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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting
of the
Council of the Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies, University of Sydney 

Tuesday 4th December 2001, Mackie Building, University of Sydney.

Chair: Ken Macnab, (President)
Present: Stuart Rees, (Director), Roslyn Simms, Abe Qadan, Lynda Blanchard, Jane Sloane, Paul Clark, Aime Ndayisaba, Anthony Mell, Marjorie Bull, Mary Lane, Greg Ashton, Peter Marston, Cheryl Minks, Laurie Craddock, Peg Craddock, Paul White, Wendy Lambourne Reid, Goranka Slavujevic,, Shu-Fang Wei, Andrew Greig, Antonia Stephens, Victor Zonca 

1a Apologies:  Jane Fulton, Jan de Vooyd, Stephen Reid, Pamela la Moyne, Shereen Musson
1b Previous Minutes: adopted (KM/SR).
1c Matters arising  Dealt with below in context.

2. Director’s Report (Stuart Rees) Stuart presented the Director’s report for the year 2001 and reviewed it as follows.  (Sydney Peace Prize See below.)
West Papua Project Stuart described this as a significant but difficult undertaking. Funding has been difficult and the project presupposes a process of community development and requires more people familiar with and able to work with such processes. With the project the only certainty is uncertainty.  There has been a much ongoing negotiation with diverse groups including West Papuans located in various countries, the Indonesian Ambassador to Australia, DFAT, various NGOs and others and potential funding bodies in Australia and overseas - all of which has together produced significant workload and stress. A full day workshop was conducted by CPACS mid year for about 70 people mainly from the above groups which was an enormous success in bringing together those working on this issue from a range of angles mostly from within Australia to better understand each others’ perspectives and ambitions. And to strengthen mutual communication and alignment. Another workshop is to be held in the week after the AGM.  Preparation for this has been very very demanding. 
Student Internships  This  programme has been very rewarding . Three students have been working within CPACS as interns which provides extra resources for CPACS and gives students the opportunity to learn the politics of advocacy, research and gamesmanship.
Seminar – A seminar was presented entitled ‘Debunking the Myths of Asylum seekers’  and was considered to be incredibly important.
Staff achievements Lynda Blanchard is to finish her official position tonight.  Stuart expressed his gratitude for her considerable contribution to the development of CPACS. 
Council agreed to acknowledge Lynda’s significant contribution to CPACS with gratitude (KM/ AQ)  Stuart also advised that acknowledgements were due to Wendy Lambourne for her contribution to the teaching programme and to Peggy Craddock for the operation and expansion of the library. Stuart welcomed Dr Paul White appointed on staff as Research Officer.
(see Director’s report for detailed comments on all fo the above )/

3. Post Graduate Teaching Report (Stuart Rees in the absence of Jane Fulton)  Ken noted that the success of the programme could be measured by the fact that it was now the third largest course in the faculty of Arts. It was financially self-funding and unusual in being solely postgraduate Students may undertake a complete MA writing the CPACS or do cross-listed courses. Hoping this year to see the University create establishment staff teaching positions. (see later). Stuart believed that it was important to explain to students what CPACS was about – its idiosyncracies and complexities.  Stuart noted how the Non Violence and Social Change course had resulted in a whole-of-class student project that brought together 70 people students and members of the Sydney Muslim community in an environment of hospitality and friendship this at a time when Muslim in Sydney are being demonized and scapegoated. 

4. Programme Development Report (Lynda Blanchard)  Lynda tabled the Development report and reflected on how CPACS has grown during her employ from a two day a week operation to the thriving 5 plus day centre that it is now. Lynda hoped that next year the student body would become more involved in the advocacy and development work of CPACS. Some specific outputs for the year included a library resource on Peace Centres on the Internet., Peace Education seminars (2 hrs) presented by Lynda and Jane Fulton for international students  (mostly ESOL), and the research and development project into night patrols by indigenous women which has now attracted substantial funding. 

