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Council of the Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies, 

University of Sydney

MINUTES      

CPACS Council Meeting Tuesday 23rd March  2004  6.00pm at CPACS

1. Attendance and Apologies: 

The President to welcome new Student Representative: Kit Ramsdell

Attendance Ken Macnab, Stuart Rees, Cheryl Minks, Iris Wielders, Paul Clark (Minutes), Bernadette Connole, Peg Craddock, John Telford, Lynda Blanchard, Christina Batchen, Paul White, Dennis Christley, George Varughese, Wendy Lambourne, Greg Ashton, Andrew Greig, Laurie Craddock.  

Apologies Abe Qadan

2. Previous minutes and matters arising: Previous meetings’ minutes adopted.KM/WL (Amend McCittrick to McGoldrick) 

2.1 CPACS E-group and mailing list (action on previous meeting item 5.1):  (Paul Clark) and Iris Wielders have conferred and agreed a form of wording to be sent out to Members and others inquiring about the mailing lists and on-line community.  There will be two ‘lists’ one, as now, a group for interaction and sharing of articles and information on events by CPACS and other like organisations. Second a low volume alternative, a one-way mailing list of CPACS events only.  (1 automatically includes 2) 

2.2 Acknowledging Peacebuilders (action on previous item 5.2): (Paul Clark) No action taken on this for this meeting, will report to next meeting. 
2.3 Conflict Resolution Desk (action on previous item 6.1) (Paul Clark) At the previous Council meeting Council approved pursuit of this endeavour at the maximum level of involvement outlined in the CRD position paper’s ‘Option 3’.  This was further supported by the Executive Committee at its meeting in which approved in principle seed funding of the coming year to employ someone on a part time basis. This is subject to submission and approval of a detailed proposal by the CRD. The CRD Team will have on met 23rd March and its updated position will be conveyed to Council at the meeting.

2.4 Life Membership Certificates (action on previous item 6.2) Abe Qadan will report on progress to invite life members to receive their certificates. 

3. Council updates: Brief oral presentations were made summarising the current situations for Council Members. No specific recommendations or decisions were intended or made except as noted below.  

President's update 
Ken Macnab 

Ken advised that considerable ground had been gained in regard to allocating adequate space for CPACS. Negotiations are in train. Ken circulated a one page document entitled ‘Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies’.

Director's update  
Stuart Rees 

Stuart advised that CPACS was trying to paly David and Goliath with too many projects and too few resources. Constantly being asked to host seminars for ‘whoever is in town’. Trying to be a ‘small voice against violence’.

The West Papua Project aimed now to engage with the new Indonesian Representative in Australia. 

Finance update
 Iris Wielders

No report had been submitted in advance. Iris advised that finances were in the black. 

Council Decision: That a summary outline report of CPACS finances be prepared and presented for each Council meeting (adopted  KM/PC)

Sydney Peace Foundation 
Stuart Rees 


1.) The position of Administrative Officer will be filled by Easter. 

2) Alan Cameron taking the reins - wants to increase Executive to 12 – new blood.

3) Cementing relations with current partners. Trying to get at least two more partners by end of year. 
Librarian's update  
Peggy Craddock

Large number of books etc from People for Nuclear Disarmament have been received with thanks and are being catalogued. 

Galtung Workshop
Lynda–ann Blanchard 

Workshop held at SGI Homebush 16th March very successfully. Feedback has been positive. Philip Adams has conducted two interviews with Johan. 

Council Decision: That Lynda-Ann be thanked for all her hard work in making this event a success. (adopted IW/KM)
4. Teaching report: 
(Wendy Lambourne) (see appended report and discussion items) 

Recommendations: 
No specific recommendations

5. Publications Report  (Iris Wielders)

A new PeaceWrites is due out in April. Contributions are welcome. Iris would also appreciate some help with proofreading: Laurie Craddock as co-publication officer?
NEW: CPACS Working Paper No. 04/1, Lynda-ann Blanchard, Joining the GAP: Australia and the Dialogue on Global Action to Prevent War. Can be downloaded from the website.

