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____________________________________________________________________
18th COLLOQUIUM OF AUSTRALASIAN HUMOUR STUDIES 
NETWORK ON 'VARIETIES OF HUMOUR AND LAUGHTER', 
UNIVERSITY HOUSE, ANU, CANBERRA, 3-4 FEBRUARY 2012 
_______________________________________________________________
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Registration for the 18th AHSN Colloquium will close on Monday 16 
February. The program and complete abstracts of papers and workshops 
are posted on the AHSN website listed above and the registration form
is also posted under the Events link. 

Keynote Speaker for the Colloquium is Dr Christopher G. Rea (University 
of British Columbia and the Australian Centre on China in the World, ANU), 
who will speak on contemporary Chinese spoofing culture and internet 
censorship of humour. 35 other papers and workshops will also take place 
over the 2-day event, many by research students working on humour-related 
topics. This is the AHSN's largest ever annual meeting and we hope to see
many of you there. 

The AHSN thanks the College of Arts and Social Sciences, ANU, for 
providing a support grant, and the Co-ordinator, Dr Jan Lloyd Jones, 
School of Cultural Inquiry, ANU, for making us all welcome. 
_________________________________________________________
SYDNEY LECTURE BY DR JOCELYN CHEY AND BOOK-LAUNCH BY 
FORMER AUSTRALIAN AMBASSADOR TO THE PRC, DR STEPHEN 
FITZGERALD, 29 JANUARY 2012 -- HUMOUR IN CHINESE LIFE AND 
LETTERS vol 1
________________________________________________________
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Humour in Chinese Life and Letters: Classical and Traditional Approaches 
(Hong Kong University Press, 2011) is a book that draws together essays on 
humour and laughter in their many forms of expression in Chinese culture 
past and present. Verbal, visual and behavioural modes of humour are 
explored by specialists in fields ranging from cultural and political history 
to linguistics, literature, drama and the history and philosophy of science. 

Professor Jocelyn Chey AM will give an illustrated lecture on Youmo: the 
Chinese sense of humour, and Dr Stephen FitzGerald AO will formally 
launch the book. Following this, meet the book’s co-editors, Prof. Jocelyn 
Chey and Dr Jessica Milner Davis, for a book-signing.

This event is co-presented with the China Studies Centre at the University 
of Sydney and is part of the 2012 City of Sydney Chinese New Year Festival.

Location: Centenary Auditorium, Art Gallery of NSW, Art Gallery Road, 
The Domain, Sydney
Time: 1.00-2.00pm Sunday, 29 January 2012 
_________________________________________________________
12TH INTERNATIONAL SUMMER SCHOOL AND SYMPOSIUM ON HUMOUR 
AND LAUGHTER, UNIVERSITY OF EASTERN FINLAND, SAVONLINNA, 
2-7 JULY 2012
________________________________________________________
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Prof. Pirjo Nuutinen & Prof. Willibald Ruch write: 

The "12th International Summer School and Symposium on Humour and 
Laughter" will take place at the Savonlinna Campus 
(http://www.panoramio.com/photo/793837) of the University of Eastern 
Finland in Savonlinna, Finland from July 2 to July 7
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Savonlinna). The summer school will be 
co-organized by a Finish team headed by Professors Pirjo Nuutinen and 
Seppo Knuuttila and the University of Zurich. Humour has a home at the 
Savonlinna Campus; e.g. humour has been one of the permanent topics of 
research and teaching in the units of Cultural Studies and Teacher Education 
in UEF and both local organizers a long-standing interest in ISHS and ISS. 

Like prior years, a 1-week 26-hour programme will be offered which also
includes a symposium where delegates present their research. Like in last 
year's, we plan to get a team of speakers comprising recognized leaders in 
the field as well as winners of the ISHS Graduate Student Award. As an 
added bonus, the ISS will take place at the same time as the famous opera 
festival  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Savonlinna_Opera_Festival 

This summer school is endorsed by the International Society of Humor 
Studies. Visit the summer school website:
http://humoursummerschool.org/12/index.html 
Hopefully seeing you there! Hope you don´t mind great music events, 
sauna, islands, lakes and the great view from the conference site. 
http://www.alltravels.com/finland/southern-savo/savonlinna/videos-870150 

For inquiries write to: 
Pirjo Nuutinen                     or   Willibald Ruch 
pirjo.nuutinen@uef.fi        w.ruch@psychologie.uzh.ch 

____________________________________________________________________
THE TABOO CONFERENCE (TaCo2012), UNIVERSITY OF BOLOGNA 
AT FORLI, ITALY, 25-27 OCTOBER 2012
___________________________________________________________________ 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Call for Papers -- The Taboo Conference (TaCo2012), Università di Bologna 
at Forlì, 25-27 October 2012, http://taco2012.sitlec.unibo.it 

