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         Leading independent voice on health policy in Australia
     





                            

                        

                    

                    
                        
                            
                            




     
         Gathering experts in health policy, economics and health services research to produce high-quality analyses of current issues, deliver public seminars and education programs and undertake comprehensive research projects.
     



                            

                            
                            




    
    
    



	
		
		
			About us

The Menzies Centre for Health Policy and Economics conducts health policy research, analysis, advice and education. 

We focus on improving public health outcomes through policy innovation and practical implementation. 

With a program of community engagement, we encourage informed debate about how Australians can influence:

	health policy to ensure that it is consistent with their values and priorities; 
	policies that are able to deliver safe, high-quality health care that is sustainable in the long term.


We have a particular interest in the policy conundrums posed by the growing challenge of chronic illness. 

Our research has demonstrated a strong commitment to patient centred outcomes.
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                    Health Systems and Financing
                
            

        


        
            
                Work within this theme includes the organisation of the health care system across primary, secondary, tertiary, and social care, including the roles, responsibilities and linkages between local, state and national health bodies – and participation of consumers and citizens.

This theme also includes how health is financed and the relationships between public and private actors in health. Our aim is to achieve transparency, responsiveness and integrity in health systems, and improve efficiency by closing responsibility gaps and reducing overlaps.

Theme Lead

Dr Carmen Huckel Schneider



            

        

    


        
            
            
    
        
            
                
                    Knowledge Systems for Policy Action
                
            

        


        
            
                Work within this theme focuses on developing and analysing how information is gathered and flows throughout health systems and in health policy making processes. It incorporates novel methods for data collection and analysis, and the development of new systems to hold, regulate and govern health knowledge. 

This theme also includes research into how knowledge is found, interpreted and utilised in health systems and policy.  Our aim is to achieve intelligent systems of knowledge generation and utilisation in health policy that incorporate the complex mix of factors that need to be understood to make wise decisions.

Health Technology Assessment (HTA) Capability Framework (PDF, 169.2KB)

Theme Lead 

 Dr Sarah Norris



            

        

    


        
            
            
    
        
            
                
                    Global and Intersectoral Health Policy
                
            

        


        
            
                Work within this theme analyses the relationships between global health policy systems and local policy action.  It includes the development of global-level policy as well as how global health goals are interpreted and enacted at local levels.

This theme also includes the interactions and relationships between global and intersectoral forces of change and health policy, including trade and investment, global politics and social and cultural movements. Our aim to strengthen health policy globally by enhancing policy learning across sectors, countries and in international institutions.

Theme Lead 

Associate Professor Anne Marie Thow



            

        

    


        
            
            
    
        
            
                
                    Health Services Innovation and Improvement
                
            

        


        
            
                Work within this theme includes the analysis of how health services are constructed and delivered within the broader health and social systems. We analyse how and why key health goals such as access, equity, and experience can be achieved by analysing models of care at a system level.




This theme includes evaluative research of novel models of care and new health technologies, and how their success, or failure, can be explained. Our aim is to develop comprehensive system-level models of health care that increase access, equity and quality.




Theme Lead




Dr Carissa Bonner






            

        

    


        
            
            
    
        
            
                
                    Value-informed decision making
                
            

        


        
            
                Work within this theme includes analysis of how value (cost-effectiveness), and values (preferences) are determined and integrated into decision making and policy.  It answers technical questions around the efficient provision of health services in different contexts, explores the application of distributional efficiency approaches, and answers broader questions around the notion of ‘value’ from a decision maker, community, and patient perspective.




This theme also applies quantitative economic methods to understand community preferences for how health services and systems are delivered/provided and how health outcomes are valued. Our aim is to achieve sustainable health care systems and delivery that prioritise outcomes of value for the community.




Theme Lead




Dr Martin Howell






            

        

    


        

        
        

    








    
    
    



	
		
		
			Study options

The study of health policy offers a critical perspective on how health systems operate and the forces that shape the health and society more broadly. It emphasises the importance of power and value choices, focusing on the interaction of governments with the private and community sectors in shaping policy.


		
		

	






    
    
    

    
    

    
    

        
        
            
            
    
        
            
                
                    Postgraduate coursework
                
            

        


        
            
                Why study health policy with us?

	Study with Sydney School of Public Health, a global leader in research and education.
	Learn how to develop and implement health policy.
	Analyse current health policies and policy processes.
	Learn about how the Australian and international healthcare systems work.
	Develop applied skills in policy analysis, economic evaluation, health financing and budgets.
	Understand emerging issues from international trends.
	Identify and analyse politics and power in health policy.
	Gain key skills in systems thinking and critical appraisal of evidence for health policy.
	Graduate with professional confidence to work in leadership and strategy across the health sector.


Course options

	Graduate Certificate in Health Policy and Planning
	Graduate Diploma in Health Policy and Planning
	Master of Health Policy and Planning


Scholarship options

Two scholarships are available for the Masters of Health Policy at the University of Sydney. The Stephen Leeder Health Policy Scholarship and the Ruth Colagiuri Health Policy Scholarship will be valued at $10,000 and will be tenable for one full-time semester only. 

Visit our scholarships website to learn more.

