office and the Faculty of Medicine. A large number of enquiries are generated by the 
department website. Referrals from past students are significant. The department produces a handbook 
on the course which is sent to enquirers and distributed at relevant conferences. 
 
A Google search using ‘STD postgraduate course’ lists the MMed(STD/HIV) first of 130,000 links. A 
Google search using ‘HIV postgraduate course’ lists the MMed(STD/HIV) third of 62,100 links (search 
performed on 13th February 2009). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APPROVALS 
 
 
 
 
 
Nominated Faculty Officer Dean of Faculty (or Delegate) 
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3.1.1 Type of proposal:  New  
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3.1.2 Type of course:  

Postgraduate coursework  
Postgraduate research  

 
3.1.3 Name of award course(s) 

Name of amended award course/s:  
 
Graduate Diploma in Medicine (Sexually Transmitted Diseases /HIV) 
Graduate Diploma of Science in Medicine (Sexually Transmitted Diseases /HIV) 

 
3.1.4 Abbreviated name 

 
GradDipScMed(STD/HIV) 
GradDipScMed(STD/HIV) 

 
3.1.5 Date of introduction or deletion 

Introduced: Year 2010  Semester 1 
 
3.1.6 Course code 

Course code of existing award course for amendment: 
 
KF028: 016240G 
KF035: 057198K 

 
3.1.7 CRICOS code 

CRICOS code of existing award course for amendment: 016240G, 057198K 
 
3.1.8 Short degree description (e.g. for the UAC Guide): 

Sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) present a major public health concern in both 
 developed and developing countries, with millions of adults and children becoming infected with 
Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) and other STDs each year. The program provides high 
levels of knowledge and skill in the understanding and control of STDs including HIV infection. 
 
An emphasis is placed on the importance of clinical, laboratory, public health and behavioural 
aspects of sexual health. The STD/HIV courses provide a sound basis of knowledge for those in 
a wide range of sexual health related professions. It is of particular benefit to those wishing to 
improve their scientific understanding of the discipline. 

 



3.1.9 Full degree description (e.g. for Faculty handbook): 
The program aims to provide medical practitioners or laboratory scientists with an opportunity to 
achieve high levels of knowledge and skill in the understanding and control of sexually 
transmitted diseases (STDs) including Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) infection.  

An emphasis is placed on the importance of clinical, laboratory, public health and behavioural 
aspects of sexual health. Please note that the Graduate Diploma of Science in Medicine 
(Sexually Transmitted Diseases/HIV and the Graduate Diploma in Medicine (Sexually 
Transmitted Diseases/HIV) are essentially the same program but with different admission 
requirements. Only medical graduates (i.e. those with an MB BS) may be admitted to the 
Graduate Diploma in Medicine while non-medical graduates may be admitted to the Graduate 
Diploma of Science in Medicine. Students enrolled in the Graduate Diploma in Medicine and 
Graduate Diploma of Science in Medicine follow the same program of study (with the exception, 
in some cases, of practical work), with the only distinction between them being the title of the 
degree they are awarded on completion.  

 
3.1.10 Level of award: 

Higher doctorate  
Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)  
Doctorate by research and advanced coursework  
Master’s degree by research  
Master’s degree by coursework  
Graduate Diploma  
Graduate Certificate  
Bachelor’s degree  
Advanced Diploma  
Associate Diploma  
Diploma  
Certificate  

 
3.1.11 Is this an Honours course? Yes  No  

Honours requirements (if applicable): 
 
3.1.12 If the proposal is for a new award course, please indicate if the new course is the result of 

new resolutions for an existing course? Yes       No  
 
3.1.13 Name of award that will be conferred upon completion of course: 

Graduate Diploma in Medicine (STD/HIV) 
Graduate Diploma of Science in Medicine (STD/HIV) 

 
 
3.1.14 If the proposal is for a new award course, please indicate which category the proposed 

course should be allocated to according to the DEST Field of Education and Discipline 
Area (available from the Courses and Fees Toolkit): 
DEST Field of Education 06 
DEST Discipline Area 060117 Internal Medicine 

 
 
3.1.15 Credit points required for the award: 36 CP 
 
 
3.1.16 Location/campus for student attendance: 

Camperdown & Darlington  Camden  Cumberland  
Mallett Street  St James  College of the Arts  
Conservatorium  Offshore    
Other (please specify)         STI Research Centre, Westmead Hospital 
 

 
3.1.17 Are students enrolling in the proposed award course subject to: 

Criminal Record Check Yes  No  
Prohibited Employment Declaration Yes  No  



Health Records & Privacy Yes  No  
Information Declaration 

 
3.1.18 Prohibitions: 
Not applicable. 
 
3.1.19 Articulation pathway (if applicable):  NA 
 
 
3.1.20 Units of study offered in proposed award course: 

(a). Existing units of study 
The Graduate Diploma STD/HIV is an exit point for students not wishing, or unable to complete the full 
Masters course. 
 

Unit of 
Study Code 

Name of Unit of 
Study 

Credit 
Points 

Grad 
Dip 

SEXH5200 Advanced STIs 6 Core 

SEXH5206 Diagnostic Methods 
in Sexual Health 

6 Core 

PUBH5010 Epidemiological 
Methods & Uses 

6 n/a 

SE
M

ES
TE

R
 1

 

PUBH5018 Introductory 
Biostatistics 

6 n/a 

SEXH5202 Advanced HIV 6 Core 

SEXH5207 STI/HIV Clinical 
Attachment 

6 Core 

SEXHXXXX Sex & Society* 2 Core 

SEXH5101 Public Health 
Aspects of STDs 

2 Core 

SEXH5102 Public Health 
Aspects of HIV/AIDS

2 Core 

SE
M

ES
TE

R
 2

 

PUBH 
various 

Public Health 
electives such as 
Health Screening 
(PUBH5207), 
Vaccines in Public 
Health (PUBH5416) 

6 (total)  

 
*new unit of study to be offered as part of the revised program 
 

(b). New units of study 
 
Sex & Society (SEXHXXXX) 
The existing core subject of SEXH5100 Social & Policy Aspects of Sexual Health (4 credit points) will be 
reduced in scope to a new unit 2 credit of study entitled “Sex & Society”.  This will complement the 
existing SEXH5101, Public Health Aspects of STDs  (2 credit points) and SEXH5102, Public Health 
Aspects of HIV/AIDs, (2 credit points) and remove some of the duplication. There are currently many 2 
credit point electives in the MPH program, from which many of our elective students originate. It is 
anticipated that the proposed 6 credit point combination will be even more attractive to such students. 
 
