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The Infection and Immunity Seminar
Series aims to bring together
researchers to present and discuss
research findings, concepts and
technologies with the goal of
fostering enhanced interactions and
new collaborations between
researchers.
In addition to local speakers, this
seminar series will also include highstanding invited, external speakers.

All research staff and students are
will be presenting a seminar entitled: encouraged to attend.

Managing blood-borne virus
transmission in healthcare settings
Please make every effort to attend
and encourage your colleagues to
do likewise.

For more information or to be
placed on the mailing list, please
contact Associate Professor Barry
Slobedman, Infectious Diseases
and Immunology
barry.slobedman@sydney.edu.au

Transmission of blood borne viruses (BBV) to patients during
dentistry is rare, but has been reported between patients (if
equipment is not sterilised after use), or between an infected
dentist and patients (if a patient is exposed to an infected
dentist’s blood).
The risk of infection to patients can be minimised by ensuring
that instruments are sterilised, and by exclusion of infectious
dentists from performing exposure prone procedures. Concerns
that a dental practice presents of risk of infection to patients
usually arise after complaints to regulatory authorities about
poor hygiene, or following notification of patients who have
acquired an infection following a dental procedure.
In NSW, an expert panel helps assess the risk to patients from
infected health care workers (HCWs) or poor infection control
practices. The panel has a broad composition. Risk
assessments involve understanding of the HCW’s viral status,
procedures performed, infection control practices, history of
needle sticks and others evidence of transmission. Where the
assessment shows that patients are at risk of infection, health
departments generally work with the HCW to notify and
recommend testing for patients. The process appears to be a
useful way to manage risks and reassure the community.

