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The goal of this unit of study is to provide students with an opportunity to pursue advanced research in an area of their choosing, under the limited supervision of a Faculty member. The unit is only available in special circumstances, and with the approval of the relevant Program Coordinator. The unit is available as a one-semester unit of study worth 6 or 12 credit points, or as a full year unit of study worth 12 credit points. The 6 credit point unit requires a substantial research paper of 8,000 to 10,000 words; the 12 credit point unit requires a substantial research paper of 15,000 to 20,000 words.

Given the nature of the unit, there are no set topics. This will be determined on a case-by-case basis. The project must involve a fresh piece of research and writing. Material that has been previously submitted for assessment in any other unit of study may not form part of the project.

Supervisory assistance should not extend beyond considering the project’s methodology, the literature review, and thus assessing the student’s familiarity with the subject. It is expected of students undertaking advanced research that their work be “independent”. Beyond that elementary supervision, the member of Faculty’s role will only be to assess the project upon completion.
No more than 12 credit points of the Independent Research Project may be credited towards the requirements for a master’s or SJD program. The Independent Research Project is not available to graduate diploma candidates or candidates for the Master of Criminology, Master of International Law and Master of Jurisprudence.

In the case of students enrolled for a single semester, the project must be submitted for assessment by the end of semester exam period (15 Jun/Nov) in the semester in which the student is enrolled in this unit of study. In the case of students enrolled over a full year, the project must be submitted for assessment by the end of semester exam period (15 Jun/Nov) in the second semester in which the candidate is enrolled in this unit of study. The project will normally be assessed by the Faculty member acting as supervisor. However, the Program Coordinator may designate an independent assessor, who may or may not be a member of the Faculty.

Enrolment in this unit is contingent upon:

1. The student having completed at least four units of study towards their master’s candidature and achieving an average mark in all units of 75% or higher.

2. The student formulating a well-defined research project. The student must submit a research project proposal (two pages) outlining (a) the questions that they propose to address in their research; (b) a statement of methodology to be used i.e. how they propose to conduct their research; (c) a proposed completion timetable for their research and writing; and (d) prepare and append a preliminary reading list available for their research.

3. The student providing a written statement outlining the special circumstances justifying enrolment in this unit.

4. Approval in writing from a member of Faculty who agrees to serve as supervisor and assessor of the project.

5. Approval in writing from the relevant Program Coordinator. Approval will only be given where the Program Coordinator is satisfied that:

(i) the above conditions are met; and
(ii) no other unit of study is being offered in the year of enrolment which would permit the candidate to undertake study in the proposed area.

Assessment Criteria

The project will normally be assessed by the Faculty member acting as supervisor. However, the Program Coordinator may designate an independent assessor, who may or may not be a member of the Faculty.

Fail (Below 50%)

Work may fail for any or all of the following reasons:
· Does not answer the question.

· Contains significant or numerous errors.

· Few or no identifiable arguments.

· Content that is inappropriate or irrelevant.

· Plagiarism, inappropriate use of other student work, including ‘recycling’ all or a significant part of a paper which has already been given credit in another course.

· Lack of research or analysis.

· Difficult or impossible to understand through poor grammar, expression or structure.

· Overall, does not demonstrate the minimum level of competence in the assessment.

Pass (50-64%)

· Identifies the key issues, but does not follow through with a reasoned argument.

· Contains some significant errors.

· Displays satisfactory engagement with the key issues.

· Offers descriptive summary of material relevant to the question.

· Superficial use of material, and may display a tendency to paraphrase.

· Demonstrates little evidence of in-depth research or analysis.

· Adequate expression.

· Overall, demonstrates the minimum level of competence in the assessment and satisfies the requirements to proceed to higher-level studies in the degree or subject area.

Credit (65-74%)

· Covers main issues fairly well in answering the question.

· Contains no significant errors

· Demonstrates an attempted critical approach to the issues.

· Demonstrates reasonably sound research and analysis in addressing the key issues.

· Has a clear structure and reasonably clear expression.

Distinction (75-84%)

· Completely answers the question.

· Achieves a critical and evaluative approach to the issues.

· Content and structure is well organised in support of the argument.

· Demonstrates extensive research and analysis to support a well-documented argument.

· Generally well expressed and free from errors.

· Has a clear structure and is well articulated.

High Distinction (85% +)

· Completely answers the question.

· Contains striking originality of approach or analysis.

· Demonstrates exhaustive or innovative research.

· Exceptionally well written, structured and expressed.
· Is otherwise exceptional in some way.

	application to undertake an Independent Research Project
	[image: image2.png]THE UNIVERSITY OF
oy SYDNEY

¥




	Sydney Law School


It is important that you have read and understood the application guidelines and assessment criteria before submitting your application. Please complete Parts 1 to 3 then forward the form and proposal to your proposed supervisor to complete Part 4 before submitting the form to the Postgraduate Team. You will be notified of the outcome in writing.
1. Personal details

	Student no.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Surname

	


Given names

	


	Award course
	


Postal address

	

	

	State
	
	Postcode
	


Telephone

	Home
	

	Work
	

	Mobile
	


Email^
	


^ If we have any queries relating to this application, we may contact you at this address. All standard University correspondence is sent to your University email address.

2. Eligibility checklist

I confirm that:

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  I have completed at least four units of study towards the above award course.

	My average mark for units of study completed to date is
	


3. Project details

I wish to undertake the following Independent Research Project (please tick the appropriate boxes):
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  6 credit points (8,000 to 10,000 words)
	I will complete the project in:
	Year

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  February Semester

LAWS6147-1
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  July Semester

LAWS6147-2
	


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  12 credit points (15,000 to 20,000 words)
	(i) I will complete the project within one semester in:
	Year

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  February Semester

LAWS6182&3-1
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  July Semester

LAWS6182&3-2
	


	(ii) I will complete the project over two consecutive semesters as follows:
	Year

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  February Semester

LAWS6182/3-1
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  July Semester

LAWS6182/3-2
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  February Semester

LAWS6182/3-1
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  July Semester

LAWS6182/3-2
	


Research project title

	

	

	


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  I have attached a 2-page research project proposal as per enrolment guidelines.
Proposed supervisor
	


Reason(s) for applying (please attach statement if appropriate)
	

	


	Signature
	


	Date
	


4. To be completed by the Supervisor

	Research project topic
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approved
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Not approved

	Supervision
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Accepted
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Not accepted


Comments
	

	


	Signature
	


	Date
	


Submission
Please submit this form to:

Postgraduate Team, Sydney Law School F10

The University of Sydney NSW 2006
by 30 April (July Semester) or 30 September (February Semester).

5. To be completed by the Program Coordinator
	Application
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approved
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Not approved


Comments
	

	


	Signature
	


	Date
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