Please refer to appendix 6:  Unit of Study Application – Sex & Society (SEXHXXXX) 
 
 



SECTION 3 : COURSE INFORMATION FORM AND MARKETING PLAN 
 
PART 2: COURSE INFORMATION FOR UNIVERSITY’S UNDERGRADUATE AND POSTGRADUATE 
COURSE DATABASE (FOR MARKETING PURPOSES) 
 
 
3.2.1 UAC code: na (Undergraduate courses only) 
 
3.2.2 CRICOS code: 016240G & 057198K 
 
3.2.3 Career opportunities: Unchanged 
 
3.2.4 Areas of study: Unchanged 
 
3.2.5 Assumed knowledge: Unchanged 
 
3.2.6 Minimum education requirements:  

Bachelor’s degree 
(pass) 

 Year 12 (senior 
secondary certificate) or 
equivalent 

 

Bachelor (Hons)  
No minimum education  Graduate Certificate  
Mature background  Graduate Diploma  
Relevant employment 
experience 

 Master’s degree  

  
Additional information:       

 
3.2.7 If the proposal is for a Postgraduate award course, please indicate the course method: 

Coursework  Coursework with research pathway  
Research  

 
3.2.8 UAI (for UG only): 2xxx (e.g. 2007)       

2xxx (e.g. 2006)       
2xxx (e.g. 2005)       
2xxx (e.g. 2004)       
 

3.2.9 Additional admission selection criteria: None. 
 
3.2.10 If the course is offered to international students please complete the following: 

Other international student entry requirements: Standard university English language 
requirements. 
 

3.2.11 If the proposal is for a Postgraduate award course, please indicate the application closing date: 
For local students, closing date for applications is  31 January 
For international students, closing date for applications is 31st October for commencement the 
following year  

 
3.2.12 Will mid-semester intake be available for: 

Local fee-paying students Yes  No  
International fee-paying students Yes  No   



SECTION 3 : COURSE INFORMATION FORM AND MARKETING PLAN  
 
PART 3: MARKETING PLAN 
 
 
3.3.1  Marketing plan and strategy 
Currently recruitment is through the University’s Courses Online, the website maintained by the 
Postgraduate Student Administration Unit for the Faculties of Dentistry, Medicine and Pharmacy, and 
through the brochures on courses available put out by Marketing and Student Recruitment, the 
International Office and the Faculty of Medicine. A large number of enquiries are generated by the 
department website. Referrals from past students are significant. The department produces a handbook 
on the course which is sent to enquirers and distributed at relevant conferences. 
 
A Google search using ‘STD postgraduate course’ lists the MMed(STD/HIV) first of 130,000 links. A 
Google search using ‘HIV postgraduate course’ lists the MMed(STD/HIV) third of 62,100 links (search 
performed on 13th February 2009). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APPROVALS 
 
 
 
 
 
Nominated Faculty Officer Dean of Faculty (or Delegate) 



SECTION 4: INTERNATIONAL STUDENT ADMINISTRATION REQUIREMENTS 
 
Faculty: Medicine 
Department/School presenting the proposal:  
STI Research Centre, Western Clinical School 
 
Academic Proponent Dr Richard Hillman Ext. No: 9845 6276 
Email: r.hillman@usyd.edu.au 
 
Faculty Contact person: Dr Jennifer Nicholls Ext. No: 18676 
Email: jnicholls@med.usyd.edu.au 
 
 
4.1.1 Type of proposal:  New  

Amended   
 
 
4.1.2 Type of course:  

Postgraduate coursework  
Postgraduate research  

 
 
4.1.3 Name of award course(s) 

Name of new award course: 
Master of Medicine (Sexually Transmitted Diseases/HIV)/Master of Philosophy 
Master of Science in Medicine (Sexually Transmitted Diseases/HIV)/Master of Philosophy 
 
Name of amended award course/s:  
 
Master of Medicine (Sexually Transmitted Diseases/HIV) 
Master of Science in Medicine (Sexually Transmitted Diseases/HIV) 
Graduate Diploma in Medicine (Sexually Transmitted Diseases/HIV) 
Graduate Diploma of Science in Medicine (Sexually Transmitted Diseases/HIV) 

 
4.1.4. Abbreviated name 

 
MMed(STD/HIV)/MPhil 
MScMed(STD/HIV)/MPhil 
 
MMed(STD/HIV) 
MScMed(STD/HIV) 
GradDipMed(STD/HIV) 
GradDipScMed(STD/HIV) 

 
4.1.5 Date of introduction or deletion 

Introduced: Year 2010      Semester 1 

4.1.6 Course code 
Course code of existing award course for amendment: KC033, KC034, KF028, KF035 

 
4.1.7 CRICOS code 

CRICOS code of existing award course for amendment: 017832J, 031317M & 016240G, 
057198K 

 
4.1.8  Marketing plan and strategy 
Currently recruitment is through the University’s Courses Online, the website maintained by the 
Postgraduate Student Administration Unit for the Faculties of Dentistry, Medicine and Pharmacy, and 
through the brochures on courses available put out by Marketing and Student Recruitment, the 
International Office and the Faculty of Medicine. A large number of enquiries are generated by the 
department website. Referrals from past students are significant. The department produces a handbook 
on the course which is sent to enquirers and distributed at relevant conferences.  International student 



numbers have been consistent over the past few years, so these avenues are proving reasonably 
effective. 
 
