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arissa Phelps is the Teaching Support Coordinator at
Catholic College, Lismore. Her role includes

suUp ing staff in their programming and use of
teachi rategies in order to provide enhanced
learning o tunities for all students. This includes
professional opment, particularly relating to
curriculum differentiation, the use of varied teaching
strategies and litera d numeracy initiatives.
Narissa also coordinates ollege’s Gifted and
Talented Programme, Life Skills\Rrogramme and is the
Literacy/ Numeracy Coordinator. Ske has worked in
Government Schools, TAFE Colleges, private
enterprise as well as the Publishing Industry~and in Pz
Quality Assurance Management.
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ELLA and SNAP: results are analysed and a group of 10 students
chosen to go ontwo day camps (one literacy, one numeracy)
to the beach to work.on basic remediation strategies eg:
punctuation >senTence r|ﬂng> paragraph writing > work
published

This sort of camp is usually run for students who are strong in a skil,
for example a Writers’ Camp. To send students who are weak in
a skill is of huge advantage in that it:.

® Removes them from what is often a negcm learning
environment info an exciting one e

® The whole learning experience is positive ond ’rhere re
conducive to gain

® The whole "camp’ thlng enables intensive skilling: The
"expamation mark” story
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TOEH: This presentation
contains noinstant fix..

nothing NEW

e problems secondary
teachers and assistants have
in dealing with poor or low
literacy skt by

® We are often not trained or\exp ienced with explicit
teaching of literacy or basic numech kills

® The time factor

® Low literacy / numeracy tangled with em\ohon social,
motivational problems — a minefield ~

The material out there is ..... Well
let!s face it.. hard to come by
($) a 1d not always inspiring!

| would propaée\ e following:

® If we keep ’rryirﬁg\ e same thing that hasn’t
worked in the posf\ would it work in the
future?

® To achieve |mprovemen’r ’rhe dent needs to
want to improve or at least enjoy at they a

doing S
® Improving or enhancing literacy / num a in
secondary students is difficult N

Successful Learning Conference 2007

t's consider the following

We hate \;Qh.\we are not good at.

We don’t want t »spend extra time doing the
things we are not good at.

If we have had negative experiences of
reading or maths we are not going fo enjoy
them. ‘
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ropose that.... | propose that....
Our remea‘l\d‘fk n programmes will only be Our reme\d\id_i n programmes will only be
effective if students want fo do them. effective if students want to do them.
® Option 1:
The Literacy Numeracy Camp [dea e ® Option 2: P
The reading with pleasure and in’rér;ex opftion

Empower the reader
The reo r's Bill of Rights

(Pennac, Ij“onj\l. Better Than Life, Coach House Press, 1996)

The right to NOTead

®

® The right to skip b“‘c‘:g\ :

® The right not to finish > . .

o The right to reread ....iIn reading material that the student wants
® The right to read anything ) fo reo

® The right to escapism .

@ The right to read anywhere e Break The pattern that they hOV\e‘\ enenc,,e/d
o The right fo browse T in the past — the secret HAS TO-BE

® The right fo read aloud interest and passion

The right not to defend you fastes
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at does the research say?

® ABS 199 nsurvey — 45% of Australians have poor literacy
skills = difficulty engaging in everyday reading
(ABS 1999, “Austrdﬁq ! Literacy Skills: How do they rate internationally”,
year Book Australia 199

® The key fo developmg I| acy comes from education
from an early age

® Secondary schools are sfill in fh‘e@ ly phases of
developing successful programmes in-enhancing

Ilferocy (Department of Education and Employmen‘r 98. Review of/
secondary Education 1993-97)

® There is no “quick fix" solution for deﬁcienciekk‘s\? 1 literqcy

oxMany students believe that what they learn at school
has.little relevance to them now or in their future

® Studen lieve that what they know or are able to
dois not v d by the teacher

® Students therefo o not bother to use therir literacy
skills in a knowledg ancing way

(Munro, John. 2004. Improving literacy in thesecondary school: An information to knowledge
innovation. University of Melbourne)

® Successful strategies for improving.literacy include:
* a personal fouch pays off
* literacy across the curriculum — consistency -

* one size does not fit all (the phonics debate

comes in here) (Successful strategies for improving I/ferccy E atio
Quality and Accountability Office. Ontario 2004.)

(Meier,Joanne. 2005. Seeking help for a struggling reader: 7 steps for teachers.)

