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Minutes of CPACS Council Meeting – Tuesday, 26 May 2009, 6pm

PREAMBLE AND WELCOME

1.  APOLOGIES, ATTENDANCE, DOCUMENTS 
Present:  Ken Macnab (Chair), Jake Lynch, Lynda-ann Blanchard, Keryn Scott, Roger Wescombe, Jenny McNaughton, Erik Paul, Peter Herborn, Frank Hutchinson, Leona Kieran, Abe Quadan, Greg Ashton, Andrew Greig, Ann El Khoury, Peggy Craddock, Laurie Craddock,
Apologies: Chris Hamer, Coral Hauenstein, Stuart Rees, Paul Clark
Documents:  Agenda; previous minutes; letter from Jake Lynch on behalf of council to Professor Michael Spence, Vice-Chancellor, University Senate and Academic Board; Document “Why I’m joining the academic boycott of Israel” by Jake Lynch; “World March” information sheet; IPRA conference schedule.
2.  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Previous minutes: motion to accept from Ken, seconded by Erik.
3.  REPORTS TO COUNCIL
3.1 PRESIDENT’S REPORT – Ken Macnab

Ken reported that Coral’s mother recently died. Council moved to send card with condolences.

Ken reported that Kavitha Suthanthiraraj will be working from Stuart’s office for 10 days. She is visiting from New York and working with Annie Herro on the UNEPS project.

Ken announced that he had recently accepted a medal of the highest honour from Soka University, Tokyo. While in Japan he, along with the Sydney Peace Foundation, presented a medal to Daisaku Ikeda, Soka University. Peggy called for congratulatory applause, which followed.
3.2 DIRECTOR OF CPACS – Jake Lynch

(i) Jake proposed that the council support his letter to the Vice-Chancellor et al. He commended the letter to the council and moved a motion that the council endorse his action in writing the letter. Seconded by Erik. Opposed by Jenny, who presented a letter from a student on exchange at an Israeli university. Discussion ensued about the merits and problems with academic boycotts. Ken stated that he strongly supports the letter and urged the council to vote in support. Ken put the motion to the council. Jenny and Roger voted against. The motion was carried 14:2.
(ii) Jake moved that CPACS offer support for the World March in the form of a student volunteer and desk space. Ken? seconded. All in favour.

3.3 CPACS FINANCES – Ken Macnab

Ken reported that Jake is in negotiation to establish a substantial and discretionary CPACS budget. 
3.4 SYDNEY PEACE FOUNDATION – Ken Macnab (in the absence of Stuart Rees)
Ken reported that the medal given to Ikeda is the third award given by SPF that is not the Sydney Peace Prize. Along with Lynda’s visit the week before, this generated a lot of publicity for CPACS.
Ken announced that the Sydney Peace Prize will be announced in the first week of August, and will be awarded in the first week of November.

The Youth Peace Initiative has developed a website and released a new postcard since its name changed from the Schools Peace Initiative.

3.5 TEACHING – Jake Lynch 
Jake announced that CPACS student numbers are booming, and that enrolments for two new Winter School units will open this week: PACS6926 Peace and Conflict in Southeast Asia, and PACS6927 Transitional Justice and Peacebuilding.
Lynda reported that there has been very positive feedback from students about the Mediation Skills Workshop with Abe this semester. 

3.6 RESEARCH – Jake Lynch

Jake reported that Wendy has funds for a Cambodian researcher for Winter School and to open an exciting new area of research in Transitional Justice in Australia.
3.7 MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY – Ken Macnab

Ticking over
3.8 LIBRARIAN – Peggy Craddock

Peggy is back working in the Resource Centre after a shoulder operation. She highlighted the need for more donations of books and resources as the number of students and subject areas at CPACS grow. Lynda donated various resources on Cambodia.
3.9 PUBLICATIONS – 

Keryn announced that PeaceWrites is due to be printed within the next fortnight

Lynda announced that the manuscript for book from the 20th Anniversary of CPACS is ready and being edited by Lynda and Leah Chan

3.10 SEMINARS/ TALKS/ EVENTS – Jake Lynch
Jake reported that a student with the Sydney Burma Campaign is keen to host another event with CPACS.
Lynda reported that a number of successful lectures to Korean students had been given last week by Jake, Wendy and Lynda.

Jake announced that he will be speaking at an event at UTS tomorrow night 27th May, titled 'Media Complicity?  - Reporting Gaza and Sri Lanka 2009'.

Erik reported that he and Hannah Middleton had taken part in a picketing military bases conference in Korea, which had been well publicised in the media.

Jenny McNaughton was excused from the meeting.
3.11 MEMBERS’ MATTERS

i) IPRA/Peace Studies Group – Jake Lynch
The Peace Studies Group meeting took place a few weeks ago, organised by Frank and Wendy. There needs to be a working group established. We have the opportunity for wider community involvement than there was at the last IPRA conference in Leuven
Lynda announced that along with Johan Galtung the conference will attract organisations such as the TRANSCEND Peace Network, which will hold its meeting in Sydney, as will the Toda Research and Policy network. YPI will also be involved.
Erik requested that a working bee (resolution passed at the last meeting) be put on the agenda for the next council meeting.
4.  OTHER BUSINESS

Abe reported that a previous SPF intern had been appointed by the Mexican Foreign Ministry to call in small arms.
Andrew announced that the book that Leona has edited, Eclipse of the Spirit: A Community in Exile, has been published. It was agreed that this should be added to the CPACS publications list.
The meeting finished at 7.10pm.            Next meeting is on 30 June, 2009, 6.00pm.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Leah Chan
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