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Summary

After completing this learning tool, you should be able to:
— ldentify the unique elements of a publication.

— Format these into an appropriate reference.*

* Important: There are different styles of citing and referencing. You should check with your lecturer for the
required style of referencing for your discipline. This tutorial will show you how to get started in referencing,
using the APA style as an example.

Copyright

The material that forms this web site is copyright. Other than for the purposes of and subject to the
conditions prescribed under the Copyright Act, no part of it may in any form or by any means (electronic,
mechanical, microcopying, photocopying, recording or otherwise) be altered, reproduced, stored in a
retrieval system or transmitted without prior written permission from the University of Sydney Library and/or
the appropriate author.

Disclaimer

The University of Sydney disclaims liability for the accuracy or completeness of the information provided by
this service. The University accepts no responsibility for loss occasioned as a direct or indirect result of the
use of the information obtained.




How to reference

WHY IS REFERENCING SO IMPORTANT?

— To acknowledge the author or creator for their work.

— To avoid plagiarism.

— To enable others to locate the sources you have cited in your work.
— To give credibility to your work.

INTRODUCTION

When writing your essays or reports, you'll often refer to different sources of information to support the
arguments in your paper. Making a reference to these sources is called citing. Full details of all the sources cited
to support arguments within the text is given in a reference list at the end of your work.
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Find out more about when to reference and academic honesty at:
http://www.library.usyd.edu.au/elearning/learn/plagiarism/index.php

Find out more about different referencing styles at:
http://www_library.usyd.edu.au/subjects/readyref/citing.html

Find out about EndNote (referencing software) at:
http://libguides.library.usyd.edu.au/endnote
http://www.library.usyd.edu.au/elearning/learn/endnote/index.php

DIFFERENT INFORMATION SOURCES REQUIRE DIFFERENT REFERENCE
FORMATTING

REFERENCING A BOOK

In the APA style a book reference should follow this pattern:

Author. (Year). Title. Place of publication: Publisher.

For example:
Thomas, A. (2007). Sociology of health and health care. Oxford: Blackwell.
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REFERENCING A BOOK CHAPTER

In the APA style a book chapter reference should follow this pattern:

Chapter author. (year). Chapter title. In Editors of the book (Eds.), Book Title. (pp. page numbers).
Place of publication: Publisher.

For example:
Taylor, S. (2007). Sociology, social research and health. In S.Taylor & D. Field (Eds.), Sociology of health and
health care. (pp. 3-24). Oxford: Blackwell.

REFERENCING A JOURNAL ARTICLE

In the APA style a journal article reference should follow this pattern:
Author. (Year), Article title. Journal title, Volume(issue), page number.

For example:
Sweeting, A. & Vickers, E. (2007), Language and the history of colonial education - the case of Hong Kong.
Modern Asian Studies, 41(1), 40.

REFERENCING A WEB DOCUMENT

In the APA style a web document reference should follow this pattern:

Author. (Year of copyright or last update). Title. Date of retrieval, from web address.

For example:
Department of the Environment and Water Resources. (2007). Water resources: water for the environment.
Retrieved November 21, from http://www.environment.gov.au/water/environmental/wetlands/about.html.
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