A Google search using ‘STD postgraduate course’ lists the MMed(STD/HIV) first of 130,000 links. A 
Google search using ‘HIV postgraduate course’ lists the MMed(STD/HIV) third of 62,100 links (search 
performed on 13th February 2009). 
 
 
4.1.9 Availability of course 

Will international students be able to enrol full-time? 
Yes  No  

 
 
4.1.10 Mode of study 

Will international students be able to study the proposed course in “face-to-face” mode for at 
least 75% of the time each semester? 
Yes  No  

 
 
4.1.11 Incidental (ancillary) fees 

Will the proposed course incur any compulsory costs other than tuition fees and compulsory 
subscriptions?  
Yes   If yes please indicate the amount 
No  

 
 
4.1.10 Commencement semester 

Indicate whether entry to the course is possible in each semester.  
SEM1 ONLY  SEM1or 2  SEM2 ONLY  
If entry is permissible in Semester 2, please indicate whether subject choice will be restricted and 
whether the duration of the course will necessarily increase? 
Subject choice is unrestricted and duration of the course should not increase. 

 
 
4.1.11 English language requirements 

Will the minimum English language requirement for the proposed course differ from the usual 
requirements (i.e. overall IELTS score of 6.5 with a minimum of 6.0 in each band)?  
Yes   If yes please indicate IELTS equivalent 
No  

 
 
APPROVALS 
 
 
…………………………………… 
Dean or delegate 
 
The Proposed Course is suitable for CRICOS registration and International Office processing. 
 
..................................................................................... 
Director International Office 
  



SECTION 5: OFFICE OF STRATEGY IMPLEMENTATION AND SUSTAINABILITY PLANNING 
 
 
Faculty: Medicine 
Department/School presenting the proposal: 
STI Research Centre, Western Clinical School 
 
Academic Proponent Dr Richard Hillman Ext. No: 9845 6276 
Email: r.hillman@usyd.edu.au 
 
Faculty Contact person: Dr Jennifer Nicholls Ext. No: 18676 
Email: jnicholls@med.usyd.edu.au 
 
  
5.1.1 Type of proposal:  New  

Amended    
 
5.1.2 Type of course:  

Postgraduate coursework  
Postgraduate research  

 
5.1.3 Name of award course(s) 

Name of new award course: 
 
Master of Medicine (Sexually Transmitted Diseases/HIV)/Master of Philosophy 
Master of Science in Medicine (Sexually Transmitted Diseases/HIV)/Master of Philosophy 
 
Name of amended award course/s:  
 
Master of Medicine (Sexually Transmitted Diseases/HIV) 
Master of Science in Medicine (Sexually Transmitted Diseases/HIV) 
Graduate Diploma in Medicine (Sexually Transmitted Diseases/HIV) 
Graduate Diploma of Science in Medicine (Sexually Transmitted Diseases/HIV) 
 

 
5.1.4. Abbreviated name 

 
MMed(STD/HIV)/MPhil 
MScMed(STD/HIV)/MPhil 
 
MMed(STD/HIV) 
MScMed(STD/HIV) 
GradDipMed(STD/HIV) 
GradDipScMed(STD/HIV) 
 

5.1.5 Date of introduction or deletion 
Introduced: Year 2010  Semester 1 
 

5.1.6 Estimated percentage distribution of load across departments in one or more faculties: 
 

Faculty Department Estimated percentage of 
load 

Medicine STI Research Centre 90% 
Medicine School of Public Health 10% 

  
5.1.7 Number of semesters required to complete the course in minimum time: 

Combined MMed(STD/HIV)MPhil   4 semesters 
Coursework MMed(STD/HIV)  2 semesters 
Coursework GradDip(STD/HIV) 2 semesters 



5.1.8 Estimated student enrolments (i.e. head count) 
 

Estimated student enrolments 2009 2010 2011 
Local fee-paying Full-

time 
3 4 5 

 Part-
time 

2 2 2 

International fee-paying Full-
time 

6 7 8 

 Part-
time 

na na na  

Total student enrolments  11 13 15 
 
 
 
 
APPROVALS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nominated Faculty Officer Dean of Faculty or delegate 



APPENDIX 4: FINAL REPORT – REVIEW OF MMed (STD/HIV) 
 
Date: November 7, 2008 
 
Review Team: Professor Robert Cumming (Chair) 

Associate Professor Chris Roberts (OPME) 
Professor Dominic Dwyer  
Dr David Templeton (UNSW) 
Helen Triantafyllou  

 
Program 
 
The review team spent a day at the Sexually Transmitted Infections Research Centre (STIRC) at 
Westmead Hospital and had meetings with Richard Hillman (the Course Coordinator), Adrian Mindel 
(Head of STIRC and previous Course Coordinator), Shailendra Sawleshwarkar (Lecturer) and three 
current students. 
 
Findings 
 
1.  The MMed (STD/HIV) and associated degrees are unique in Australia. The only international 

equivalent is offered by the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. The lack of competition 
and the global importance of HIV/AIDS suggest that the MMed (STD/HIV) has a strong future. In fact, 
the Review Team felt that the course had the potential to be a world leader in the field. 

 
2.  The course was established in 1987, with the main purpose of providing training for Australian doctors 

wishing to specialise in sexual health medicine. Over time, however, the course has attracted 
increasing numbers of international students from developing countries and now the main role of the 
course is training leaders of local and national HIV and STD treatment and prevention programs.     

