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ACTION FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

In recent weeks concern has been expressed about Australia chairing the U.N Commission on Human Rights in Geneva March 15th - April  25th 2004. 


Some human rights advocates have questioned the Australian Government's role because there has been ongoing criticism of official commitment to all human rights conventions, especially those relating to asylum seekers, indigenous peoples and Australia's failure to ratify the Optional Protocol on Torture or the Optional Protocol on the Elimination on Discrimination on Women. 


However it is important to recognise that the United Nations Commission on Human Rights operates as an annual forum where the aim is to educate and monitor human rights standards globally. Certainly the focus is on all those countries without any commitment to human rights, but it is also an important opportunity to monitor declining standards in western democracies.

 
It is also an occasion for human rights advocates to use that six-week focus to actively pursue human rights at the domestic level.  UNAA recommends that in Australia we actively pursue a strategy of BRINGING HUMAN RIGHTS HOME during the period of March 15th - April 25th. 


This campaign will be launched on March 12th in Sydney at the Centre of Peace and Conflict Studies, University of Sydney at a forum ACTION FOR HUMAN RIGHTS.


The BRINGING HUMAN RIGHTS HOME campaign will urge Australians to actively adopt a human rights focus for six weeks by:

 
......Logging on to Human Rights websites 


       www.unchr.org 
       www.hrw.org/un/unchr60.htm 
       www.icmc.net 
       www.fidh.org 

...... Writing to Federal Parliamentarians about specific human rights 
        of concern locally or internationally. 
.......Conducting informal and informal debates about human rights in 
       Australia, including the need for an Australian Bill of Rights 

.......Writing letters to the editor of local and national newspapers about 
       human rights issues of concern. 
.......Phoning Talk Back radio to get human rights issues discussed 
.......Asking teachers what human rights education is programmed in our 
       schools. 
.......Finding out how Australian federal ,state and local governments 
       comply with human rights standards agreed to by successive governments 

......Throwing a neighbourhood party to talk about the way governments avoid 
       fulfilling their duty to respect individuals' human rights. 

These are just a few ideas to help us plan for a special six weeks of respecting peoples rights to live according to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

Human rights touches us all in our daily lives. We should be actively concerned to end human rights abuse in many regions of the world, but we should also be prepared to closely examine how people are treating each other at home, at work, in our schools and child care centres, in aged care homes, prisons and detention centres. Most human rights abuse is committed by the powerful against the weak and that puts a special responsibility on governments to monitor how its institutions are run. 


So we have to play our part in monitoring governments' behaviour. 

Margaret Reynolds 
National President 
United Nations Association of Australia
Centre for Peace
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