Forthcoming publications:

· Best student essays of 2003 in an occasional paper

· Working paper about the Human Rights forum of 12 March 2004

· Working/Occasional paper on the Galtung workshop of 16 March 2004

Recommendations: 
No specific recommendations

6. Seminars/ Talks report: 
(Iris Wielders)

6.1 Action for Human Rights Friday 12 March 2004 9.00 am – 12.30 pm The Global Action to Prevent War (GAPW) Australia.  This interactive morning forum aimed to identify Australia's responsibility in chairing the Human Rights Commission in Geneva. And further, what Australia's role might be in policies for defence and prevention to do with non-violence. The themes of the morning dialogue explored the opportunity of "Bringing Human Rights Back Home". The agenda was: Action for Human Rights, Australia's Chair of the UN Commission on Human Rights, Australia's role in Global Action to Prevent War. Key Speakers: Margaret Reynolds, (President United Nations Association Australia). Professor Joseph Camilleri, (Co-Convenor Global Action to Prevent War Australia) and Dr Sue Wareham, (President, Medical Association to Prevent War). Chairs: Professor Stuart Rees, (Director Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies); Dr Stella Cornelius, (Director Conflict Resolution Network).

Recommendations: 
No specific recommendations

6.2 Reporting Conflict: Responsibilities of the media Thursday 22 January 2004 (CPACS together with the Australian Centre for Independent Journalism, and with the support of the Media Entertainment and Arts Alliance).  A seminar for journalists and journalism students with Jake Lynch & Annabel McGoldrick, (Reporting the World, Oxford, UK),  Chris Nash, (Director, Australian Centre for Independent Journalism),  Mark Davis, (SBS Dateline) & other representatives of the Australian media, chaired by Lynette Simons, (CPACS/CRD).

Recommendations: 
No specific recommendations

6.3 Seminars in the pipeline:

Seminar/candle light vigil surrounding the anniversary of the genocide in Rwanda, possibly on Monday 5 April, lunchtime and/or Tuesday 6 April in the evening. Details t.b.c.

Seminar with Sri Sri Ravi Shankar, from Bangalore, India. Tentative for 7 April in the morning.

Seminar about the peace process in Bougainville with Marylin Havini and Josie Kaouna, who wrote a book on the role of women in conflict resolution in the conflict on Bougainville. Tentative for 22 April.
Recommendations: 
No specific recommendations

7. CPACS new projects/updates 
(Iris Wielders)

7.1 NSWHREC  The executive committee agreed to support the employment of a NSWHREC person for approx 15 weeks, to be based at CPACS, based on a grant that Lynda-ann Blanchard and Tim Marchant managed to get. 

Recommendations: 
No specific recommendations

7.2 The role of civil society in the prevention of armed conflict The executive committee agreed for Iris to draw up a letter to offer CPACS’ assistance/involvement in this international project which is being coordinated on a global level by the European Centre for Conflict Prevention (Iris’ former workplace)

Recommendations: 
No specific recommendations

8. West Papua Project Report 
(Michela Noonan)

This project has been an important forum for the West Papuan people since it began in 2000.  It aims to promote peaceful dialogue between the people of West Papua and Indonesia and to promote conflict resolution as a viable alternative to West Papua’s current and escalating conflict. This is encouraged through strengthening networks, addressing the information deficit on West Papua (through research and a public awareness campaign) and promoting education on conflict resolution. 

So far, three workshops have been held with representatives from a cross-section of West Papuan society, as well as Australian participants. The two day workshop in September 2002 was widely considered to be a significant step in the peace process of West Papua. As well as bringing Papuans together, both from the region and from Australia, it was also a chance for Australian (and overseas) journalists to make media contact.  The access to West Papuan spokespeople during this time was unparalleled and ensured there was a more balanced perspective, particularly concerning the events surrounding the massacre in the Freeport concession in August 2002. 

The next conference is planned for early June of this year. It will emphasise the nature of dialogue, human rights and identity. The guests will include representatives from government, human rights organisations, journalists, religious groups, women, students, academics, environmentalists and health practitioners. This conference will be open to the public.

We will keep you updated on all developments and in the mean time the WPP is here as a resource and information centre. Our email list is currently being updated so please send us contact details.  

Until the end of 2002 the West Papua project was run by John Ondawame. Unfortunately he could not be in Australia for the start of the 2004 year, however he continues his important work representing the West Papuan people in international meetings with both governments and non government organisations. We hope he will join in the Project later in the year. He remains a consultant. 

Until then the project is coordinated by John Wing and Michela Noonan, who have a long association with West Papua. John has a background in education and development studies, completing his post-graduate studies through USyd’s anthropology department. Michela has a Masters degree in International Relations, is an actress and is currently studying law. They can be found two days a week in Room 122. WPP’s direct number is 9351 3453, or a message can be left with Iris on 9351 7686.