5. Librarian’s Report (Peggy Craddock)  Peggy presented the report and advised that there had been a new influx of books but that more were needed as a result of the growing graduate teaching programme. The library ran on an honours system,. There was a problem with available space. 
6. Membership Secretary’s Report (Abe Qadan)  Abe tabled the report and advised that Stephen Reid had developed a new MS Access computer database for CPACS Members which was proving invaluable.  Life Membership has been introduced – there are now eight life members. Marjorie Bull is Life Member No 1 (applause) and has been issued with the new Certificate. Stella Cornelius has given valuable advice about how to attract and keep members. 
7.  Finance Report (Antonia Stephenson) Antonia tabled the Finance Report which showed that the total revenue in the year to 3 December was approx $ 93,000 plus a grant for $1,000 and other income of $2,500. Expenditure in the period was $ 94,858. Next year’s budget allows for a surplus of $ 13,000.  Thanks to School of Society and Culture that is managing finances now. Next development will be to produce a profit and loss balance sheet. Ken expressed gratitude on behalf of CPACS to Prof Pezzeman (sp?) as Head of College for continuing to support CPACS. A discussion followed as to the distinction between budgeting as a management tool as part of business forward planning and the financial reporting presented to the AGM which is essential for auditable accounting and financial responsibility.  

8. Sydney Peace Foundation report (Stuart Rees) Stuart presented the SPF Report noting that the Sydney Peace Foundation exists to award the Sydney Peace Prize and to support CPACS. SPF organised two major seminars aimed at the corporate world. The first on ‘Investing in Human Rights’ was held in May and the second on ‘Human Rights and Corporate Responsibility’ was held in August - both at the Sydney Hilton.  A highlight of the year was the selection and award of the Sydney Peace Prize to Sir William Deane. This was accompanied by the Sydney Peace Prize lecture given by Sir William in November - plus other associated functions including the sell-out fundraising dinner in the Great Hall. Stuart commented that the Foundation was a financial lifeline for CPACS as can be seen from the accounts. Stuart acknowledged Antonia Stephenson’s invaluable contributions to the viability and professional running of the SPF.  In the coming year there were plans for a ‘concert for peace’ at the Sydney Opera House and for the visit of the Dalai Lama - who will be awarded the Sydney Peace Medal and it is hoped, will attend a corporate breakfast. 

9. Publications Report (Wendy Lambourne on behalf of Jane Fulton) Wendy presented the Publications Report which described what Jane and CPACS have done and also tabled two occasional papers the first was written by students and contained five case studies of peace building.  The second was a transcript of Sir Wm Deane’s SPP speech (for sale).  
Peace Writes the CPACS newsletter edited by Jane continues to be very well received. 

10. Seminars (Wendy Lambourne) Briefly Wendy foreshadowed the intention to conduct seminars next semester with Abe Qadan on the Middle East with a provisional title of ‘Beyond the Stalemate.’  

11. CPACS direction in 2002 (Ken Macnab)  After some discussion, Ken succinctly summarised the needs for the coming year as ‘need more space and resources’ to enable CPACS’ growing potential to be fostered. 
12. Election of Office Bearers (Ken Macnab) 
The following office bearers were elected - all unanimously and/or unopposed.

President 



Ken Macnab
Director 



Stuart Rees
Assistant Director 

Antonia Stephenson
Research Officer 


Paul White 
Teaching Coordinator 

Jane Fulton
Publications Officer 

(deferred - Wendy will assist Jane for now)
Membership Secretary 

Abe Qadan
Secretary 



Paul Clark
West Paua Project Coordinator 
John Ondawame
Librarian 



Peggy Craddock
Project Development Officer 
Lynda Ann Blanchard
Seminar Coordinator 

Wendy Lambourne
To be advised 


15 or 16 other Council Members plus a fellow of Senate. 

Any Other Business:  None 
Next Annual General meeting:  to be advised

Next CPACS Council meeting: Tuesday February 12th 2002 6.00 pm at CPACS

There being no further business  the meeting closed at  8.00pm.
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