Jury Report for the 2006-7 Planning Perspectives Prize
 
 
The International Planning History Society awards the Planning Perspectives prize for the best planning history article published in that journal every two years. The prize is generously sponsored by Taylor & Francis, publishers of the leading planning history journal, Planning Perspectives.
 
The winner for 2006-7 was Dr. Duanfang Lu, for her article “Travelling urban form: the neighbourhood unit in China”, published in Volume 21(4) of the journal in 2006.
 
The article discusses the transmission of planning ideas through the lens of the neighbourhood unit and its development and design in China. The research made extensive use of Chinese journals and plans, and Charles Perry’s early work. Professor Lu addressed the influence of the Russian superblock, and the emergence of the microdistrict as China’s version of the neighbourhood unit. The evolution of the Chinese neighbourhood unit as the nation goes through the cultural effects of post-imperialism, nationalism, communism, and now globalisation is enthralling.
 
The jury believes that the article follows the traditions of best scholarship from the IPHS and Planning Perspectives.
 
The jury was unanimous in its selection, but had a wealth of fine articles to choose from. These included Daniel Abramson’s article on Beijing preservation policy, Adam Hodges’ essay on the jitney bus, and Cristina Purcar’s article on railway planning.
 
Respectfully submitted
 
 
Carola Hein, Ian Morley, Heleni Porfyriou and David Gordon 

