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SEMINAR
The Cartel Criminalisation Exposure Draft Bill

DATE:    Thursday 21 February 2008

TIME:     5.30 pm – 7.30 pm
(Seminar commences at 5.30 pm with registration 
desk and light refreshments available from 5.00 pm)

COST:
Full Fee Registration:  $125 (GST incl.)
Full time student/unwaged: $55 (GST incl.)

LOCATION:
Sydney Law School, 173-175 Phillip Street, Sydney

The Cartel Criminalisation Exposure 
Draft Bill, Discussion Paper and the 

Draft ACCC-DPP MOU:

Key Points and Critical 
Legal & Policy Questions

About the Seminar:
On 11 January 2008 the Commonwealth 
Government released an Exposure Draft of the long 
awaited legislation to criminalise serious cartel 
conduct, the Trade Practices Amendment (Cartel 
Conduct and Other Measures) Bill 2008 together 
with a Discussion Paper, and draft Memorandum 
of Understanding between the ACCC and DPP. The 
Government is seeking submissions on the draft 
legislation by 29 February.  In order to inform and 
facilitate public debate on this major development 
in competition law enforcement and business 
regulation, the Parsons Centre will be hosting an 
evening seminar featuring a paper by Dr Caron 
Beaton-Wells and Mr Brent Fisse highlighting 
the key points and critical policy issues, with 
commentaries by Justice Roger Gyles and Mr 
Luke Woodward, Partner, Gilbert + Tobin. 

Copies of the:
“Trade Practices Amendment (Cartel Conduct 
and Other Measures) Bill 2008 – Exposure Draft” 
The Commonwealth Department of Treasury 
Discussion paper “Criminal Penalties for Serious 
Cartel Conduct”, and the
“Draft memorandum of Understanding between 
the Commonwealth DPP and the ACCC 
Regarding Serious Cartel Conduct” 
are available at: http://www.treasury.gov.au/
contentitem.asp?NavId=&ContentID=1330 

The Speakers
Brent Fisse is a Sydney trade practices and 
competition lawyer and an Associate of the Ross 
Parsons Centre of Commercial, Corporate and 
Taxation Law, having previously been a professor 
of law at the University of Sydney.  He has advised 
competition agencies and major corporations on 
enforcement, liability and compliance issues.  His 
publications include: Corporations, Crime and 
Accountability (with John Braithwaite, 1993). He 
is a member of the Law Council of Australia’s 
Trade Practices Committee and the American Bar 
Association Section of Antitrust Law.  

Dr Caron Beaton-Wells is the Director of Studies 
for Competition Law at the Melbourne Law 
School, University of Melbourne. She teaches 
Competition Law in the Juris Doctor program 
and co-teaches Enforcing Competition Law in 
the graduate program. She has published widely 
in the area, including Proof of Antitrust Markets 
(Federation Press, 2003) and more recently, 
“Capturing the Criminality of Hard-Core Cartels: 
The Australian Proposal” (2007) Melbourne 
ULRev. Dr Beaton-Wells has been a member of 
the Victorian Bar since 1997 and is a member of 
the Trade Practices Committee, Business Law 
Section of the Law Council of Australia. 

The Honourable Justice Roger Gyles AO has 
been a Judge of the Federal Court of Australia 
since 1999. He is also an Additional Judge of 
the Supreme Court of the Australian Capital 
Territory, a Deputy President of the Australian 
Competition Tribunal and a Presidential Member 
of the Administrative Appeals Tribunal. He is an 
Arbitrator of the Court of Arbitration for Sport. 

He graduated from Sydney University with First 
Class Honours in Law in 1961, and, after practising 
as a solicitor, was admitted to the Bar in 1964 and 
appointed Queen’s Counsel in 1975. 

Luke Woodward is a partner at Gilbert + Tobin.  
He joined the firm after many years experience at 
the ACCC.  When at the ACCC, Luke conducted 
or oversaw many major investigations, including in 
relation to international cartels. He also established 
the first working relationships with the US DOJ in 
relation to international cartels, including in the 
Vitamins case.

Brett Williams, a Senior Lecturer and Associate 
of the Ross Parsons Centre of Commercial, 
Corporate and Taxation Law, teaches the UG 
course Competition Law in the Faculty of Law 
at the University of Sydney.  He also teaches, 
publishes and consults in the Law of the World 
Trade Organization and is the Director of the 
Programme in International Economic Law of the 
Sydney Centre for International Law. 


