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         Research and teaching in climate and environmental law
     





                            

                        

                    

                    
                        
                            
                            




     
         Discover one of Australia’s leading centres for environmental law and climate change expertise.


     



                            

                            
                            




    
    
    



	
		
		
			The Australian Centre for Climate and Environmental Law is world renowned for interdisciplinary research, education and public engagement in these areas of law.

Our researchers have outstanding international and domestic reputations, as well as strong connections with eminent scholars at international institutions. The centre also has enduring links with leading members of the legal profession, including the judiciary, who contribute to the teaching and seminar programs and, at times, research activities.
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			Dr Kate Owens, Director

Visit Dr Kate Owens' academic profile.


		
		

	






    
    
    



	
		
			

	
		

			

			
			
		
	

	



			
			

			

			
		

		
			Dr Laura Schuijers, Deputy Director

Visit Dr Laura Schuijers' academic profile.


		
		

	






    
    
    



	
		
			

	
		

			

			
			
		
	

	



			
			

			

			
		

		
			Professor Rosemary Lyster,

Member, Leader of the discipline

Visit Professor Lyster's academic profile.


		
		

	






    
    
    



	
		
			

	
		

			

			
			
		
	

	



			
			

			

			
		

		
			Professor Tim Stephens, Member

Visit Professor Tim Stephens' academic profile.


		
		

	






    
    
    



	
		
			

	
		

			

			
			
		
	

	



			
			

			

			
		

		
			Professor Nicole Graham, Member

Visit Professor Nicole Graham's academic profile.


		
		

	






    
    
    

    
    

    
    

        
        
            
            
    
        
            
                
                    Our work
                
            

        


        
            
                Each year, the centre hosts an array of eminent international scholars who teach, present seminar/conference papers and undertake research in the area of climate and environmental law. The centre also conducts and sponsors international and domestic conferences, seminars, workshops, lectures and other similar activities.

Members of the centre have established wide networks of relationships with researchers around the world, including within Columbia Law School, Berkeley Law School, Tilburg Law School, Maastricht Law School, Loyola University New Orleans College of Law, University of Hawaii at Manoa and the National University of Singapore.

The centre attracts and supervises to completion high-quality postgraduate students, and develops innovative units of study in both undergraduate and postgraduate programs.



            

        

    


        
            
            
    
        
            
                
                    Our people
                
            

        


        
            
                Centre members

	Associate Professor Celeste Black
	Professor Nicole Graham
	Dr Rachel Killean
	Professor Murray Lee
	Professor Rosemary Lyster, Leader of the discipline
	Dr Tanya Mitchell
	Dr Kate Owens, ACCEL Director
	Professor Susan Park
	Dr Laura Schuijers, ACCEL Deputy Director
	Professor Tim Stephens


Sydney Law School affiliates (2022)

	Adjunct Professor Justice Nicola Pain, Land and Environment Court
	Adjunct Professor Justice Rachel Pepper, Land and Environment Court


Sessional lecturers (2022)

	Dr Gerry Bates




            

        

    


        
            
            
    
        
            
                
                    Advisory Board and governance
                
            

        


        
            
                A key aspect of the centre’s governance structure is the Advisory Board, which comprises members appointed by the Dean on the advice of the Executive Committee. The Advisory Board consists of individuals with a strong interest in environmental law, including judges, practitioners, scholars, representatives of industry and members of the wider community who have made an important contribution to the field, both in Australia and overseas. The Chair of the Advisory Board is the centre director. The board meets at least once every year in order to advise the co-directors and Sydney Law School on all aspects of the activities of the centre.






















The Advisory Board currently comprises the following members:






















	The Hon. Justice Nicola Pain, NSW Land and Environment Court - Judicial officers and decision makers (nsw.gov.au)
	Acting Commissioner Andrew Smith, NSW Land and Environment Court  - Judicial officers and decision makers (nsw.gov.au)
	Professor Marie Lee - UCL - Prof Maria Lee | UCL Faculty of Laws - UCL – University College London
	Professor David Victor - UC San Diego  - David Victor (ucsd.edu)
	Mr David O’Donnell, Partner, Dentons Lawyers - Dentons - David O'Donnell
	Mr Jeff Smith, JOS Consulting - (99+) Jeff Smith | LinkedIn
	Dr Chris McGrath - Barrister  - Dr Chris McGrath - Higgins (higginschambers.com.au)
	Ms Illona Millar - Partner, Gilbert & Tobin  - Ilona Millar | Gilbert + Tobin Lawyers: Law Firm in Sydney, Melbourne & Perth (gtlaw.com.au)
	Ms Jane Coram - CSIRO - Ms Jane Coram (csiro.au)























