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Minutes of CPACS Council Meeting – Tuesday, 7 July 2009, 6pm

PREAMBLE AND WELCOME

1.  APOLOGIES, ATTENDANCE, DOCUMENTS 
Present:  Erik Paul (Chair), Andrew Greig, Frank Hutchinson, Peter Herborn, Leona Kieran, Stuart Rees, Coral Hauenstein, Ann El Khoury, Lindsay Warren, Abe Quadan, Chris Hamer, Jake Lynch, Peggy Craddock, Laurie Craddock, Roger Wescombe, Leah Chan.
Apologies: Lynda-ann Blanchard, Ken Macnab, Greg Ashton
Documents:  Agenda; previous minutes; Vice-Chancellors reply to letter re Academic Relations with Israeli Institutions
2.  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Previous minutes: Accepted. Coral thanked the Council for the card.
3.  REPORTS TO COUNCIL
3.1 PRESIDENT’S REPORT – Ken Macnab

Erik said the President’s Report will be delayed until the next meeting.
3.2 DIRECTOR OF CPACS – Jake Lynch

(i) Jake referred to the VC’s reply letter and noted that Australian universities appeared willing to compromise themselves for the political agenda of the day. He pointed out that the VC’s letter hinted at a promising lead regarding a Palestinian Exchange program and that he would follow-up this possibility with John Hearn.
(ii) Jake reminded the Council about CPACS’ support for the World March in the form of a student volunteer, Alex, and desk space for 1 day a week in semester 2.
(iii) Jake informed the Council of 2 possible events as a result of student initiatives. He proposed an evening event with Cynthia Maung, stating that it might be a good follow-up to CPACS’ “Remember Burma” event in 2008. Erik moved that Jake look into the matter further, Andrew seconded, all were in favour. 
Jake also mentioned the possibility of hosting Imran Khan in October. Erik suggested revisiting this matter at the next meeting. Abe warned that October might be too close to the Sydney Peace Prize events in November.

(iv) Jake suggested a new Sri Lanka Human Rights Project at CPACS, following on from the success of the West Papua Project. He noted that CPACS’ role would be to facilitate people who want to do work on the issue; CPACS would promote dialogue. Stuart thought a priority for the project would be the release of 300000 civilian Tamil detainees. Abe had a reservation that the Tamil community might feel marginalised by the project. Erik moved that CPACS should go ahead with the project, Stuart seconded, all were in favour. 
3.3 CPACS FINANCES – Leah Chan (in the absence of Ken Macnab)
Going swimmingly.
3.4 SYDNEY PEACE FOUNDATION – Stuart Rees
Stuart reported that the search for Chairman Alan Cameron’s successor was going well and the Foundation had made an offer to a candidate. 

Stuart announced that the Sydney Peace Prize recipient will be announced on Monday, 3 August.
Stuart also told the Council that this year’s Peace Prize award ceremony would take place before the lecture, that is, award on Wednesday night; lecture on Thursday night.
3.5 TEACHING – Jake Lynch 
Jake reported that he had marked 68 essays and 4 dissertations and that the quality of student writing was ‘jaw-dropingly good’. He made many recommendations to students to get their work published. 
Stuart suggested getting high achieving students involved in the Centre’s projects. Jake said he would look into cross-listing the Master of Human Rights internship unit of study.
3.6 RESEARCH – Jake Lynch

Jake reported that he had recently secured CPACS’ first grant from the ARC. The grant will go towards starting work on publishing a book.
Jake also mentioned that Wendy was away at a conference in Oxford and that Lynda was continuing her efforts to establish the peace and tourism program in Timor-Leste. He commented that they were both extending their positions at the leading edge.

3.7 MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY – Leah Chan (in the absence of Ken Macnab)
Leah reported that there were a few new memberships over the last weeks, as well as some renewals. She also reported that Kattrin was coming in to work on the membership database one day every 1-2 weeks. 
3.8 LIBRARIAN – Peggy Craddock

Peggy reiterated that the resource centre needed many more donations. She informed the Council that certain materials useful for courses could not be purchased for cheap prices. 
Frank informed the Council of a book donation to the resource centre from Professor Ariel Salleh.
Peggy reminded the Council that books were still missing from the resource centre, including 2 poems she had collected for the Passion Peace and Poetry class.

Peggy informed the Council of Lynda’s lunchtime film-screening series starting in semester 2.

Peggy suggested a lockable cupboard for DVDs.

3.9 PUBLICATIONS – Leah Chan
Leah reported that the final proof of the CPACS 20th anniversary book was submitted to the publisher on Friday 3 July with a tentative release date of 26 October. 
Jake informed the Council that student, Paul Duffil, was recently awarded an international essay prize. The Isaac Roet Prize was worth 2500 Euros. Stuart asked Leah to look into getting the story published in UniNews.
3.10 SEMINARS/ TALKS/ EVENTS – Jake Lynch
Jake announced that Peter King’s disarmament event would be on 31 July. Stuart informed the Council that Politics in the Pub on 31 July would be with war correspondent, Paul McGeough.
Leona reminded the Council about the discussion with Judith LeBlanc to be held at CPACS on 14 July. Judith LeBlanc is Vice President of the Communist Party USA.

Jake informed the Council of CPACS’ involvement in the National Social Cohesion conference on 19-21 July. The conference, “Challenging Islamophobia: towards social justice & inclusion” will be held in the new law building.
3.11 MEMBERS’ MATTERS

i) Lindsay reported that he had met with Frank and Peter to discuss peace education issues. He told the council that he could have a report ready at the next meeting. He also said that they would have another meeting at the end of the year.
Frank talked about the importance of community involvement beyond the usual academics/students and of communication. He also stated the importance of an IPRA 2010 website.

Stuart talked about the gap between the Indigenous community and ‘us’. He proposed that IPRA should have a major workshop run by an Indigenous person. 

ii) Jake asked if the Council wanted to delegate members to be on the IPRA organising committee. Erik invited nominations. 
Stuart nominated Roger; Roger declined. 
Jake nominated Frank; Frank said he was already on the committee, but could serve as Council delegate too.

Stuart nominated Coral; Coral said she would give her answer at the next meeting. 
Andrew volunteered to help out, but said that he could not commit at the moment. 
Lindsay, Ann and Peter volunteered to sit on the committee. Erik moved to have Lindsay, Ann and Peter on the IPRA organising committee, Jake seconded, all were in favour.

4.  OTHER BUSINESS

Coral reminded the Council that Jake had talked about approaching the Head of School for money at the previous meeting and asked if anything had happened about that.  Jake reported that the School now gets money from the Arts Faculty for research. He has put in a bid to the Arts Faculty, but it is dependent on a review of CPACS in Semester 2. Jake said this issue was an ‘ongoing struggle’. 
Leona informed the Council that Andrew was on ABC Radio on Sunday 5 July, speaking with John Cleary. 

The meeting finished at 7.25pm.            Next meeting is on 18 August, 2009, 6.00pm.

Minutes taken by Leah Chan.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Leah Chan
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