CPACS Council Annual General Meeting





        MINUTES

Tuesday 14th February 2006








p. 2 of 3

[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]


University of Sydney

Council of the Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies

Annual General Meeting February 14th 2006

MINUTES

Meeting held Tuesday 14th February 2006 at 6.00pm 

at CPACS, Mackie Building K01 Arundel Street Sydney NSW 2006

1. Attendance and Apologies: 

Attendance Ken Macnab, Stuart Rees, Kathryn Logan, Jenny McNaughton, Wendy Lambourne, Andrew Greig, Dennis Christley, Erik Paul, Lynda- ann Blanchard, Stella Cornelius, Abe Quadan, Leona Kieran, George Varughese, Mary Lane, David Lane, Cheryl Minks, Paul Clark (Minutes), Chris Hamer, Mike Jones, Su Yeon Ahn, Reign Haub, Bernadette Connole
Apologies: Lynette Simons, Greg Ashton, John Telford, Armen Gakavian, Peggy Craddock, Laurie Craddock. 

2. Previous AGM minutes and matters arising (Ken Macnab): Previous meetings’ minutes adopted unanimously (Ken Macnab/Laurie Craddock) 

Life Membership Certificate for Marjorie Bull (Stuart Rees): Stuart noted that a visit to see Marjorie was long overdue She is now in accommodation in Mosman. 

Agreed: The Director and the President would visit Marjorie and give her the Life Membership Certificate. (Moved: Stuart Rees, Seconded: Ken Macnab, carried unanimously) 

3. Comments from the chair (Ken Macnab): 

Creation of a Business Plan for CPACS: Ken said that this is an impressive document of record and future direction and was available to members if requested. Ken thanked Wendy Lambourne and Paul Clark who had, with Ken put it together through its 21 drafts. 

Publications: Ken thanked Reign Haub for the production of both ‘Peacewrites’ and the Annual Report. 

Process for professorial appointment: Ken advised that this was in train and that the CPACS Executive will recommend a selected person to a Special General Meeting plus any needed constitutional amendments to be made then. 

4. Annual Report: The Annual Report for 2005 was tabled. It contained reports from individual office bearers and activity centres of CPACS. (Please refer to the Annual Report in conjunction with these minutes.) 

4.1 Director’s Report (Stuart Rees): Stuart referred to Ken Macnab’s report (pages 1 – 10) by saying that: ‘His report sets the context of the 2005 Annual Report. It is a great analysis of world issues for the year, a selfless and first rate piece of analysis and a very helpful commentary’. 

Stuart described the range of seminars held by the Centre as ‘dwarfing anything anyone else in the university has done’. He noted that there were 14 seminars last year which drew thousands of people. Stuart said we have a reputation for bringing people to talk on difficult issues (eg Scott Ritter and Robert Fisk) and we have gained momentum again this year. The Centre’s work on West Papua is still influential despite the Indonesian Government claiming it was all untrue. Stuart recalled that CPACS had published two substantial research reports last year: First was Paul White’s Effects of Racism on Lebanese Youth (in Western Sydney), the relevance of which was highlighted by the Cronulla riots, and second Genocide in West Papua?, which is still causing comment and debate and is a continuing challenge to the Australian Government to take an interest in this nearby conflict. 

Stuart noted that this was his last report as Director. 

Presentation of Life Membership to Stella Cornelius (Stuart Rees): At this point the Agenda was changed and Stuart presented a Life Membership to Stella Cornelius and spoke of Stella’s extraordinary contribution to peace, justice, conflict resolution and human rights. Stella responded. 

Individual officers then expanded on respective parts of the Annual Report. 

4.2 Research and teaching 

Research (Wendy Lambourne): More research being done by research students and from funding from University for Wendy (E. Timor, Rwanda) on reconciliation, justice and peacebuilding, including a grant from the Faculty of $24,000. Wendy is doing research fully for Semester 2 of 2006. Direction for research will be consolidated and made more clear when we know who new research students are. There has been a big number of research applicants this year and CPACS is expecting 4 more research students starting this semester. 