Financial responsibility






















Financial responsibility for the centre’s activities is vested in the Dean. The centre’s funds are held in an account maintained by Sydney Law School. The Dean exercises financial responsibility by approving budgets for the centre, prepared by the Director in consultation with the Executive Committee, and by exercising broad oversight of budgetary performance. Day-to-day administration of finances is entrusted to the co-directors in consultation with the Executive Committee.
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                ACCEL Annual Report for 2021-2022.
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                About the Internship Program

ACCEL is committed to supporting the next generation of environmental law scholars and practitioners. Our Internship Program provides opportunities for undergraduate and postgraduate students to gain work experience in environmental law research and policy. Interns participate in a broad range of ACCEL’S activities related to environmental and climate law and justice, and work closely with the Centre’s academic staff members on real-world projects.

	Current enrolled undergraduate and postgraduate students at the University of Sydney are eligible to apply.
	Internship positions will be offered during Semester 1 (7 March to 27 May) and Semester 2 (8 August to 4 November) in 2022.
	From Semester 2, 2022 ACCEL's internship intakes are limited to five interns per semester, and each intern will be awarded $1000 in acknowledgment of their work for the program.
	Refer to the ACCEL Internships in Canvas for more information and how to apply.
	Please send queries about the 2022 program to: law.accel@sydney.edu.au.


2022 ACCEL Interns

The Australian Centre for Climate and Environmental Law (ACCEL) congratulates our extraordinary interns who completed the program in semesters 1 and 2 this year.

These talented students honed their skills across an array of projects and collectively, they successfully coordinated the inaugural ACCEL NextGen Series.

Semester 1 students successfully produced Sharma: The future of climate litigation in Australia (recording of the event) and Semester 2 students successfully produced Realism in the Corporate Sphere – Greenwashing and Net Zero.

Semester 1 interns

	Soo Choi, LLB (Electricity resilience)


	Chenshu Deng, LLM (Regulating water markets)
	Byron Dexter, JD (Forests and biodiversity)
	Sunqi Li, JD (Circular economies Australia)
	Elizabeth Newton, LLB (Climate change curriculum)
	Dhanushka Rajaratnam, MEL (Water justice and water markets)
	Tilly Scott, JD (Pacific methodologies)
	Rowena Young, LLB (Corporate liability and the environment).


Semester 2 interns

	Sophie Hawkins-Adams
	Zoe Patterson Ross
	Shivam Bose
	Ingrid Jones


We look forward to continuing the ACCEL Internship Program in 2023.
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                2022 events

Sharma: The future of climate litigaton in Australia

On 13 May 2022 ACCEL launched its inaugural ACCEL NextGen Series as part of the Centre’s 2022 Internship Program. Eight Semester 1 interns coordinated the first event in the Series. Interns chose the topic and designed the format; they also invited speakers, and Chaired the event. The event received the largest audience for ACCEL events in the last year, with approximately 170/340 attending online.  

A recording of the event can be found here. 



2021 events

2021 ACCEL Distinguished Speaker Address: Can climate litigation save the planet? The role of climate attribution science



9 December 2021

Speakers: Dr Petra Minnerop, Durham University and Dr Friederike Otto, University of Oxford and Global Climate Science Programme



	Details about the Distinguished Speaker event
	Watch the replay


The ACCEL Environmental Law Year in Review Conference



19 November 2021

	Details about the conference


Climate extremes on the road to Glasgow

18 October 2021

	Details about the speakers and program
	Watch the replay


2020 events



Climate change and water governance in an era of hi-tech irrigation

19 - 20 February 2020

This two-day invitation-only workshop, jointly sponsored by the Sydney Environment Institute, the Australian Centre for Climate and Environmental Law, and the Environmental Defenders Office, will bring together international and domestic experts from a range of disciplines to discuss the implications of irrigation efficiency measures in the context of water scarcity and climate change, the key challenges posed by irrigation efficiency for water governance, climate adaptation and sustainability, and best practices in terms of governance responses. The workshop will provide an important opportunity to discuss the governance frameworks required to balance growing consumptive needs, the need to protect associated ecosystems, improved irrigation technologies and our finite and often overallocated water resources.

