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         We’re immersed in the cultural complexity of art and architecture
     





                            

                        

                    

                    
                        
                            
                            




     
         Making sense of the visual art created today and by cultures of the recent and distant past. 
     



                            

                            
                            




    
    
    



	
		
		
			We engage with art and visual culture both within Australia and around the world. From medieval Italian manuscripts to contemporary Asian installations and the study of museums, galleries and institutions, we are experts in art history, curating, film studies, and museum and heritage studies.

Through our fieldwork placements you'll have the opportunity to visit major cities around the world and experience art beyond classroom learning. 

Other specialisations include modern art, post-modern art, contemporary art and film from the United States, global histories of art and its networks and exchanges, Western Europe, East and Southeast Asia, and Australia, the last of which includes the study of Indigenous painting, and new media.


		
		

	






    
    
    

    
    
     
         Our study offering
     



    
    

        
        
            
            
    
        
            
                
                    Art Curating - postgraduate
                
            

        


        
            
                Gain a sophisticated understanding of the full range of cultural, theoretical, social, political and economic issues underlying the art gallery and museum system. 




	Master of Art Curating
	Graduate Certificate in Art Curating
	Graduate Diploma in Art Curating







            

        

    


        
            
            
    
        
            
                
                    Art History - undergraduate
                
            

        


        
            
                In today’s image-saturated world, the ability to interpret critically the visual qualities of a given object is highly relevant. Study art history to gain skills in understanding and interpreting visual communication, expression and innovation. Explore the rich and fascinating history of creating, viewing and experiencing works of art and architecture. Understand and recognise how art is a profound and persistent human impulse.

	Art History major*


	Art History minor*
	Art History (Honours)


*Available to all students studying the Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Economics and Bachelor of Visual Arts, as well as all combined Bachelor of Advanced Studies degrees.  



            

        

    


        
            
            
    
        
            
                
                    Art History - research 
                
            

        


        
            
                For those aiming to compete for specialist and academic posts in museums and universities, a research degree is becoming increasingly important. The rewards of working on new material or bringing new approaches are great, and the University offers breadth and depth of supervisory expertise in Art History and related fields.



	Doctor of Philosophy  
	Master of Philosophy  
	Master of Arts (Research)   




            

        

    


        
            
            
    
        
            
                
                    Museum and Heritage Studies - postgraduate
                
            

        


        
            
                Museum and Heritage Studies will equip you with a contextual understanding of core historical and theoretical developments in museum and heritage studies. You will learn the frameworks for managing collections and sites and develop a practical understanding of the modes of interpretation used in the museum and heritage sector.

	Master of Museum and Heritage Studies
	Graduate Certificate in Museum and Heritage Studies
	Graduate Diploma in Museum and Heritage Studies




            

        

    


        
            
            
    
        
            
                
                    Museum and Heritage Studies - research
                
            

        


        
            
                The research programs involve independent research work and the preparation of a thesis under the supervision of the director of the program, and other academic staff in the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences.



	Museum and Heritage Studies




            

        

    


        

        
        

    








    
    
    







    
    

    
    
    
    

    
    

    
    
        

    

        


        

			
	            
            

            

                
                

    
        
        
            
        
        
        
    

                

                
                    
                


            

            

                
                    
                    
     
         Master of Art Curating explained
     


                


                
                
                    

                    
                        Read our comprehensive guide to the Master of Art Curating program. The course is your gateway to the vibrant world of art curation. We're here to provide you with all the information you need.
                    

                


                


                

            


            

        


    


    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    







    
    
    



	
		
		
			Our research  

We are a leader in art history and theory research in Australia with strengths across a wide range of areas, including:

	Early modern Europe and Asia
	Visual culture and global modernities
	Australian art, includes the study of Indigenous painting, cinema, and new media
	Asian art
	Film history and theory
	Museum and exhibition studies



		
		

	






    
    
    

	
     
         Research institutes and resources
     






    
    
    


	




    
    
    




    
    
        
        
            







    
        
        

    
    
    
    

    
    

    
    
        

    

        


        

			
	            Centres and institutes_

            

            

                
                

    
        
        
        
            
        
        
    

                

                
                    
                


            

            

                
                    
                    
     
         Power Institute
     


                


                
                
                    

                    
                        The Power Institute is a Foundation based at the University of Sydney dedicated to understanding the visual world through art and visual culture. 
                    

                


                


                

            


            

        


    


    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    


    
    


        
    











	




    
    
    




    
    
        
        
            







    
        
        

    
    
    
    

    
    

    
    
        

    

        


        

			
	            Centres and institutes_

            

            

                
                

    
        
        
        
            
        
        
    

                

                
                    
                


            

            

                
                    
                    
     
         Schaeffer Fine Arts Library
     


                


                
                
                    

                    
                        The Schaeffer Fine Arts Library is a key resource that provides facilities for individual study and research and a collection of materials that is distinguished by both academic quality and breadth.