 
3.  The educational quality of the course is excellent. The team was very impressed by most aspects of 

the teaching program. Most of the course materials are available on-line and several units are taught 
entirely on-line. Inclusion of some case-based learning might be worthwhile. There were some 
concerns that the existing traditional assessment methods might not fit well with the course 
objectives. An issue that was not resolved was how to ensure adequate clinical teaching in sexual 
health clinics. 

 
4.  The MMed (STD/HIV), and MScMed, is currently a 72 credit point degree with 48 credit points of 

coursework and a 24 credit point treatise. It is clear that some students have difficulty with the treatise 
component of the degree and a case could be made for reducing the degree to a 48 credit point 
Masters, consistent with University policy. Students wishing to do research could enroll in an MPhil. 
However, the financial consequences of any changes to the structure of the courses need further 
investigation and clarification. 

 
5.  The Review Team was concerned that the course is run without any secure funding from the Faculty 

of Medicine. The course coordinator, Richard Hillman, is a full-time employee of the Western Sydney 
Area Health Service (WSAHS). He is under great pressure from his employer to increase his clinical 
load.  The entire salary of the other senior academic with major involvement in the course, Adrian 
Mindel, also comes from WSAHS. In 2007, income to the University from the course was estimated to 
be $411,000, of which approximately $199,000 came back to STIRC. This income was mainly used to 
pay for a Lecturer on a 1-year contract and 50% of the salary of an admin. assistant (the remainder of 
her salary being paid by WSAHS)    

 
Recommendations 
 
1.  This high quality course should continue to be offered by the University of Sydney.  
 
2.  The course should attempt to expand its numbers from the current 10 students to at least 15 

students. There is great potential to expand beyond 15, but this would mean substantial changes to 
the way the course is delivered. 

 
3.  In order to expand, the course needs to be marketed locally and internationally. The Faculty of 

Medicine should provide assistance with marketing. 



 
4.  The Faculty of Medicine’s OPME should provide advice on relevant aspects of assessment and assist 

with development of case-based learning. 
 
5.  Consideration should be given to changing the MMed (and MScMed) to a 48 credit point degree, with 

good students having the opportunity to enrol in an MPhil (or PhD). However, the financial 
consequences of any such changes need to be carefully investigated. 

 
6.  The Faculty of Medicine should provide some more secure funding for the MMed (STD/HIV) and 

associated degrees. The minimum requirement is funding for 3-year contracts for (a) a Lecturer or 
Senior Lecturer position; and (b) a half-time admin. assistant. Additional funding, at least another 0.5 
academic position, is required if the courses are to grow and reach their full potential.  

 



APPENDIX 5 - RECOMMENDATION – REVIEW OF MMed (STD/HIV) 

4. Recommendation  

4.1 Is the course meeting its stated objectives (as indicated in Section 1.3 of the form)? 
X  Yes   No  

Briefly explain reason(s) for your answer  
The MMed (STD/HIV) and related degrees clearly achieve their objective of  
providing high quality education in STDs and HIV.  
  
  
 
4.2 Should the course continue to be offered? 

X  Yes   No  
Briefly explain reason(s) for recommendation  
This high quality course is unique in Australia and there is only limited  
international competition, suggesting it has a strong future.   
  
  
 
If yes;  

-Are additional resources required? 
X  Yes  No  

Briefly explain reason(s) for recommendation  
The course is run without secure funding from the University which is a threat  
to its long-term sustainability.  
  
  
 

-Are modifications required to the course content and/or method of delivery? 
X  Yes  No  

Briefly explain reason(s) for recommendation  
Introduction of some case-based learning exercises would facilitate student  
learning.  
  
 
4.3 Additional comments  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
    
Signature (Chair of the Review Panel)     Date  

    
Signature (Dean of Faculty)      Date Course Review 
Template (Postgraduate Coursework) – June 2004  



APPENDIX 6: UNIT OF STUDY APPLICATION – Sex & Society (SEXHXXXX) 
 

Combined Board of Postgraduate Studies for the Faculties of Dentistry, Medicine and Pharmacy 
Creation and Variation of Unit of Study Form 

(Please refer to the Guidelines below for assistance in completing this form. 

1. Unit of Study Name:  
Max 40 Characters including 
spaces 

Sex & Society 

2. Faculty, School and 
Discipline:  

Medicine, Western Clinical School, Medicine 

3. Unit of Study Preferred Code: 
4 letters + 4 numerals with no space, e.g. SLEE5002 SEXH5XXX (TBA) 
 
4. ASCED Code: 
List of codes available at: 
http://www.plansup.usyd.edu.au/statistics/deststudent07/appendixe/s
ection_appendixe.htm 060117 Internal Medicine 
 
5. Credit Point Value: 
IMPORTANT NOTE: If UoS is less than 3 CPs, please attach an 
explanatory note. 2 (See explanatory note below) 

6. Session(s) Offered: 
Refer to guidelines for list of available sessions Semester 2 

7. Delivery mode: 
Refer to guidelines for list of 
available delivery modes 

Face to face and online 
 

  
8. Course(s) Associated With 
this Unit of Study: 
Include all course codes as well as names 

KC033 MMed (STD/HIV) 
KF028 Graduate Diploma in Medicine (STD/HIV) 
KC034 Master of Science in Medicine (STD/HIV) 
KF035 Graduate Diploma of Science in Medicine STD/HIV) 
Graduate Program of Sexual Health (Master of Health Science 
Sexual Health), Graduate Diploma & Graduate Certificate. 

  
9. Description of Course for 
Handbook: 
No more than 200 words and no 
lists 

This unit will explore the social, psychological and political 
determinants of sexuality, with particular reference to their potential 
impacts public health.  
Particular emphasis will be placed on the impact of culture, tradition, 
society, environment, life experiences, personal beliefs and health on 
sexual activity.  
 
