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SAND abstract No. 171 from the BEACH program 2010–11  

Subject: Influenza and pneumococcal vaccination among general 
practice patients 

Organisation supporting this study: CSL Ltd 

Issues: The proportion of general practice patients who had discussed influenza vaccination 
with their GP in the past 12 months or pneumococcal vaccination in the past 5 years; who 
initiated the discussion(s); presence of influenza or pneumococcal infection risk factors; 
vaccination status; source of vaccine supply; reason(s) that influenza or pneumococcal 
vaccine was not given in unvaccinated patients.  

Sample: 100 GPs recorded influenza data for 2,946 patients and pneumococcal data for 2,873 
patients; data collection period: 17/08/2010 – 25/10/2010. 

Method: Detailed in the paper entitled SAND method 2010–11 at: 
<http://sydney.edu.au/medicine/fmrc/publications/sand-abstracts>.Method for this 
study: Risk factors for influenza and pneumococcal infection1 were supplied on a card. 

Summary of results  
The age and sex distributions of the 2,946 patients who responded to the question about 
discussion of influenza vaccination and the 2,873 patients who responded about 
pneumococcal vaccination did not differ from all patients at 2009–10 BEACH encounters. 

Influenza vaccination: GPs discussed influenza vaccination with 1,268 patients (43.0%, 95% 
CI: 38.5–47.6) in the previous 12 months. GPs initiated the discussion in most cases (83.6% of 
1,236 respondents). Influenza infection risk factors were given for 1,203 patients, and at least 
one risk factor was present for 87.2%. Multiple responses were allowed. The most common 
risk factor was being aged 65 years and over (66.3%), followed by chronic heart disease 
(18.5%), diabetes (13.4%), chronic lung disease (11.6%) and other chronic diseases (11.9%).  

Of 1,222 patients who provided vaccination status, 1,116 were vaccinated (91.3%), 105 were 
not (8.6%), and status was not known for 1 patient. Of 1,080 vaccinated respondents, 81.4% 
were supplied the vaccine free of charge (i.e. government supplied), for 5.7% the vaccine was 
PBS subsidised, and for 12.9% it was fully privately funded. Of 100 unvaccinated 
respondents, 54 gave ‘patient objection’ as the reason for not being vaccinated, and 20 
patients were considered ‘not at risk’. 

Pneumococcal vaccination: GPs discussed pneumococcal vaccination with 823 patients 
(28.7%, 95% CI: 24.6–32.7) in the previous 5 years. GPs initiated the discussion in most cases 
(92.5% of 759 respondents). Pneumococcal infection risk factors were given by 802 patients, 
and at least one risk factor was present for 96.0%. Multiple responses were allowed. The 
most common risk factor was being aged 65 years and over (81.9%), followed by chronic 
heart disease (22.1%), diabetes (15.2%), chronic lung disease (12.6%) and other chronic 
diseases (10.1%).  

Of 782 patients who provided vaccination status, 661 were vaccinated (84.5%), 118 were not 
(15.1%), and status was not known for 3. Of 638 vaccinated respondents, 93.0% were 
supplied the vaccine free of charge, for 4.6% the vaccine was PBS subsidised, and for 2.5% it 
was fully privately funded. Of 105 unvaccinated respondents, 59 (56.2%) gave ‘patient 
objection’ as the reason for not being vaccinated, and 16 (15.2%) were considered ‘not at risk’. 

1 Adapted from National Health and Medical Research Council. Australian Immunisation Handbook 9th Edition 2008 
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