
8.15 – 8.50 am Registration (Tea/Coffee on Arrival)

9.00 – 9.05 Acknowledgement of Country, Koori Centre

9.05 – 9.15 Dean’s Welcome
Robert J. Tierney, Professor & Dean, Faculty of Education and Social Work, The University of Sydney

9.15 – 10.00 Session 1: 	K eynote
Breaking the cycle of intergenerational disadvantage in Indigenous communities
Linda Burney, MP & NSW Minister for Community Services

10.00 – 11.00 Session 2: 	K eynote
Indigenous Education in The 21st Century. Scientific Trends and Implications for Schools 
and Literacy
Lester-Irabinna Rigney, Professor & Director, Yunggorendi First Nations Centre for Higher Education and 
Research, Flinders University

11.00 – 11.20 Morning Tea

11.20 – 12.20 Session 3:	C oncurrent Papers & Workshops
–– Political will = faith + science

	 Louise Bye, Assistant Director, Aboriginal Education and Training, NSW Dept of Education and Training

–– Seeding Success
	 Rhonda Craven, Professor & Head, Educational Excellence and Equity (E3) Research Program, Centre for 
	 Educational Research, University of Western Sydney

–– What is the significance of mandatory and elective Indigenous education subjects in 	
teacher education programs? 

	 Katrina Thorpe, Cathie Burgess & Sharon Galleguillos, Lecturers, Koori Centre, The University of Sydney

–– Aboriginal Australia: Assimilation and separation and the trauma aftermath
	 Karen Menzies, Conjoint Lecturer, School of Humanities and Social Science, The University of Newcastle

–– Successfully supporting Indigenous students to graduation in the Faculty of 		
Veterinary Science

	 Melanie Collier, Lecturer & Associate Dean Students, Faculty of Veterinary Science, The University of Sydney

12.25 – 12.55 BOOK LAUNCH: John Cleverley & Janet Mooney, “Taking Our Place: Aboriginal Education and the 
Story of the Koori Centre at the University of Sydney” (2010). Sydney: Sydney University Press

12.55 – 1.45 Lunch

1.45 – 2.45 Session 4: 	K eynote
A SMALL APOCRYPHA OF INDIGENOUS EDUCATION: A STORY OF GODS, SCHOLARS & YANADA, OF 
REFUGEES, DEMOCRACY & CLIMATE CHANGE, OF CABBAGES & KINGS, & OF THE SURVIVORS OF IT ALL
Eric Willmot AM, Professor, Educationalist, Administrator, Engineer & Author “Pemulwuy the Rainbow Warrior” 

2.55 – 3.55 Session 5:	C oncurrent Papers & Workshops
–– The Bemel Gardoo Project, Sydney Region: Embedding cultural knowledge

	M ichael Genner, Team Leader Quality Teaching, NSW Dept of Education and Training &	
	L ynette Riley, Senior Lecturer & Academic Coordinator, Koori Centre, The University of Sydney

–– Aboriginal languages initiatives at school and tertiary level
	 John Hobson & Susan Poetsch, Lecturers, Koori Centre, The University of Sydney

–– Bridging the Gap with Authentic Knowledge and Understandings
	 Cindy Berwick, President, NSW Aboriginal Education and Consultative Group

–– Decolonisation: an essential process for Australian social work education
	 Sue Green, Associate Professor & Director, Nura Gili Centre, The University of NSW (UNSW) &
	 Eileen Baldry, Associate Professor & Associate Dean Education, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, UNSW

–– Recruitment and retention of Indigenous health workers: A Trans-Tasman perspective
	 Clive Aspin, Poche Centre for Indigenous Health & Menzies Centre for Health Policy, The University of Sydney

4.00 – 4.30 Plenary: Three key issues/implications from Sessions 3 and 5

4.30 – 5.00 Performance: Yarramundi Kids. Chris Burke, Creative Director & Master Puppeteer

5.00 – 5.45 pm Drinks & Finger Food

For more information head to: sydney.edu.au/education_social_work/professional_learning
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