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THE FOCUS FOR ACCEL

The Australian Centre for Climate and Environmental Law 
(ACCEL) is located in the Faculty of Law, University of Sydney. 
The objectives of the Centre are to encourage, promote and 
support innovative and important scholarship including teaching, 
research, consultancy and public interest advocacy in all areas 
of environmental law and policy. These objectives are pursued 
within the University of Sydney, with other related Centres in 
Australia and overseas, with the legal profession, and with the 
wider community both in Australia and internationally.

Collaborative research currently focuses predominantly on 
climate change, including reducing emissions from deforestation 
and degradation, finance and taxation issues and environmental 
planning. ACCEL staff also participate in research and debate 
through their publications and through the Centre’s international 
journal, the Asia Pacific Journal of Environmental Law. 

ACCEL is home to the University of Sydney Law Faculty’s 
Climate Law and Policy Group (CLPG) established in 2008. 
The CLPG addresses intersections between climate change 
and administrative law, contract law, company law, criminal law, 
environmental law, Indigenous law, international law, migration 
law, property law, public health law, taxation law, tort law and 
trade law.

ACCEL has enabled Sydney Law School to deliver one of 
the world’s largest postgraduate programs in climate and 
environmental law. Over 25 units of study are offered in the 
degrees of Master of Environmental Law and Master of 
Environmental Science and Law, and in the Graduate Diploma 
of Environmental Law. These qualifications are available not only 
to lawyers but also non-lawyers with a relevant background. 
For further information on the postgraduate environmental law 
program, go to: www.sydney.edu.au/law/accel
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The Advisory Board provides advice to the Director, Executive 
Committee and Law School on all aspects of the activities of the 
Centre. 

The Advisory Board currently comprises the following members:

•	 Dr Nicolas Brunton, Partner, Henry Davis York
•	 Mr John Connor, CEO, The Climate Institute
•	 Dr Ronnie Harding, Senior Visiting Fellow, Institute of Environ-

mental Studies, University of New South Wales
•	 Mr David O’Donnell, Environment and Planning Partner, Malle-

sons Stephen Jaques
•	 The Honourable Justice Nicola Pain, NSW Land and Environ-

ment Court
•	 Mr Jeff Smith, Director, Environmental Defender’s Office, 

NSW
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Andrew Edgar. is a lecturer in the Faculty of 
Law and Program Co-ordinator for Sydney 
Law School’s Master of Environmental Law 
program. He specialises in administrative law 
and environmental law and the contribution 
of courts and tribunals to environmental 
governance

Susan Shearing is a Lecturer at Sydney Law 
School and Program Co-ordinator for Sydney 
Law School’s Master of Environmental Law 
program. Her interests include sustainable 
business and environmental regulation, 
environmental financing, natural and cultural 
heritage and protected areas management, 
water law, biodiversity law and climate 
change..

Chester Brown is Associate Professor at 
Sydney Law School, a Barrister, and a door 
tenant at Essex Court Chambers, London. 
His interests include: public international law, 
international dispute settlement, international 
arbitration, international investment law, and 
international environmental law.

Bernard Dunne teaches Environmental 
Impact Assessment Law at Sydney Law 
School. He has served on the board of the 
NSW Environmental Defender’s Office. His  
research focuses on environmental impact 
assessment and regulatory theory.

Celeste Black is a Senior Lecturer at 
Sydney Law School.  Her research interests 
include the interaction between taxation 
law and policy and environmental policy, 
with particular emphasis on the taxation 
implications of emissions trading schemes and 
carbon taxes.

Professor Zada Lipman is an Adjunct 
Professor at the University of Sydney and 
Emeritus Professor at Macquarie University. 
She has 30 years experience in teaching and 
researching environmental law and is editor of 
several journals.

Professor Gerry Bates teaches 
environmental law, natural resources law and 
european environmental law. He serves on 
the Board of the NSW EPA, is director of a 
regional resource recovery centre, and editor 
of the Environment and Planning Law Journal.

The Hon. Justice B.J. Preston is the Chief 
Judge of the Land and Environment Court in 
NSW and Adjunct Professor at the University 
of Sydney.  He has written extensively on 
environmental law and has lectured in post-
graduate environmental law for over 18 years.

Emeritus Professor Ben Boer was a 
founding director of the Australian Centre for 
Environmental Law (now ACCEL). He teaches 
units of study in the Master of Environmental 
Law program at Sydney Law School and has 
published widely in the area of environmental 
and natural resources law and policy. 

Rosemary Lyster is the Professor of Climate 
and Environmental Law at Sydney Law School 
and Director of the Australian Centre for Climate 
and Environmental Law (ACCEL). Rosemary’s 
research focuses primarily on climate law and 
she has published widely on emissions trading, 
carbon offsets and Reducing Emissions from 
Deforestation (and Degradation) (REDD).

Tim Stephens is a Senior Lecturer, 
international lawyer and human geographer. 
His research interests include national and 
international climate change law, public 
international law, international environmental 
law, law of the sea and international dispute 
settlement.

Nicola Franklin is a Senior Lecturer at 
Sydney Law School. Her research and 
teaching interests include environmental 
planning law, pollution regulation, EIA, 
environmental governance and Chinese 
environmental law.

Kate Miles is a Senior Lecturer at Sydney 
Law School and Deputy Director of ACCEL. 
Kate specialises in international investment 
law and international environmental law. 
She has published work on issues relating 
to international investment law, sustainable 
finance, and voluntary codes of corporate 
conduct.
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