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Minutes of CPACS Council Meeting – Tuesday, 22 June 2010, 6pm

PREAMBLE AND WELCOME

1. APOLOGIES, ATTENDANCE, DOCUMENTS

Present: Ken Macnab (Chair), Jake Lynch, Lyn Dickens, Stuart Rees, Coral Hauenstein, Peggy Craddock, Laurie Craddock, Raja Jayaraman, Abe Quadan, Jenny McNaughton, Lindsay Mell, Erik Paul, Chris Hamer, Frank Hutchinson, Peter Herborn.

Apologies: Benjamin Oh, Lynda-ann Blanchard, Greg Ashton, George Varughese, Yvonne Walsh. 

2. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Previous minutes were accepted.

3. REPORTS TO COUNCIL

3.11 (ii) Issue of role of CPACS and its Director in the recent Sydney rally over the Gaza flotilla, and general position of CPACS in Middle East issues: Jenny McNaughton
Ken reported that this item has been moved to the first item as Stuart needs to leave early. Ken also advised the council that this item arose from emails from Jenny McNaughton and Suzanne Rutland raising concerns about CPACS’ position on the Israeli-Palestine conflict, specifically participation in the public meetings about the Israeli handling of the Gaza Flotilla and the Gaza blockade. Ken reported that Jenny is concerned that CPACS is supporting rallies that encourage people to carry the Palestinian flag, as she believes CPACS should not be partisan. Suzanne Rutland also took issue with CPACS supporting these rallies and sent CPACS an article by Barry Cohen published in The Australian on 18 June 2010. 

Jenny told the Council that she was concerned that CPACS was not being neutral as an academic institution by supporting one side of the conflict over the other. 

Abe replied that he believed that CPACS’ role is about peace with justice and that rallies are a nonviolent way of expressing these views. He said CPACS needs to be outspoken about issues, not keep silent, which is the equivalent of being ‘neutral’. Jenny told the Council that she believes there is right on more than one side of the conflict. 

Stuart told the Council about a Jewish principle of a school in Tel Aviv who condemns Israel’s actions in Gaza and against the flotilla. Regarding neutrality, Stuart said that academics need to take a stand as it is impossible to address social issues by being neutral and there is nothing balanced about an issue of massive inequality and injustice.

Laurie reported that CPACS had a debate about four years ago about this issue and decided that we needed to have freedom even in academia to have conflicting opinions. 

Jake said that it was not practical to convene the Council before every decision to support a rally. He also said that there is no intention to be partisan or see the conflict as a dualistic struggle, but that CPACS shouldn’t be neutral regarding human rights issues or international law. Especially regarding Israel, mainstream Australian media tries to excuse Israel’s actions so CPACS has a duty to discuss it. 

Jenny acknowledged everyone’s point but said that she didn’t believe the University of Sydney should be represented by national flags in a complicated issue.

Jake said that agreeing to wave flags was not to engage in partisanship or favour one side but to show solidarity for an oppressed people.

Ken told the Council that in its earlier years CPACS bent over backwards to try to accommodate all points of view and all sides of conflicts. CPACS has had many events on Israel-Palestine issues and had included a wide variety of Israeli guests, including the Israeli Consul-General. But the role of CPACS and SPF is also to give a voice to the voiceless. The Palestinian voice is drowned out by Israel’s world-wide propaganda, which is the incredibly systematic and well-financed. Ken said that CPACS is not partisan in terms of one side versus the other, but is partisan on the side of Peace with Justice. 

Stuart used the example of the ‘defend and extend’ Medicare debate a few years ago, during which the Vice-Chancellor said he would support Stuart’s right to have intellectual courage and freedom. 

Jenny acknowledges that Israel is doing wrong, but thinks the situation is not clear-cut. 

Ken thanked all the participants in the debate, saying that this was an important reminder to CPACS of the need for open, clear and consistent principles and advocacy.
3.1  PRESIDENT’S REPORT –– Ken Macnab

(a) Ken presented to Abe a certificate of Life Membership, and thanked him for his contributions to CPACS. 
3.2 DIRECTOR OF CPACS –– Jake Lynch

(a) Jake reported that Lyn is leaving the position of Administrative Assistant and that Neven Bondokji is taking over. 
3.3 CPACS FINANCES –– Ken Macnab
Going swimmingly, as usual.
3.4 SYDNEY PEACE FOUNDATION –– Abe Quadan 

(a)Abe reported that SPF has finalised a new pamphlet asking for donations. He also reported that Trent Newman has resigned and will be leaving the Youth Peace Initiative in July. The Global Financial Crisis means that funding for the project has run out. 

(b)Jake said that the CPACS intern Suzy Lee will keep the program running until SPF can get more funding. Trent and Suzy will be introducing youth to make a presentation at the opening of the IPRA conference. 

(c)Ken reported that the Sydney Peace Prize has gone back to its original arrangement of having the lecture first and then the dinner. He also said that the SPF logo has been approved by the University for continued display alongside the new University brand.  
3.5 TEACHING –– Jake Lynch
Nothing to report. 
3.6 RESEARCH –– Jake Lynch

(a) Jake reported that he has funding from the University so that CPACS students who present at IPRA will have their fee waived.
3.7 MEMBERSHIP

Ken reported that membership is dismal and that we should have a CPACS membership form in the delegates pack for IPRA.
3.8 LIBRARIAN –Peggy Craddock

(a) Peggy reported that she had cleaned out Basement Books. She requested that teaching staff remind their students that if they use the dissertations in the Resource Centre they put them back in the right box. 

3.9 PUBLICATIONS 
(a) Ken reported that a new edition of PeaceWrites is now out.

(b) Jake reported that there may be another report on the West Papua Project being released soon, possibly in conjunction with a book launch at IPRA by John Ondawame.
3.10 SEMINARS/TALKS 

Ken said that IPRA is currently dominating CPACS’ time. 

3.11 MEMBERS’ MATTERS

(i) IPRA 

(a) Ken said that the IPRA program and registration is online. 

(b) Jake reported that there will be about 300 speakers. He hopes more people will come to the conference for a day.
(c) Ken said that on the evening of Tuesday 6 July SPF will have a reception at Town Hall to interest new people in SPF and possibly raise funds.

4. OTHER BUSINESS

Ken and Jake said that Reporting Conflict by Jake and Johan Galtung and Ending War, Building Peace, edited by Lynda Blanchard and Leah Chan received positive reviews in Spectrum in the Sydney Morning Herald. 
The meeting finished at 7pm. 

Minutes taken by Lyn Dickens
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