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Let’s give peace a chance

/AYA\
MEDIA MONITORS

The media are urged to focus on the
non-violent alternatives to conflict resolution.

__—.______.-l"

@ Journalism
REPORTING CONFLICT

UQP, 225pp, $39.95

WHEN BLOOD AND

BONES CRY OUT

UQP, 262pp, $39.95

ENDING WAR,

BUILDING PEACE

University of Sydney

Press, 187pp, $35

Lisimpossible to read these

three books, allin the bur-

geoning field of peace and

conflictstudies, without being
struck by the futility of war generally
and, in the case of Iraq, the failure of
the international community prop-
erlyto considernon-violent altern-
atives to conflict.

Reporting Conflict: New Direclions
in Peace Journalism, partofaseries
entitled New Approaches (o Peace
and Conlflict, isa thought-provoking
book. It proceeds from the premise
thatwhereas “war” or “violence”
journalism reports a conflict purely
asabattle, “peace” journalism
focuses on the whole of the conflict,
includingits underlying causes and
effects, the sufferingon all sides and
possible non-violent solutions.

The authors contend that peace
journalismis not peace advocacy
butrather the “expansion of the
conflictdiscourse toinclude peace-
ful outcomes and processes”. This
scems to be afine distinction. They
argue thatjournalists, when
describing conllict, should give
cqual prominence to non-violent
alternatives, with the goal of redu-
cinghumansulffering.

The authors propose ways to pro-
mote peace journalism, such as
coursesinjournalisimschools, a
regularnewspaper section on world
conflictsand peaceful solutionsand
adedicated internetsite. Noting
thatmost countriesare at peace
mostolthe time, they suggest that
more journalism should be devoted
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toreporting peace. The authors
illustrate how peace journalism
mightlookin their critique of the
reportingofthe contlicts between
North and South Korea, NATO and
Serbiaandin the first Gulf War.

A chapterisdedicated tothelack
of “constructive, peace-oriented
reporting” of the events of Septem-
ber 11 and the ensuingwarin
Afghanistan, with the adimonition
thatto explain the causes is not to
justify the atrocity but rather to pre-
ventitfromhappening again.
Another chapter dealswith the “viol-
enceand victoryoriented” journal-
isin concerning the warinIraq . The
authorsargue thatif the media had
balanced the case for using force
against the peaceful alternatives,

theinternational community might
have beeninabetler position to
make an informed decision.

The bookwill be ofinterest to
those working in the lield of peace
and conflictstudiesand to other
readers with a more generalinterest
in the influence of the media.

When Blood and Bones Cry Ouf:
Journeys through the Soundscape of
Healing and Reconciliation is [rom
the same series. The book begins
with a question-"“How do people
with collective experiences of viol-
ence reconcile and heal from exper-
iences that penetrate below and
beyond words?” —which it then
attemptsto answer. The authors
state that their purpose focuses on
the conceptof“socialhealing”,
whichissomewhere between indi-
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vidual healingand wider social
reconciliation.

Tfound thisbooktlessaccessible
than Reporting Conflictlargely
because of the unnecessarily com-
plextanguage. Forexample, the
authorssay they propose (o “study
the metaphoric structure of spatial
simultaneity more carefully than
that of directional sequentiality”.
They also profess to use “sound as a
metaphor providinginsightinto
social healing” —aconcept thatis at
times difficutt to foltow.

That said, the individual stories
are movingly told. There is Morris,
who at the age of 13 witnessed his
father's murder and then became a
child soldierin the Liberian civil war
tosurvive. Havingwitnessed and
parlicipated in unspeakable viol-
ence, Morris works after the war with
other child soldiersto grow fruitand
vegetables, inan effort to give some-
thingback to the community. Morris
isalso involved in healingand
reconciliation through traditional
communal drummingand dancing.

Thereisalso the story of the
Women ol LiberiaMass Action [or
Peace Campaign, comprised of
women who sing, dance, refuse to
have sexwith theirhusbands and,
ultimately, make theirway to the
negoliating table where a peace
agrcementis concluded. There are
horritying stories of “disappeared”
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husbandsin Colombiaand of child
sexual violence in Sierra Leone.
Throughout the book, the authors
point to the restorative power of
music, dance and speakingas aids
toreconciliation.

By reasonofits fairly theoretical
approach, thisbookisnotforthe
generalreader butwill be of consid-
erable interest to those inacademia.

The third book, Ending War,
Building Peace, contains an excel-
lent collection of essaysborn froma
conference titled “Traq, Never
Again”, which commemorated the
20thanniversary of the founding of
the Centre for Peace and Conflict
Studies at Sydney University. The
book considers the catastrophic
consequences—humanitarian, eco-
nomic, politicaland environmental
—ofthewarinTraq. As thetitle sug-
gests, itsthemeis the prevention of
the recurrence of such a war.

The cssaysare prefaced bya
thoughtfultintroduction by Professor
Stuart Rees, who proposes a peace
settlement thatinctudes financial
reparation, the withdrawal of foreign
troops, the removat of the debris of
war and the creation ofa Truth and
Reconciliation Commission.

The opening essay deals with a
theme revisited later, namely the
veneralion ol violence in everyday
life. Other essays consider the
human costs of the conflict, includ-
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ingthedeaths of more than 1 mil-
lionTraqgis and more than 4000
American troops, and the displace-
mentof more than4 million Iraqis.
Asto the financial costs of the war,
oneestimate is $US3 tritlion

($3.5 trillion) —orabout SUS12 bil-
lion amonth —money that could
have been better spent to alleviate
the plight ol the world’s poor.
Anotheressay explores theimplica-
tionsforstabilityin the Middle East,
pointing to the resurgence ol Tran as
one consequence of the war.

The second part of the book
focuses onnon-violentalternatives
and the notion of peace with justice.
Associate Professor Jake Lynch
makes the connection between the
use of forceand the vested interests
ofthearmsindustry-“disasler cap-
italism”, as NaomiKlcin calls it.

DonnaMuthearn describes her
experience, asanaid workerin Irag,
ofbeingshotatby American sol-
diersafterasking permission to
transport much-needed aid toa
hospital. Ina particularly poignant
passage, she describes the response
ofanTraqito herprotestation that
mostAustralians opposed the war
and many had marched againstit-
“Then why did the government go to
war, ifthe people didn’t agree? This
iswhathappened, and youwant to
bring us democracy?” The point
seems unanswerable.
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Hard to heal ... victims of leerla s civil war have endured “experiences that penetrate below and beyond words''.
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