It was my luck to receive a strong support from Học Mãi Foundation to have an opportunity studying in Australia. It was a peaceful and lovely country. Moreover, this was my first time to go to Australia so I had a huge chance to open my mind to the world and change my old thinking style.

Arriving in Sydney in July through the strong support of Học Mãi Foundation, I spent one of the most unforgettable period in my life. At the airport, I was warmly welcomed by Ms. Rhondda Glasson. It was a sunny day and the sky was very clear. On the first day, Ms. Rhondda helped us with almost everything to make us accustomed to the Australian lifestyle. I felt that I lived in a ‘big family’ of Học Mãi operated by the clever hands of Ms. Rhondda. In fact, everything was well-organized.
On the next day, I went to Royal North Shore Hospital and was introduced to my supervisor, Dr. Andrew Kneebone. From then on, I acted as an observer in the Radiation Oncology department for a whole month. Dr. Kneebone was so awesome in every aspect. I really learnt a lot from him and his colleagues about the working, studying and researching styles in such a large hospital. One thing I remembered the most from Dr. Kneebone is the way he communicated with his patients. It was so sweet yet extremely efficient. Actually I’ve never known such a careful and patient physician like him before. He encouraged me to learn as much as I could. He even suggested lending me some of his own books for my studying. The most important thing was I had a chance to talk with the patients and listen to them. Actually there was a significant difference in almost every aspect, from the diagnosis, treatment as well as following-up process between Australian hospitals and the ones in my own country. But thanks to the enthusiasm of the doctors here, especially Dr. Michael Bach and Dr. Carol Chaddad, I could have a chance to learn a lot. Other members are so nice and have helped me a lot during my period there.  I will never forget Craig Opie, who was very clever and always try to simplify difficult stuffs for me. Adam, Franco, Eddie, Florence and all the staff are great too. Everyone was so friendly and open-hearted.
Once again, I want to thank Học Mãi Foundation, especially Mr. Bruce Robinson, the Chairman of Học Mãi Foundation, and Ms. Rhondda Glasson for everything. It was really fantastic experience.
Nguyen Duc Duy Tam

(Fifth-year medical student, Pham Ngoc Thach University of medicine)

