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	Centre for Peace 

and Conflict Studies


Minutes of the second meeting of the Global Action to Prevent War – Australia

Date:

Friday 12 March 2004

Present:

Joe Camilleri (CIR, GAPW Australia Convener), Stuart Rees (CPACS, GAPW Australia Convener, chair), Lynda-ann Blanchard (CPACS), Elenie Poulos (UJA), Stella Cornelius (CRN), Sue Wareham (MAPW), Iris Wielders (CPACS, notes), Margaret Reynolds (UNAA)

Apologies:

CPACS organised a morning forum on ‘Action for Human Rights’. Margaret Reynolds, President of the United Nations Association of Australia, spoke on the occasion of Australia chairing the UN Commission on Human Rights in Geneva between 15 March and 25 April 2004. This was followed by Professor Joe Camilleri, who introduced the GAPW project to the audience. This prompted a lively discussion on the peace with justice issues that we are facing in the world today.

Over lunch, some of the GAPW – Australia working group members met up to discuss further action of the GAPW Australia network.

Stuart reported he had been in touch with the GAPW representatives in the United States, who were very enthusiastic to learn about the GAPW – Australia initiative. The group then discussed several ideas for further action, including:

· importance of organising dialogue with the wider public, like the forum that morning

· how to change the attitude and coverage of the media in Australia

· approaching the Australian Labor Party to provide alternatives to the current foreign policy

· resurrecting the Canberra Commission

Three outcomes:

· A report will be written by students Lea and Jeff on the Action for Human Rights Forum, and placed on the website

· Minutes of this meeting will be placed on the website

· The next meeting of the GAPW – Australia working group will take place in Canberra
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