® Secon teachers and assistants should be requesting
specific p ssional development should they need to
specifically t reading - reflect on your own research-

based teaching
® Getto know the stud
® Get to know the family

® Encourage good literacy habits me (bearing in mind that
this is not always achievable)

® Tap into the specialists and resources in yourschool and 090
® Advocate for the student

® Stay informed

e of the key factors found to
i ence success in enhanced
liter

Be courageous in-differentiating.
Adjust:

® Content \Q
® Process .

® Product eg: oral, artistic, dramatic, mulhme written -
® resources as appropriate
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~. Howard Gardiner, cited in Siegel &
Shaughnessy, 1994, p543.

“There isno one best way to educate all
children. Indeed, the biggest mistake of past
centuries has been to freat all children as if
they were variants of.the same individual
and thus to feel justifiedhin teaching them
the same subjects in Tﬁ‘e\ me ways.”

DIFFERENTIATE — this is the true secf\é‘f\tg cess

.

“"Curricularadaptations allow a learner to use her
current skill ertoire and participate, at least

partially, in a ral education instructional
activity, while pro ing the acquisition of new
s N 1"
“While we are in the same roo are NOT in

the same place”

e golden rules for supporting
nhanced literacy and

numeracy [n the class room are:

® Identify purpose &\r\éle;k nce so a student knows why it
is important

® Activate previous knowledg\;\é\k

® Always employ s’rudenf-cen‘rred\leq\r ing fechniques -
hands-on for improved emersion ond\rej\e ion

® Enhance self-esteem at all times

e advantages of student-
cenfred learning

® Cognitive skills ¢ re developed

® Students take incre\dse\ responsibility for their
own learning

® Students are actively involvéa\\\i\n\\\\ eir learning
rather than being passive emp’ry\Ve‘s\ S

20 .
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"REEL — one example of
student-centred strategies
which focus on literacy

Graffiti Sheets:

A way of gathering shide ' ideas But students are reading
& reacting as they add The own

Method: -

® Each group get a sheet and pu’rs do theirideas on an
issue on the sheet N

® The sheets are then attached to the woll

® Other group then walk around with the cnm bejn ydd as
much as they can to the existing information oh:; he sheet

® To do this students read, analyse and ’rhw

21

Vrite on the Reading &

® Addressesthe problem of superficial reading and
lack ofengc € men’r
Method: -

® Students are g|ven a pte of writing (it has fo be in a form
where they can actually write on and around the text)

® As theyread they respond in d\my anner that is
appropriate eg: | don’t understand this; what does this
word mean, | agree with this ; why did- fh behave like
thisg Etc..

® The student can then discuss their responses
teacher

2

w do a Write on the
Reading

The article

Increasing Reading Achfe ment: What does
It Take? By Linda Cornwell

e

23 .
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JUmbled notes

© A great we ay fo have the student focus on the
content ond e sequence of information
® Method: )

® The student is glven a p| e of text that has been cut
info pieces N

® The student or the group hos ‘ro decide on the order
that the text has to be placed in so. th t it makes sense

® Obviously in doing this the student hos ‘to make sense/f
the text and understand it yet they have done na
fun way p

24
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at | have learnt

@ This strategy improves a students reading
© Method:
® Before you bé‘gs;\ ou give the student the topic eg: Holden cars if
they are reading from an Auto magazine
® The student is given d‘sh TWiTh three headings
What | know
What | have learnt from The fi reading
What | have learnt from the secg reading
® On asheet they are asked to write déwn at they already know
about the topic. Under the first heading Itis f| if they write
“nothing”
® They read the article, turn it over and, without Iooklng rite what
they now know under the second heading : <

® They repeat this process after the second reading
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Just to recap - for remediation

® Enjoymé‘n\Ond active involvement are the
keys fo succes

® Devise honds—dh,i racy and numeracy
experiences that enthuse the student

® Break away from the patterns that the
student has been involved with in the
past....they haven't necessarily worked -

® In Secondary Schools IT should be ha ssed
for emersion

2

killswise at
h :waw.bbc.co,ukfskillwﬂse

A great mTerochve te which is fantastic for remediation and
fun: N

® Words & Numbers
® Words for example: Grommar elling, Reading, Writing,
Listening, Vocab.

Fact sheets

Game e
Quiz
Worksheets e

27 .

The main keys here are:

. Active differenti ation of content, process and
product

See material on the KAPLA model of curriculum

development .
® The key to success here is STI|| ‘rhe ame

a. passion
b. emersion
c. Student centred

28 .
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Share the groQb~~ isdom.

Access what works from the On The Wall
activity

Thank you for your participation.
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