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The Oriental Society cordially invites members, friends and guests of the Society to the August seminar 2009. 

Date:  Monday 24h August 2009

Time: 5.00pm to 6.30 pm

Venue: The Refectory Room, Main Quad., The University of Sydney 

Speaker: Dr Andrew Chan 

Title: The Sinless Chinese
Abstract: Abstract: Since the founders of Sinology were in the main Christian Missionaries whose cosmology was based on a creator-god who created the universe in six days. In Chinese culture, the origins of the universe were in a “HUN DUN” condition - a type of formless cosmic soup which changes from one to two or many naturally, and from which nothing exits that might have the right to do so.  It follows that the Chinese language does not have a word for “sin” or transgression against a creator god.  Some of the more thinking missionaries realized this.  Besides this, Chinese moral philosophers followed in the footsteps of Confucius, who worked at achieving moral improvement from the age of 15 and hoped that by the age of 70 what he ought to do would coincide with what he liked to do.   To the Christian missionaries such an ambition had to be rejected as “spiritual pride”. Rather they proposed that converts accept the “free gift” of Jesus who had paid for their sins.  To the Chinese, that had to be rejected as moral cowardice.  This impasse was overcome by the missionaries through [mis]-translation, especially certain illuminaries such as James Legge (Oxford University's first professor of Chinese). Since the missionaries went to China to convert sinful Chinese from their sinful culture, they could not be expected to respect nor treat the Chinese culture as equal.  My book (Orientalism in Sinology) is about the consequences of this problem.
 

Biography: After completing a PhD in the ANU Dept of Far Eastern History, supervised by Prof Wang Gungwu, Adrian taught Political Science at UNSW, concentrating on Chinese Political Thought - Classical and Contemporary – until he took early retirement because he had too many research students to do any personal research. Since retirement, he has published CHINESE MARXISM (Continuum, 2003) and more recently, ORIENTALISM IN SINOLOGY (Academica Press, 2009).
Our web site

http://www.arts.usyd.edu.au/publications/JOSA/
Time: 7:00 for 7:30

Venue: Spicy Sichuan  Restaurant
Address: 1- Glebe Point Road Sydney. NSW     Tel: 9660-8200

Enquiries and dinner attendance: please contact to Seiko Yasumoto by 20th August
Telephone: 9351 4716, Fax: 9351 2319, email: Seiko.Yasumoto@usyd.edu.au
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