                    

                


                


                

            


            

        


    


    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    


    
    


        
    



















    
    
    

	
     
         Our people 
     






    
    
    

    
    

    
    

        
        
            
            
    
        
            
                
                    Academic staff
                
            

        


        
            
                	Professor Jennifer Barrett
	Professor Roger Benjamin
	Associate Professor Donna Brett
	Dr Keith Broadfoot
	Dr Mark De Vitis


	Professor Ann Elias
	Dr Peyvand Firouzeh
	Dr Stephen Gilchrist
	Dr Anna Lawrenson
	Professor Mark Ledbury
	Dr Yvonne Low
	Dr Chiara O'Reilly
	Professor Mary Roberts




            

        

    


        
            
            
    
        
            
                
                    Key academic contacts
                
            

        


        
            
                	Professor Roger Benjamin, Chair of Discipline
	Dr Yvonne Low, Undergraduate Course Component Coordinator 
	Associate Professor Sarah Gleeson-White, Honours Coordinator


	Dr Mark De Vitis, Postgraduate Program Coordinator, Art Curating
	Dr Chiara O’Reilly, Postgraduate Program Coordinator, Museum & Heritage Studies
	Professor Mary Roberts,  Research Director 


	Dr Lilian Cameron, Academic Internship Coordinator, Art Curating & Museum and Heritage Studies




            

        

    


        
            
            
    
        
            
                
                    Honorary Associates
                
            

        


        
            
                	Professor John Clark


	Dr Anita Callaway
	Dr Kathleen Davidson
	Professor Jos Hackforth-Jones
	Dr Kitty Hauser


	Dr Olivier Krischer
	Dr  Louise Marshall
	Dr Catriona Moore
	Dr Mariko Smith


	Professor Emeritus Terence Smith
	Dr Stephen Whiteman




            

        

    


        

        
        

    








    
    
    



	
		
		
			Events

Visit the School's events calendar  to see our upcoming events and seminars.


		
		

	








                        

                        
                            
                            




    
    
    

    

    

        
     
         Art History
     


        
     
         Find out more about the major
     



        

    






    
    
    

    

    

        
     
         Master of Art Curating
     


        
     
         Find out more about the degree
     



        

    








                            
                            




    
    
    





    

        
        
            
     
         Discipline Chair
     


        


        
        

            
            
                
    

        
        

        
        
            

    
        
        
        
            
        
        
    

        

        
        

    

            


            
            
        


        
        

            
            
     
         Professor Roger Benjamin

     



            
            
                Professor Roger Benjamin's academic profile
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         Useful links
     



    
    
     
         Stay up-to-date
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                    GLAMatSydney: the Department's art and culture blog
                    
                

            
        
	
            
                
                    Current students website
                    
                

            
        
	
            
                
                    Follow us on Twitter
                    
                

            
        
	
            
                
                    Follow us on Facebook
                    
                

            
        



    
    








                        

                    

                

            

            
                
                    
                    
                    




    
    
    





    
    
        
            
     
         Featured news
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            09 November 2023


            

                
                

    
        
        
        
            
        
        
    


                

                
                    
                


            

            


            
                
                
     
         Art Curating internship experience: Chau Chak Wing Museum 
     



                
                While interning at the Chau Chak Wing Museum, Art Curating student Ksenia Radchenko examined the artistic evolution in ancient coins and refined her podcasting skills.
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            25 October 2023


            

                
                

    
        
        
        
            
        
        
    


                

                
                    
                


            

            


            
                
                
     
         From Museum and Heritage Studies to climate crisis awareness
     



                
                Before graduating, Museum and Heritage Studies student Lisa McKeever interned at the Australian Museum. She now works for the museum's philanthropy department full-time.
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            21 February 2022


            

                
                

    
        
        
        
            
        
        
    


                

                
                    
                


            

            


            
                
                
     
         From art history to a job at Vogue
     



                
                How final year double major in art history and history, Gladys Lai, found herself in fashion journalism.
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         From an arts degree to jewellery designer
     



                
                Art history graduate and multidisciplinary artist, Cong Yu, started her jewellery label, which explores jewellery as a sculptural material. 
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            04 September 2019


            

                
                

    
        
        
        
            
        
        
    


                

                
                    
                


            

            


            
                
                
     
         Then we take Berlin
     



                
                Our students recently travelled overseas to Berlin as part of the ‘Art and the City’ subject, visiting cultural, artistic, and historic attractions. We spoke about the immersive experience of international fieldwork and how it opened their eyes to other possibilities.
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