Policy and legislative responses to sexual activity will be discussed, 
with regards to the consequences of sexual activity and methods for 
determining the effectiveness of such responses. 
 

  
10. Classes: 
All lowercase characters and 
very abbreviated, with no full 
stops  

Two hours of classes provided for each of seven weeks 

11. Assessment: 
All lowercase characters and 
very abbreviated, with no full 
stops  

Assignment 50% 
Online Discussion 30% 
Quiz 20% 

12. Unit Coordinator (s): 
Titles and names separated by 

Dr Richard Hillman 



commas and no full stops 
  
13. Textbooks: 
Please end with a full stop.  

None. 
 

14. Prerequisite Unit of Study 
Code(s): 
Provide alphadigit codes only, 
no names or commas.  Use 
brackets to make ORs and 
ANDs unambiguous.  

None. 

15. Co-requisite Unit of Study 
Code(s): 
As for prerequisite units of 
study. 

None. 

16. Prohibited Unit of Study 
Code(s): 
As for prerequisite units of 
study. 

None. 

17. Departmental permission 
required: 

None. 
 

18. Additional information: None. 
19. Assumed knowledge: None. 

 
Approvals 

 
Head of School/Discipline or delegated authority: Chair of the Board of Postgraduate Studies: 
Name: Name: 
Signature: Signature: 

Date: Date: 

Your details: 
Name:  
Phone:  

Fax:  
Email:  

 
Explanatory Note re Credit Point Value:  
 
It is proposed that Unit of Study this will replace the existing 4 credit points ‘Social & Policy Aspects of 
Sexual Health’ (SEXH5100). The new unit 2 credit of study would complement the existing 2 credit point 
Public Health Aspects of STDs (SEXH5101) and Public Health Aspects of HIV/AIDS (SEXH5102), by 
removing some of the current duplications between the units. Many of the students taking these units are 
from the MIPH and MPH programs, which has many 2 credit point electives. It is anticipated that this 
new combination of Units will be more attractive to elective students, who will now be able to take each 
individual component, or all three, thus constituting a 6 credit point elective.  
 



APPENDIX 7: Unit of Study Application – Thesis Development in STD/HIV 
 

Combined Board of Postgraduate Studies for the Faculties of Dentistry, Medicine and Pharmacy 
Creation and Variation of Unit of Study Form 

(Please refer to the Guidelines below for assistance in completing this form. 

1. Unit of Study Name:  
Max 40 Characters including 
spaces 

Thesis Development in STD/HIV 

2. Faculty, School and Discipline:  Med, Western Clinical School - Westmead, Med 

3. Unit of Study Preferred Code: 
4 letters + 4 numerals with no space, e.g. SLEE5002 SEXH5220 
 
4. ASCED Code: 
List of codes available at: http://www.planning.usyd.edu.au/pubs.htm 060101 General Medicine 
 
5. Credit Point Value: 
IMPORTANT NOTE: If UoS is less than 3 CPs, please attach an 
explanatory note. 2 credit points 

6. Session(s) Offered: 
Refer to guidelines for list of available sessions Semester 2 

7. Delivery mode: 
Refer to guidelines for list of 
available delivery modes 

 
Normal (lecture/lab/tutorial) Day  

  
8. Course(s) Associated With this 
Unit of Study: 

 
MMed(STD/HIV) 
 

  
9. Description of Course for 
Handbook: 
No more than 200 words and no 
lists 

This Unit aims to introduce students to the concepts underpinning the 
conduct of high quality biomedical research in the fields of STIs & HIV. 
 
At the end of the Unit, students will be able to describe the components 
required to conduct high quality biomedical research in the fields of STIs & 
HIV, generate a relevant research proposal and complete an Ethics 
application. Students will not be expected to collect or analyse any data.  
 

  
10. Classes: 
All lowercase characters and very 
abbreviated, with no full stops  

 2 x1 hr lec and 6x1hr tut 
 
 

11. Assessment: 
All lowercase characters and very 
abbreviated, with no full stops  

1 x presentation of research proposal (50%) 
1 x written research proposal (50%) 
 

12. Unit Coordinator (s): 
Titles and names separated by 
commas and no full stops 

Dr Richard Hillman 

  
13. Textbooks: 
Please end with a full stop.  

Notes will be made available via the Blackboard site. 
 
 

14. Prerequisite Unit of Study 
Code(s): 
Provide alphadigit codes only, no 
names or commas.  Use brackets to 
make ORs and ANDs 
unambiguous.  

None 



15. Co-requisite Unit of Study 
Code(s): 
As for prerequisite units of study. 

None 

16. Prohibited Unit of Study 
Code(s): 
As for prerequisite units of study. 
 

None 

17. Departmental permission 
required: 

Yes 
 
 

18. Additional information:  
None 
 

19. Assumed knowledge: None 
 

 

 
Approvals 

 
Head of School/Discipline or delegated authority: Chair of the Board of Postgraduate Studies: 
Name: Professor Adrian Mindel Name: 

Signature:  

Signature: 

Date: 20 March 2009 Date: 

Your details: 
Name: Dr Richard Hillman 
Phone: 61 2 9845 6276 

Fax: 61 2 9845 6287 
Email: r.hillman@med.usyd.edu.au 

 



APPENDIX 8: FEEDBACK FROM PATRICIA WEERAKOON – FACULTY OF HEALTH SCIENCES 
 
From: Richard Hillman 
Sent: Wed 18-Feb-09 10:15 AM 
To: Patricia Weerakoon 
Subject: RE: Course Amendment Proposal MMed(STD/HIV) 

Hi Patricia 
  
Many thanks for this and we also look forward to further collaborative projects. 
  