Teaching (Wendy Lambourne): Wendy acknowledged that Ken Macnab has given considerable time, experience and direction to the teaching programme. There have been challenges as result of being in a new school. Wendy acknowledged the contribution of Ken and Stuart and the other part-time lecturers who do way more than they are paid for. There have been two scholarships granted to CPACS students this year. 

Wendy noted that CPACS graduates were an exceptionally diverse group from across the world and were starting to locate job opportunities and career pathways.  

Wendy advised that she has been given a full time permanent position so CPACS now has a full time (paid) academic position. Wendy acknowledged that Genevieve Souillac (part-time lecturer) had published a book and that Lynda Blanchard (part-time lecturer) had successfully completed her PhD.  

4.3 Advocacy and Outreach

Refugee Language Programme (Ken Macnab): Ken spoke on the Programme operating from within CPACS with a paid coordinator and volunteer teachers and advised that the Vice Chancellor had funded this for $30,000 this year. 

Seminars and Events (Reign Haub): These were comprehensively listed in the Annual Report. Reign thanked the volunteers whose contribution was crucial to success of these events. 

Publications (Reign Haub): Members were referred by Reign to the annual report. Reign thanked Su Yeon Ahn for tremendous help in getting things done. 

Membership (Abe Quadan): Abe spoke on a process of reviewing the membership system now under way and that we needed to give members more than we have been doing. Stuart believed that we should have twice as many members.  

CPACS Library (Ken Macnab for Peggy Craddock): Ken referred to the Annual Report and noted that Peggy was unable to attend. Peggy was willing to remain as Librarian. The Library was going to be moved to the ‘Oval Office’, a much bigger room in CPACS, which would also be provided with study and meeting  resources for students. 

Conflict Solutions Australia (Paul Clark): Paul referred Members to the Annual Report. 

Sydney Peace Foundation (Stuart Rees): Stuart referred Members to the Annual report and advised that this year’s Peace Prize Recipient would be announced in May. 

4.4 Treasurer’s Financial Report (Reign Haub): Reign presented the financial report and commented that CPACS had no control over the accounting system and that the university accounting structures made accessing financial information for CPACS very difficult. 

5. Elections: Ken Macnab vacated the Chair and Stuart Rees conducted the first election - of President.  

Ken Macnab was voted President (moved Stuart Rees, seconded Abe Quadan, carried unanimously).

Election of Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and Members of the Council for the year 2006: Ken Macnab resumed the Chair and conducted the remainder of the elections. None were contested. The positions were filled as follows. All decisions were unanimous.

Agreed that: The following people be elected to the Officer positions listed.  

President: 
Ken Macnab 

Vice President:
Paul  Clark 

Secretary: 
Kath Logan

Treasurer: 
Reign Haub 

Agreed that: The following people are Council members for 2006.

Abe Quadan

Andrew Greig

Bernadette Connole

Cheryl Minks

Dennis Christley

Erik Paul

George Varughese

Greg Ashton

Jenny McNaughton

John Telford

Kath Logan 
Ken Macnab

Laurie Craddock

Leona Kieran

Lynda-ann Blanchard

Paul Clark 

Peggy Craddock

Reign Haub
Stuart Rees

Wendy Lambourne

Student Representative Member:  

Stephanie Chiu (advised subsequently)

Election of Membership Secretary, Publications Officer, Librarian, Seminars Coordinator for the year 2005, Chaired by Ken Macnab. 

There were no contested elections and all decisions were unanimous.

Agreed that: The following people be elected to the Officer positions listed.  

Membership: 
Abe Quadan 

Publications: 
Reign Haub 

Director of Library Services:
Peggy Craddock supported by students?

Council Seminars Coordinator: 
Leona Kieran supported by Bernadette Connole, 

Council representatives on CPACS Executive: Lynda Ann Blanchard, Cheryl Minks

6. Any Other Business: None

7. Next Ordinary Council Meeting: tba

Meeting closed at 7.15 pm

REMINDER:
 Next AGM  
Tuesday  20 February 2007 at 6.00 pm at CPACS