 In a world that seems continuously to be pushing the envelope of what is 
acceptable to the inhabitants of specific linguistic and cultural contexts, this 
interdisciplinary conference acknowledges the importance of investigating 
taboos and their reinforcement/breaking in various areas of language, 
culture and society, and across different cultures. We propose to explore 
the delicate balance and subtle boundaries between the need for inclusion 
and respect for different ethnic, religious, sexual, etc. backgrounds – which 
seems to be at the basis of modern multicultural societies – 
and a (un)conscious push towards the breaking of existing taboos, e.g. for 
shock value, as in the case of humour. In such context, investigation of the 
linguistic, cultural, social, institutional and personal implications of taboo 
reinforcement/breaking appears of extreme value. 
The Conference organizers welcome individual proposals or pre-organized 
panels from different disciplines pertaining – but by no means limited – to 
the following thematic areas: sex and sexuality, nudity, death and the 
afterlife, sickness and disability, scatology/bodily fluids, deformity/otherness, 
blasphemy, altered states/drug culture, body modifications, fat, prostitution etc.


The working language for The Taboo Conference is English. Each presentation 
should be scheduled for 20 minutes followed by 10 minutes for questions. 
Abstracts should be submitted through the conference website: 
 http://taco2012.sitlec.unibo.it by 15th February 2012. If you are interested 
in submitting a panel, please contact the conference by the same deadline 
(at Dept of Interdisciplinary Studies in Translation, Languages and Cultures 
(SITLEC), University of Bologna, C.so Diaz 64, 47100 Forlì, Italy), email: 
dipsitlec.taco2012@unibo.it  
Notification of acceptance of abstracts and panels by 15th March 2012.

__________________________________________________________________
AUSTRALIA'S SILENT FILM FESTIVAL: TWO 6-WEEK FESTIVALS OF 
RESTORED SILENT CLASSICS, FEBRUARY-APRIL, 2012, SYDNEY 
___________________________________________________________
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
At Govinda’s famous Movie Room (intimate cinema with pillows and cushions)
112 Darlinghurst Road, Darlinghurst, Inquiries 93805155 or 0425 333086
More details at: www.ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au
Book Online at:  http://www.govindas.com.au/page/movie_times.htm
Tickets per session $14.90/$12.90 concession
Tuesdays, 7:30pm:  Master Directors of the Silent Era (Gance, Lang, Vidor, 
Kuleshov and Cavalcanti)
Sundays, 2pm:  The Golden Comedy Era of Silent Cinema (details below)
(Digital presentations with musical soundtracks)

2:00PM SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26: "Laughter is the Best Medicine:  the Silent Clowns" 
70 mins. Three of the era’s greatest comedians are featured in 20-minute short 
films:  the legendary Charlie Chaplin flees from the cops in The Adventurer (1917); 
Charley Chase reveals his own unique talents in Mighty Like a Moose (1926); and 
deadpan-faced Buster Keaton showcases his extraordinary skill for physical gags 
and stunts as he gives police the run-around in Cops (1922).

2:00PM SUNDAY, MARCH 4: Wild and Woolly  (1917) 72 mins, Douglas Fairbanks Sr
Before his legendary swashbuckling adventures like Zorro, Robin Hood and The 
Three Musketeers, Douglas Fairbanks starred in many short light comedies, full 
of action and his trademark dynamic charisma.  In this classic, Fairbanks dreams 
of the old Wild West and actually finds it – and gets the girl!

2:00PM SUNDAY, MARCH 11: Buster Keaton, Comic Genius in Shorts!
75 mins. More irrepressible laughs with comedy genius, Buster Keaton, in trouble 
with neighbours - Neighbours (1918), at the theatre where all kinds of strange 
things can happen – The Playhouse (1921) and then trouble with the in-laws in 
My Wife’s Relations (1922).  Finishing with our own Australian slapstick comedian, 
Snub Pollard as a quirky inventor in It’s a Gift (1923).

2:00PM SUNDAY, MARCH 18: The Marriage Circle (1924) 85 minutes, dir. Ernst 
Lubitsch Full of elegant charm that characterizes Lubitsch classics, this lovely 
comedy from his early period in Hollywood shows the lighter side of marriage 
and complicated human relationships.  Set in Vienna, several couples and 
friends become tangled up.

2:00PM SUNDAY, MARCH 25: The Clinging Vine (1926) 71 mins, prod.Cecil B. 
DeMille. Many entertaining silent films were produced and directed under 
Cecil B. De Mille’s supervision, and this one is a particularly charming and 
timeless comedy.  Leatrice Joy is very convincing as the girl who looks and 
dresses like a man, but when she wears a dress, male colleagues cannot 
recognize her!