Richard  

 
From: Patricia Weerakoon 
Sent: Wed 18-Feb-09 10:07 AM 
To: Richard Hillman 
Subject: RE: Course Amendment Proposal MMed(STD/HIV) 

Hello Richard 
The committee was supportive of your amendments and look forward to working with your group in STIRC further. 
Regards 
Patricia 
  
Patricia  
Dr Patricia Weerakoon 
Senior Lecturer and Academic Coordinator of the Graduate Program in Sexual Health 
Faculty of Health Science 
The University of Sydney 
PO Box 170, Lidcombe 
NSW 1825, Australia 
Tel - +612 9351 9256 
Fax - +612 9351 9400 
Mobile - 0412 555 964 
email - P.Weerakoon@usyd.edu.au 
http://www.fhs.usyd.edu.au/sexualhealth/  
http://www.usyd.edu.au/sexualhealth/staff/weerakoon.shtml 
 

 
From: Richard Hillman 
Sent: Wed 2/18/2009 09:51 
To: Patricia Weerakoon 
Cc: Heidi Mair 
Subject: RE: Course Amendment Proposal MMed(STD/HIV) 

Hi Patricia 
  
Can you confirm that the committee was supportive of the new course? 
  
Thanks 
  
Richard Hillman 
 

 
From: Patricia Weerakoon 
Sent: Tue 17-Feb-09 3:06 PM 
To: Richard Hillman 
Cc: Heidi Mair; Shailendra Sawleshwarkar; Russell Shuttleworth; Gomathi Sitharthan 
Subject: RE: Course Amendment Proposal MMed(STD/HIV) 

Dear Richard 
We discussed your new course proposal at our meeting today.   
The committee wanted me to recommend that you offer the Graduate program in Sexual Health units of study as 
electives in your course.  I believe these would be 1st semester units (from Shailendra – not sure if I heard right)? 



We would recommend: 
      BIOS 5075 Sexual Function and Dysfunction  
      BIOS 5070 Communication Skills 
      BIOS 5071 Sexual Counselling 1 
      BIOS 5088 Sexuality an Disability 

  
Let me know if you want to talk more about this. 
Regards 
Patricia 
  
Patricia  
Dr Patricia Weerakoon 
Senior Lecturer and Academic Coordinator of the Graduate Program in Sexual Health 
Faculty of Health Science 
The University of Sydney 
PO Box 170, Lidcombe 
NSW 1825, Australia 
Tel - +612 9351 9256 
Fax - +612 9351 9400 
email - P.Weerakoon@usyd.edu.au 
http://www.usyd.edu.au/sexualhealth/  
http://www.usyd.edu.au/sexualhealth/staff/weerakoon.shtml 

 
From: Richard Hillman  
Sent: Monday, 16 February 2009 12:43 PM 
To: Patricia Weerakoon 
Cc: Heidi Mair 
Subject: Course Amendment Proposal MMed(STD/HIV) 
  
Dear Patricia 
  
I am seeking your opinions on the attached Course Amendment Proposal that we hope to 
take to the Faculty of Medicine Postgraduate Coursework Committee in March 2009.  
  
You will see that it refers to the Masters Program in STD/HIV. In summary, the document outlines: 
  
1. That the existing 72 credit point Masters program in STD/HIV is losing its attractiveness to overseas and local 
markets. The overseas students, in particular, find the 24 credit point Treatise component particularly burdensome. 
2. We hope to replace this with an entirely new coursework 48 credit point Masters. This would be more in line 
with the rest of the Faculty. 
3. Following successful completion of the coursework Masters, stronger students would be able to pursue a new, 
articulated, MPhil.  
4. Students would be able to enrol either for the coursework Masters, or for the new, combined double degree. 
5. There will be a minor change in the Units of Study offered, designed to increase the overall flexibility of the 
course. Please note that this will have implications for your degree program, as it involves replacing the 4 credit 
point Social & Policy Aspects of Sexual Health (SEXH5100) with a new, two credit point "Sex & Society". This 
will essentially cover the same topic areas, but remove some of the duplication we currently have with the Public 
Health Aspects of STD & Public Health Aspects of HIV/AIDS. The three "Public Health" units will thus comprise 
a 6 credit point elective, which can be either be taken in its entirety, or in its 2 credit point components. 
  
These changes follow consultation with existing students, extensive discussions within our department and the 
Faculty. It follows the model of the recently approved program in Reproductive Health. Please note that students 
will only be allowed to complete the two degrees sequentially, and not simultaneously.  
  
To allow us to progress this matter in a timely manner, I would very much appreciate any comments you may 
within two weeks. 
  
Please let me know if you have any queries. 
Richard Hillman 
Coordinator STI/HIV Programs 
STI Research Centre 
University of Sydney 



Westmead 
Australia 
T + 61 2 9845 6276  
Visit us at: http://stirc.med.usyd.edu.au/ 
 



 
From: Richard Hillman  
Sent: Wednesday, 18 February 2009 10:21 AM 
To: Patricia Weerakoon 
Cc: Heidi Mair 
Subject: RE: Course Amendment Proposal MMed(STD/HIV) 
 
Hi Patricia 
  
Many thanks for these supportive remarks. 
  
