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_______________________________________________________________

PROPOSAL CALL FOR 18th AHSN COLLOQUIUM, 3-4 FEBRUARY 2012, ANU, 
CANBERRA, HAS NOW CLOSED (19 AUGUST) 
_________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Thanks to all members, old and new, who have sent in the highest number of 

proposals ever for one of our annual Colloquia. Perhaps the topic of humour 

has finally come of age as a research area (we began with 6 people 15 years 

ago in 1997!). Members of the review Panel are now evaluating proposals and 

advice will issue before the end of September or earlier. To accommodate the

high level of interest, please anticipate some innovative timetabling arrangements.

Thanks also to Dr Jan Lloyd-Jones , School of Cultural Enquiry at ANU, who is 

our Colloquium Co-ordinator, and who obtained the CASS grant that makes it

possible for us to have this event in the comfort of University House on the ANU 

campus, while maintaining our usual low fee-levels and subsidy for students and 

the unwaged. 

Registration for the Colloquium for both presenters and attendees will open in 

mid-September and will be signalled by a brief e-Newsletter telling you what's 

on-line. 

__________________________________________________________________
HOLD THE DATE! EVENING LECTURE BY DR BARAK KUSHNER, FELLOW OF 
CORPUS CHRISTI COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE, AT SYDNEY UNIVERSITY, 
13 DECEMBER 2011
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Visiting Scholar Barak Kushner (Fellow of Corpus Christi College, 
Cambridge), will give a Guest Lecture for members and guests of AHSN, 
and of The Oriental Society of Australia (OSA), in The Refectory Room (H113)
Main Quad (S-W corner, basement level), University of Sydney, on 13 December 
2011, 4.15pm Refreshments, Lecture 5.00-6.00pm. 
His topic is: 

"Nothing to laugh at: Chinese humor and the image of Japan"
Humour is as much a cultural force in China as it is in other East Asian 
regions, although in the English-speaking world we might not always regard 
the offerings as “funny”, in the strict laugh-out-loud sense. As a 
deep-seated barometer of social attitudes, humour is an informative 
historical set of values through which to examine the last century of 
Sino-Japan relations. Wartime and post-war layers of Chinese humour shaped 
an enduring motif of the guizi or “devil” image of Japanese soldiers. 
However, on the eve of the twenty-first century, these accumulated layers of 
representations of Japan have given rise to a marked change – Japanese 
depicted not only as humorous “devils” but also as corruptible human 
entities.

Barak Kushner received his PhD in history from Princeton University and 
works on wartime propaganda, humour and media as well as the history of 
Sino-Japanese relations. He is a Senior Lecturer in modern Japanese history 
at the University of Cambridge. His many publications include a parallel 
study to the present topic – of Japanese propaganda cartoons against the 
Chinese, “Laughter as materiel: The mobilization of comedy in Japan’s 
fifteen-year war”, The International History Review 26, no. 2 (June 2004): 
300-330. He is a contributor to a forthcoming book with Hong Kong University 
Press, "Humour in Chinese Life and Letters: Modern and Traditional Approaches" 
(eds. J. Milner Davis and J. Chey).


__________________________________________________________________

MEMBERS' NEW PUBLICATIONS AND PAPERS
_________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________


Hannah Burrows of Sydney University gave a paper on "Law, Violence, Social
Bonds - and Humour in Medieval Iceland", at the Conference on Law, Violence
and Social Bonds c. 900-1250, the University of St Andrews, 17-19 June 2010.

Susan Seizer of Indiana University has published "Stigmas of the Tamil
Stage", Duke University Press, 2005, a study of the comedy scenes in south
Indian popular theatre. Details at:
http://www.dukeupress.edu/Catalog/ViewProduct.php?productid=3402 and 
order on-line:
http://www.amazon.com/Stigmas-Tamil-Stage-Ethnography-
Special/dp/0822334437/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1311163147&sr=1-1

We hope Susan will be able to visit Australia when she is on sabbatical
leave in 2012-3 to tell us about her fascinating field of work, perhaps at the
February 2013 AHSN Colloquium at University of Newcastle, NSW.


Please feel free to email me with details (in format above, pleae) of your latest 
publications and papers. Hotlinks to published books can be added to the 
AHSN web-page (have you ever looked at that page??).

Dr Jessica Milner Davis
AHSN Co-ordinator 
jessica.davis@sydney.edu.au