Recommendations: 
No specific recommendations

9. Global Action to Prevent War Report 

The Global Action to Prevent War (GAPW) program is a comprehensive set of political, military and social processes that aims to build a global coalition to stop war, genocide and internal armed conflict. GAPW calls for the establishment of a United Nations system capable of preventing war, genocide and other deadly conflict. It also calls for the mobilisation of an international consortium of civil society organisations to support this objective. In Australia, Professor Joseph Camilleri, Centre for International Relations, LaTrobe University and Emeritus Professor Stuart Rees, Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies, are the conveners for the Australian Chapter of the GAPW network.

On the new GAPW website (http://www.arts.usyd.edu.au/centres/cpacs/gapw.htm) you can find:

Proposed working group for the GAPW Australia project
Inaugural GAPW –Australia workshop
GAPW – Priorities for Australia
GAPW Working Paper
Recommendations: 
No specific recommendations

10. Policy Items 

10.1 Proposal for Council to move AGM from December to January, February or March each year. 

Issue: Complete financial data for the calendar year is unavailable in December and so each year the financial reporting to the AGM is incomplete and complex. Also December is an extremely busy month for CPACS administration and preparing the annual (AGM) report then is an added burden. January is likely to be non-viable because of holidays. February or March are more likely to work. 

Council’s Decision: That Council holds its AGM in late February or early March each year.  (Adopted KM/PC)

11. Any Other Business

12. Date for next CPACS Council Meeting. tuesday 4th May 2004
Close of meeting 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

TEACHING REPORT by WENDY LAMBOURNE for CPACS COUNCIL 23 MARCH 2004

The Citigroup Scholarship for Peace and Conflict Studies 2004 has been awarded to Abha Shrestha from Nepal. Abha commenced her studies this semester. She works for a human rights NGO in Nepal and is keen to learn about how she can help promote reconciliation of the internal armed conflict in her home country. We plan to invite the scholarship sponsors to a formal event to officially award the scholarship later in the semester. 

We expect a response later in the year from Sydney Peace Foundation about our proposal for a continuation of scholarship support through SPF corporate sponsors. In the meantime, Wendy has met with IDP Education Australia about ideas for offering postgraduate scholarships at University of Sydney through the Peace Scholarship Trust. 

23 new students have enrolled in the postgraduate PACS program in first semester, including Palestinian, Greek, Nepalese, Norwegian, British, Japanese and American as well as Australian ethnic affiliations. They join the 27 continuing students to make a total of 50 students currently enrolled in the PACS program. Including cross-listing students, there are 100 enrolments in PACS coursework units this semester. Class sizes are still the highest in the Arts Faculty, with 32 in the core unit, 25 in Nonviolence, 23 in Reconciliation and 20 in Human Rights. There are 23 students working on their MA dissertations this semester.

The Australasian Peace and Conflict Studies Roundtable was successfully held on Monday 22 February at CPACS. More than 20 representatives from Australian and New Zealand peace and conflict studies programs participated in the Roundtable as well as the social event the previous evening. The Australian Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies at University of Queensland has agreed to host the next Roundtable in February 2005. Iris is preparing a report of the Roundtable and has agreed to manage an email list and website for the group.

Options for comment and discussion:

Negotiations and planning are continuing to develop a strategic plan for the PACS teaching program to ensure its growth and long-term sustainability. There are a number of proposals on the table, all of which are currently being pursued, except for the last one.

1. Conversion of the current Lecturer Level B position into a permanent appointment after the current three-year contract expires in February 2006.

2. Sydney Peace Foundation to fund part of a Lecturer position in place of the current part-time Research Officer position. The University would be approached to provide the balance of funding to enable a full-time Lecturer to be appointed who would contribute to both research and teaching in PACS.

3. Creation of a new joint Lecturer position with the Department of Sociology to teach existing and newly created undergraduate and postgraduate units for both Sociology and PACS.

4. Working with other departments in the School to develop new units that could be taught by existing staff and offered through the PACS program through cross-listing, e.g. a new unit on “Theatre and Conflict Resolution” through Performance Studies.

5. Obtaining external funding for a professorial endowment or other sponsorship of a Lecturer position or Professor in PACS.

Wendy Lambourne

Coordinator Peace and Conflict Studies