Kind regards 
  
Richard Hillman 
Coordinator STI/HIV Programs 
STI Research Centre 
University of Sydney 
Westmead 
Australia 
T + 61 2 9845 6276  
Visit us at: http://stirc.med.usyd.edu.au/ 
 

 
From: Patricia Weerakoon 
Sent: Tue 17-Feb-09 5:51 AM 
To: Richard Hillman 
Cc: Heidi Mair 
Subject: RE: Course Amendment Proposal MMed(STD/HIV) 

Hello Richard and Heidi 
Having perused the document, I think it will really work well for your students.  It is a great way to provide a core 
learning in the course work as well as channel those who are competent into research 
Good luck 
Patricia 
  
Patricia  
Dr Patricia Weerakoon 
Senior Lecturer and Academic Coordinator of the Graduate Program in Sexual Health 
Faculty of Health Science 
The University of Sydney 
PO Box 170, Lidcombe 
NSW 1825, Australia 
Tel - +612 9351 9256 
Fax - +612 9351 9400 
Mobile - 0412 555 964 
email - P.Weerakoon@usyd.edu.au 
http://www.fhs.usyd.edu.au/sexualhealth/  
http://www.usyd.edu.au/sexualhealth/staff/weerakoon.shtml 
 

 
From: Richard Hillman 
Sent: Mon 2/16/2009 12:43 
To: Patricia Weerakoon 
Cc: Heidi Mair 
Subject: Course Amendment Proposal MMed(STD/HIV) 

Dear Patricia 
  
I am seeking your opinions on the attached Course Amendment Proposal that we hope to 
take to the Faculty of Medicine Postgraduate Coursework Committee in March 2009.  
  
You will see that it refers to the Masters Program in STD/HIV. In summary, the document outlines: 



  
1. That the existing 72 credit point Masters program in STD/HIV is losing its attractiveness to overseas and local 
markets. The overseas students, in particular, find the 24 credit point Treatise component particularly burdensome. 
2. We hope to replace this with an entirely new coursework 48 credit point Masters. This would be more in line 
with the rest of the Faculty. 
3. Following successful completion of the coursework Masters, stronger students would be able to pursue a new, 
articulated, MPhil.  
4. Students would be able to enrol either for the coursework Masters, or for the new, combined double degree. 
5. There will be a minor change in the Units of Study offered, designed to increase the overall flexibility of the 
course. Please note that this will have implications for your degree program, as it involves replacing the 4 credit 
point Social & Policy Aspects of Sexual Health (SEXH5100) with a new, two credit point "Sex & Society". This 
will essentially cover the same topic areas, but remove some of the duplication we currently have with the Public 
Health Aspects of STD & Public Health Aspects of HIV/AIDS. The three "Public Health" units will thus comprise 
a 6 credit point elective, which can be either be taken in its entirety, or in its 2 credit point components. 
  
These changes follow consultation with existing students, extensive discussions within our department and the 
Faculty. It follows the model of the recently approved program in Reproductive Health. Please note that students 
will only be allowed to complete the two degrees sequentially, and not simultaneously.  
  
To allow us to progress this matter in a timely manner, I would very much appreciate any comments you may 
within two weeks. 
  
Please let me know if you have any queries. 
Richard Hillman 
Coordinator STI/HIV Programs 
STI Research Centre 
University of Sydney 
Westmead 
Australia 
T + 61 2 9845 6276  
Visit us at: http://stirc.med.usyd.edu.au/ 



APPENDIX 9: FEEDBACK FROM DARREN RUSSELL – PRESIDENT, ROYAL AUSTRALASIAN 
CHAPTER OF PHYSICIANS 
 

From: Richard Hillman 
Sent: Tue 03-Mar-09 7:53 AM 
To: Darren Russell 
Subject: RE: FW: MMed Course Document 

Dear Darren 
  
Many thanks for reviewing this document and your support. 
  
I am hoping that the MPhil becomes a useful "taster" for potential PhD candidates. 
  
Kind regards 
  
Richard Hillman 
Coordinator STI/HIV Programs 
STI Research Centre 
University of Sydney 
Westmead 
Australia 
T + 61 2 9845 6276  
Visit us at: http://stirc.med.usyd.edu.au/ 
 

 
From: Darren Russell [mailto:Darren_Russell@health.qld.gov.au] 
Sent: Mon 02-Mar-09 1:58 PM 
To: Richard Hillman 
Cc: Heidi Mair 
Subject: Re: FW: MMed Course Document 

Hi Richard, 
  
Thanks for the opportunity to look this over. The MMed degree looks very exciting. I must admit to not having 
heard of an 'MPhil' previously, but that sounds like a good idea, too. I'm not sure I can add any views that would 
be of value to such a thorough and well-thought-out proposal. These courses would naturally enough be of great 
benefit to our trainees. 
  
Good luck!! 
  
Darren. 
  
Dr Darren Russell 
 
Director of Sexual Health, Cairns Sexual Health Service 
Clinical Associate Professor, The University of Melbourne  
Adjunct Associate Professor, James Cook University 
 
PO Box 902 
Cairns 
Qld 4870 
Ph: (07) 4050 6205 
Fax: (07) 4050 6359 
Ph: 07 4050 6205 
Fax: 07 4050 6359 
 
 
 
 



 
>>> "Richard Hillman" <r.hillman@usyd.edu.au> 26/02/2009 2:44 pm >>> 
Dear Darren 
  
Please find attached New Course proposal for the MMed(STD/HIV) at the University of Sydney.  
 
The proposed changes are designed to bring the course more in line with international norms. In 
essence, we propose: 
1. To reduce the course from the current 72 credit points (=1.5 years full time) to 48 credit points 
(= 1 year). This will be achieved by retaining all the coursework, but eliminating the treatise 
component 
2. To articulate the new Coursework Masters with a 1 year Masters of Philosophy. This will also be 
available as a stand alone option for strong candidates. Local students would have their fees for the 
MPhil paid by the Federal government. In this manner, we hope to encourage more students to 
progress to undertake PhDs 
  
As you can see, these developments are designed to increase the attractiveness of our courses to 
both local and international students, and to create a pathway to encourage more of them to enter 
full-time research. 
  
As part of the consultation process, I am seeking the views of the Chapter of Sexual Medicine of the 
Royal Australasian College of Physicians. 
  
Please let me know if you require any further information. 
  
