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The Oriental Society cordially invites members and guests of the Society to a presentation by the distinguished Scholar Emeritus Peter Worsley, this presentation follows the 2010 Annual General Meeting. 

Date: Monday 29th March 2010 

Time: 6:00-7:00 pm

Venue: Quad Refectory Room, Main Quadrangle Building, The University of Sydney

Speaker: Emeritus Professor Peter Worsley 

Title of Presentation: Balinese Paintings 
Abstract

In 2009 quite unexpectedly I came across a Balinese painting of the part of the narrative of an early 13th century Javanese epic kakawin Sumanasåntaka. It was found in the collections of the Tropenmuseum in Amsterdam and formed part of a collection of Balinese paintings, which the museum acquired from the Dutch painter Charlie Sayers. Sayers first went to the Dutch East Indies in 1927 and returned again in 1931, staying until the Japanese occupation.
The painting depicts three important moments in the marriage of Princess Indumat∆ and Prince Aja, the centre piece if the kakawin Sumanasåntaka’s account of the life stories of the prince and princess: 

1. the swayambara during which Princess Indumat∆ choses a husband from among a number of royal suitors

2. the temple ritual during which a ›aiwa priest leads the couple seven times around the sacred fire; and 

3. two moments in the consummation of the marriage of the royal couple. 

The painting dates from the mid-nineteenth to early twentieth century and gives some insight into the understanding which one Balinese painter of this period and his audience had of the epic poem at that time. The painter’s interest is not just in telling the story of the marriage of Princess Indumat∆ and Prince Aja, nor to illustrate what were for him an exotic ceremony and ritual. We shall argue that he was intent on drawing attention to a distinction which was important to Balinese of the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries: that between kings and the social world which their authority ordered and the field of ritual in which priestly authority ruled supreme.

Bio

Peter Worsley is currently Emeritus Professor attached to the School of Languages and Cultures at the University of Sydney, where he has taught senior undergraduate courses. These include Approaches to Research in Asian Studies and Islam Trade and Society. He co-supervises PhD research students working in the fields of ancient Javanese and Balinese art history. Since 2008 he has been working with Professor Adrian Vickers as Chief Investigator on the ARC Linkage Grant, Understanding Balinese paintings: collections, narrative, aesthetics and society. Since 2000 he has been Visiting Fellow at the Australian National University attached to the Faculty of Asian Studies, where he has been working with Dr. Supomo on a study of the epic Old Javanese kakawin Sumanasåntaka.
                                                                      Our web site

http://www.arts.usyd.edu.au/publications/JOSA/
Time: 7:30-
Venue: Spicy Sichuan Restaurant
Address: 1- Glebe Point Road Sydney. NSW     Tel: 9660-8200
Enquiries and dinner attendance: please contact to Seiko Yasumoto by 24th March 2010
Telephone: 9351 4716, Fax: 9351 2319, email: Seiko.Yasumoto@usyd.edu.au
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