2:00PM SUNDAY, APRIL 1: The Italian Straw Hat (1927) 105 mins, dir. René Clair
A smooth and graceful film by French director, René Clair, with fine attention to 
sets and costumes, this is a fine example of traditional farce comedy with many 
extra little touches to tickle one’s fancy.
Phone:    0419 267 318        OR
Email:      info@ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au

____________________________________________________________________
NEW INTERNATIONAL HUMOUR RESEARCH E-JOURNAL: 
ISRAELI JOURNAL OF HUMOR RESEARCH, AND ASSOCIATED BOOK 
SERIES: TOPICS IN HUMOR RESEARCH 
____________________________________________________________________
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The Israeli Association for Humor Research has launched two refereed e-journals: 
1. Humor Mekuvvan: A Research Journal of Humor Studies, which is mainly in 
Hebrew, but also publishes papers in English, has a board at the national level. 

2. The Israeli Journal of Humor Research, in English or French, has an extensive 
international advisory board, and aims at an international readership and pool of 
contributors. With respect to the veteran journal in the field, HUMOR, the Israeli 
Journal of Humor Research has, on the one hand a somewhat wider scope, ideally 
making more room for example for literary or folklore studies -- the journal is open 
to any disciplinary perspective that contributes to the scholarly understanding of 
humor. On the other hand, the Israeli Journal of Humor Research encourages the 
formation of specialist streams under its umbrella, such in the psychology of 
humor, or in computational humor. 

Israeli Journal of Humor Research
Editor-in-Chief: Arie Sover 
Associate Editor: Ephraim Nissan (for both journals) 
International Advisory Board: Tamar Alexander Israel; Lydia Amir Israel; Mahadev L. 
Apte Thailand; Salvatore Attardo USA; Benjamin K. Bergen USA.; Daniel Boyarin USA;
 Athalya Brenner Israel; Piotr Cap Poland; Wallace Chafe USA.; Delia Chiaro Italy; Adir 
Cohen Israel; Claire M. Colebrook USA; Anthony Corbeill  USA; Rossana Dalmonte Italy; 
Marcelo Dascal Israel; Christie Davies UK; Guillaume Doizy France; Marta Dynel Poland; 
Hasan El-Shamy USA; Nelly Feuerhahn France; Giovannantonio Forabosco Italy; 
Shevach Friedler Israel; Jean-Claude Gardes Franc; Raymond W. Gibbs, Jr. USA; Sander 
L. Gilman USA; Lewis Glinert USA; Mel Gordon USA; Guglielmo Gulotta Italy; Daniella 
Keidar Israel; László Imre Komlósi Hungary; Nicholas A. Kuiper Canada; Giselinde Kuipers 
Netherlands; Laura E. Little USA; Zohar Livnat Israel; Zvi Malachi Israel; Ulrich Marzolph 
Germany; Jessica Milner Davis Australia; John Morreall USA; Anton Nijholt Netherlands; 
Alleen Pace Nilsen USA; Don L. F. Nilsen USA; Ephraim Nissan UK; Andrew Ortony USA; 
Edward Portnoy USA; Victor Raskin USA; Walter D. Redfern UK; Willibald Ruch Switzerland; 
 Hagar Salamon Israel;  Stephen R. Schmidt USA; Pierre Schoentjes Belgium; Esti Sheinberg 
USA; Limor Shifman Israel; Danica Škara Croatia; Arie Sover Israel; Oliviero Stock Italy; 
Judith Stora-Sandor France;  Yechiel Szeintuch Israel; Akira Utsumi Japan;W. Larry Ventis 
USA; Elda Weizman Israel; Holger M. Zellentin UK; Ghil‘ad Zuckermann Australia; 
* Avner Ziv Israel (deceased). 

Book series: Topics in Humor Research
Editor-in-Chief: Ephraim Nissan
Associate Editors: Delia Chiaro (humor in translation studies); Marta Dynel 
(pragmatics of humour); Giselinde Kuipers (sociology of humour); Elda 
Weizman (Irony)
International Advisory Board: Salvatore Attardo (linguist and pragmatician);
Wallace Chafe (linguist/pragmatician); Christie Davies (sociologist); Giovann-
antonio Forabosco (psychologist, willing referee); Raymond Gibbs (cognition 
of irony or figurative language); Nick Kuiper (psychology of humour & personal 
differences etc); Jessica Milner Davis (cross-cultural studies of humour); John 
Morreall (philosophy of humour); Alleen Pace Nilsen (English studies, co-founder 
of ISHS); Don Nilsen (English studies, co-founder of ISHS); Walter Redfern (French 
studies, an expert on puns and wordplay); Pierre Schoentjes (literary studies, 
literary irony); Limor Shifman (new media, popular culture, social construction 
of humour); Willibald Ruch (psychology of humour); Oliviero Stock (computa-
tional linguistics, computational models of humour); Judith Stora-Sandor (editor 
of Humoresques; president, CORHUM); Ghil‘ad Zuckermann (linguistics, phono-
semantic matching, puns)

More details and submission instructions at: 
http://www.israeli-humor-studies.org/122789/The-International-Journal-ISJHR
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Best Wishes for the New Year, 

Jessica 

Dr Jessica Milner Davis 
AHSN Co-ordinator
jessica.davis@sydney.edu.au







 






 

