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The Oriental Society cordially invites members, friends and guests of the Society to the A.R.Davis Memorial Lecture. This is the most important event in our calendar and we have the pleasure of a presentation by Professor Neville Meaney for this most auspicious occasion.
Date:  Monday 21 September 2009
Time: 5.00pm to 6.30 pm

Venue: New Law Room 340, the New Law Building  The University of Sydney 
Speaker: Professor Neville Meaney
Title of Paper: The Problem of Nationalism and Race: Australia and Japan in World War I and World War II

Abstract:   
This lecture consists of some reflections on the major conceptual problem and cultural issue which I wrestled with in my two latest works, Towards a New Vision: Australia and Japan across Time (UNSW, 2007) and Australia and World Crisis, 1914-23(SUP, 2009). The central problem that dominated both countries, as it dominated the whole modernised world from the end of the 19th century to the end of World War II, was nationalism. The first part of this talk will look briefly at the scholarship dealing with the origin and nature of nationalism which has emerged in the last thirty years coeval with the post-nationalist era in Western Europe. The second part of the talk will deal with Australia’s peculiar form of race nationalism, white Britishness, and how this came to express itself in relation to Asia, most particularly Japan, in the years leading up to and including World War I. The last part will deal with the form of race nationalism centred on Kokutai and Tennosei which informed Japan’s political culture and warfare state in the period leading up to and including the Pacific War, and its relation to the Japanese POW breakout at Cowra in 1944.

Biography: 
Neville Meaney is an Honorary Associate Professor of History. He has a  B.A.Hons and an M.A. from the University of Adelaide and a Ph.D. from Duke University. He taught for many years in the History Department of the University of Sydney. His research interests are centred on international
history, especially Australia's relations with the world. The paper will draw on issues dealt with in his two latest works, 'Towards a New Vision: Australia and Japan across Time'(University of New South Wales Press, 2007) and 'Australia and World Crisis, 1914-23' (Sydney University Press, 2009).
Our web site

http://www.arts.usyd.edu.au/publications/JOSA/
Time: 7:00 for 7:30

Venue: Spicy Sichuan Restaurant
Address: 1- Glebe Point Road Sydney. NSW     Tel: 9660-8200

Enquiries and dinner attendance: please contact to Seiko Yasumoto by 20  stSeptember 
Telephone: 9351 4716, Fax: 9351 2319, email: Seiko.Yasumoto@usyd.edu.au
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