Kind regards 
  
Richard Hillman 
Coordinator STI/HIV Programs 
STI Research Centre 
University of Sydney 
Westmead 
Australia 
T + 61 2 9845 6276  
Visit us at: http://stirc.med.usyd.edu.au/ 



APPENDIX 10: FEEDBACK FROM BHARATI JAYACHANDRAN – FACULTY OF HEALTH 
SCIENCES, THE UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY 
 
Dear Bharati 
  
Many thanks for your helpful comments. 
  
Kind regards 
  
Richard Hillman 
Coordinator STI/HIV Programs 
STI Research Centre 
University of Sydney 
Westmead 
Australia 
T + 61 2 9845 6276  
Visit us at: http://stirc.med.usyd.edu.au/ 
 

 
From: Bharati Jayachandran 
Sent: Wed 04-Mar-09 11:59 AM 
To: Richard Hillman 
Cc: Patricia Weerakoon; Nancy Leong 
Subject: RE: Course Amendment Proposal MMed(STD/HIV) 

Dear Richard 
  
Thank you for giving us the opportunity to provide comments to your excellent proposal. My apology for the delay 
in responding….!!!! 
  
The proposal has no impact to Graduate programs in Sexual Health courses offered by Faculty of Health Sciences. 
As I understand, the only common components are 3 Units of Study of 2Cp each, which is an allowable elective 
option within the University. 
  
Wish you all the best. 
Kind Regards 
Bharati 
  
Bharati Jayachandran | Manager, Student Central  
 
FACULTY OF HEALTH SCIENCES 
Cumberland Campus C42, The University of Sydney | NSW | 1825 
 
P 61 2 9351 9535 | F 61 2 9351 9412 | M 0421 617 850 
e B.Jayachandran@usyd.edu.au  | w www.fhs.usyd.edu.au  
 CRICOS Provider No. 00026A 
.............................................................................. 
Confidentiality Notice 
The information contained in this email message is intended for the named addressee only. If you are not the intended recipient you must not 
copy, distribute, take any action reliant on, or disclose any details of the information in this email to any other person or organisation. If you 
have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately. 
.............................................................................. 
  

 
From: Richard Hillman  
Sent: Monday, 16 February 2009 12:42 PM 
To: Bharati Jayachandran 
Subject: Course Amendment Proposal MMed(STD/HIV) 
  
Dear Bharati  
  
I am seeking your opinions on the attached Course Amendment Proposal that we hope to take to the Postgraduate 
Coursework Committee in March 2009. I have also contacted Patricia Weerakoon within your Faculty, for her 
input. 
  
You will see that it refers to the Masters Program in STD/HIV. In summary, the document outlines: 



  
1. That the existing 72 credit point Masters program in STD/HIV is losing its attractiveness to overseas and local 
markets. The overseas students, in particular, find the 24 credit point Treatise component particularly burdensome. 
2. We hope to replace this with an entirely new coursework 48 credit point Masters. This would be more in line 
with the rest of the Faculty. 
3. Following successful completion of the coursework Masters, stronger students would be able to pursue a new, 
articulated, MPhil.  
4. Students would be able to enrol either for the coursework Masters, or for the new, combined double degree. 
5. There will be a minor change in the Units of Study offered, designed to increase the overall flexibility of the 
course. 
  
These changes follow consultation with existing students, extensive discussions within our department and the 
Faculty. It follows the model of the recently approved program in Reproductive Health. Please note that students 
will only be allowed to complete the two degrees sequentially, and not simultaneously.  
  
To allow us to progress this matter in a timely manner, I would very much appreciate any comments you may 
within two weeks. 
  
Please let me know if you have any queries. 
  
  
Richard Hillman 
Coordinator STI/HIV Programs 
STI Research Centre 
University of Sydney 
Westmead 
Australia 
T + 61 2 9845 6276  
Visit us at: http://stirc.med.usyd.edu.au/ 



APPENDIX 11: REPORT FROM MMED & MSc MED (STD/HIV) STUDENT SURVEY 
 
Report on survey of current and former students of the Master of Medicine and Master of Science in Medicine 
(Sexually Transmitted Diseases and Human Immunodeficiency Virus) regarding aspects of the course and 
proposed changes to the course structure. 
 
Survey method and total received: 
The survey was available online or as an electronic Word document. There was an 82% response rate to the survey. 
Twenty complete responses were received, eighteen online and two as Word documents. 
Another eight incomplete responses were entered online. 
Partial responses have been included in the results for the relevant questions, in section 1 of the survey. 
 
1. About the respondents: 

• Of the respondents, 86% had enrolled as international students.  
 

• Age range of respondents: 
  

Age group No. of students 
20-24  1 
25-29  8 
30-34 7 
35-44 10 
45-54 2 
55+ 0 

 
 

• 50% of respondents were female, 50% male. 
 

• 89% had enrolled in/completed the Master of Medicine, 11% the Master of Science in Medicine 
 

• 60% of respondents had completed the course, 40% were still enrolled. 
  

• The majority of students enrolled in the course for career advancement (61%), with others citing career 
change (11%) or personal interest as the reason. 

 
2. Students’ perception of the course: 
Please note: Only 18 respondents completed all questions in this section of the survey. 
 

• 85% of respondents considered the research component of the course to be Extremely or Very important to 
their perceived value of the course; the remaining 15% considered it to be Moderately or Slightly 
important. 

 
• Of the current students who responded to this question (6 in total), 50% would transfer to the double 

degree if given the option, 50% would exit with the MMed(STD/HIV) or MScMed(STD/HIV). 
 

• Of the graduates who responded to this question (12 in total), 75% said they would have completed 
requirements for both master’s, 25% would have exited with the MMed(STD/HIV) or 
MScMed(STD/HIV). 
 

 
 