The Bushfire Disaster and Australia’s Biodiversity: Can It Recover?

4 February 2020

	Details about the event


Extinction Rebellion: why and what does law have to do with it?



25 September 2019

	Details about the event


2019 ACCEL Distinguished Speaker Address: Power Blackouts and Climate Justice

7 August 2019

Speakers: Professor Daniel Farber, University of California and Professor Robert M. Cerchick, Loyola University New Orleans

	Details about the event
	Listen to the podcast 


Disaster in the Murray-Darling Basin: explanations and consequences

9 May 2019

	Details about the event
	Listen to the podcast


The event was also broadcast unedited and in full on Sky News Extra Ch 604 three times on Friday, 10 May at 1.30 pm, 6.17 pm and 9.55 pm. We are pleased that these broadcasts will reach a broader audience and enhance the impact of the Murray-Darling disaster.
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         Read the latest articles:
     



    
    	
            
                
                    Biden’s challenges at the Climate Summit: what are his levers?
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                    Australia is not doing enough to preserve biodiversity
                    
                

            
        
	
            
                
                    The world’s fragile relationship with nature
                    
                

            
        
	
            
                
                    Fire, Storm, Flood, Blackout: Australia’s Electricity Sector Needs Better Disaster Response
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         Australian environmental law websites
     



    
    
     
         Here are a few useful links:
     



    
    	
            
                
                    Australian Government – Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water
                    
                

            
        
	
            
                
                    Department of Environment and Heritage
                    
                

            
        
	
            
                
                    NSW Environment Protection Authority
                    
                

            
        
	
            
                
                    Environmental Defenders Office New South Wales
                    
                

            
        
	
            
                
                    National Environmental Law Association
                    
                

            
        



    
    






    
    
    





    
    
     
         International environmental law websites
     



    
    
     
         Here are a few useful links:
     



    
    	
            
                
                    UN Environment Program
                    
                

            
        
	
            
                
                    UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs – Sustainable Development
                    
                

            
        
	
            
                
                    UNESCO World Heritage Convention
                    
                

            
        
	
            
                
                    The Environmental Law Alliance Worldwide
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         Asia Pacific Journal of Environmental Law (APJEL)
     


                


                
                
                    

                    
                        APJEL is an annual journal addressing the dynamic developments in environmental law in the Asia Pacific region. From 1996 until 2015 APJEL was published by ACCEL. From 2016 APJEL is published by Edward Elgar.
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                    Australia is on track to create carbon reduction targets that are on par with other nations. Yet history proves this won't happen without an enforcement mechanism - Professor Tim Stephens.
                    
                

            
        
	
            
                
                    Dr Nicole Graham speaks to The Wire about the proposed Koala Planning Policy changes
                    
                

            
        
	
            
                
                    Associate Professor Ed Couzens speaks to ABC about the perceptions of trophy hunting
                    
                

            
        
	
            
                
                    Key conference to strengthen regulatory regime for wildlife trade, Independent Media - Associate Professor Ed Couzens
                    
                

            
        
	
            
                
                    Prime Minister Scott Morrison and the Pacific Island Forum, SEI Institute - Professor Rosemary Lyster
                    
                

            
        
	
            
                
                    Drama in Antarctica, The Project - Professor Tim Stephens
                    
                

            
        
	
            
                
                    Australia taking six years to list threatened habitats under environment laws, The Guardian - Professor Tim Stephens
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         Op-ed: We need to talk about Australia's "UnNatural disasters"
     



                
                In this op-ed, Rosemary Lyster, Professor of Climate and Environmental Law calls for greater accountability for unnatural disasters.
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         How law can help protect our oceans
     



                
                For World Ocean Day 2021, Professor Tim Stephens speaks about the key role of law in environmental protection.
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         The winning shark-tank pitch that aims to save the planet
     



                
                The winners of the Summer Innovation Program 2021, the Sustainability team, speak about their winning idea, Offset October, and their ambitious plans to combat climate change.
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            22 March 2021


            

                
                

    
        
        
            
        
        
        
    


                

                
                    
                


            

            


            
                
                
     
         Climate change and the complexities of valuing water
     



                
                On World Water Day, Dr Kate Owens speaks about her research into climate change, water scarcity and coal seam gas mining.
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