For further information on these courses please contact:

	Dr Carmen Huckel-Schneider

carmen.huckelschneider@sydney.edu.au
	Associate Professor Jim Gillespie

james.gillespie@sydney.edu.au




            

        

    


        
            
            
    
        
            
                
                    Postgraduate research
                
            

        


        
            
                Degrees by research are available across all the research areas of the Sydney School of Public Health and the Faculty of Medicine and Health.

Research options include:

	Master of Philosophy (Medicine and Health) (MPhil)
	Doctor of Philosophy (Medicine and Health) (PhD)


Learn more current research opportunities or about postgraduate research in medicine and health.



            

        

    


        

        
        

    








    
    
    

	
     
         Event series
     






    
    
    

    
    

    
    

        
        
            
            
    
        
            
                
                    Seminars
                
            

        


        
            
                The Menzies Centre for Health Policy and colleagues deliver regular seminars that address contemporary health policy issues.

Please join our mailing list to receive notifications when the next seminar is scheduled.

Visit the Sydney eScholarship Repository for recordings and resources from past seminars.



            

        

    


        
            
            
    
        
            
                
                    Emerging Health Policy & Economics Research Conference
                
            

        


        
            
                The Menzies Centre for Health Policy & Economics is delighted to invite registrations for its Emerging Health Policy & Economics Research Conference showcasing emerging research from academic and practitioner researchers, health policy decision-makers, and research students.



Attendance and participation in the conference will provide an opportunity to discuss health policy responses to current local, national and global health challenges; and identify new ideas and opportunities for collaboration across disciplinary and sectorial boundaries.

Conference Program

The conference will open with the keynote S T Lee Lecture on Health Systems Resilience. Following the lecture, there will be brief presentations under the following themes and streams.  Each session will conclude with Q&A and group discussion with audience and speakers.

	Policy, Governance and Leadership for Health (Equity and Priority Populations, and Health System Governance and Regulation)
	Health Economics, funding and financing (Chronic disease prevention and management; Equity and priority populations; Economic Evaluation and Preferences; and Health Funding and Financing)
	Health technologies, services and systems (Chronic disease prevention and management; Health Services Planning; and Health Technologies)


The conference will conclude with a panel session on Health Systems Resilience and Sustainability - challenges and opportunities for health and healthcare in 2024 and beyond.

A copy of the draft program is available HERE. It will be updated as speakers and times are confirmed.

Registration

F2F Registration Fees: $50 student and $70 non-student.  Registration and payment can be made here: https://pay.sydney.edu.au/MCHPEHPER24

Whilst F2F attendance is encouraged, we will be offering online participation for each session.  Registration links to attend virtually are available HERE.

Details

	Date: Monday, 5 February 2024
	Time: Start 8.20 am, Conclude 7 pm
	Venue: Susan Wakil Health Building, University of Sydney Google Maps
	Conference Program: A copy of the draft program is available HERE
	F2F Registration Fees: $50 student and $70 non-student, including full-day catering
	F2F Registration and Payment: https://pay.sydney.edu.au/MCHPEHPER24
	Online Registration – links to register for each session are available HERE
	Enquiries – mchpe@sydney.edu.au


Visit the Sydney eScholarship Repository for recordings and resources from past conferences. https://ses.library.usyd.edu.au/handle/2123/8697



            

        

    


        
            
            
    
        
            
                
                    S T Lee Lecture
                
            

        


        
            
                The University of Sydney, by way of a gift, established the S.T. Lee Lecture Fund in 2008 to invite a distinguished scholar and/or practitioner on the subject of contemporary health policy to deliver an annual lecture. The S.T. Lee Lecture is named for Seng Tee Lee, a business executive and noted philanthropist. Dr Lee is director of the Lee group of companies in Singapore and of the Lee Foundation.

Please join our mailing list to receive notifications when the next S T Lee Lecture is scheduled.

Visit the Sydney eScholarship Repository for recordings and resources from past conferences. https://ses.library.usyd.edu.au/handle/2123/8696
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                    Staff
                
            

        


        
            
                Centre Management

	Professor Kirsten Howard, Co-Director and Professor of Health Economics
	Professor Andrew Wilson, Co-Director and Professor of Public Health
	Associate Professor Carmen Huckel Schneider, Deputy Director, MCHPE; Co-Director, Academic Education Sydney School of Public Health, Faculty of Medicine and Health 
	Diana Freeman, Centre Manager


Professors

	Professor Shaun Larkin, Professor of Health Policy 
	Professor Anne Marie Thow, Professor of Public Policy and Health
	Professor Kees Van Gool, Professor of Health Policy and Systems  


Associate Professors

	Associate Professor Carissa Bonner, Research Focussed Academic
	Associate Professor Phil Haywood, Associate Professor of Practice (Health Financing)
	Associate Professor Martin Howell, Principal Research Fellow 
	Associate Professor Sarah Norris (Associate Professor of Practice - Health Technology Management) 


Senior Research Fellows

	Dr Simone De Morgan, Senior Research Fellow
	Dr Alice Gibson, Postdoctoral Research Associate 
	Dr Gai Moore, Research Fellow (Knowledge Translation) and Lecturer, Master of Health Policy


Research Fellows

	Dr Jo Gale, Research Fellow
	Dr Anagha Killedar, Research Fellow
	Dr Kanchan Marcus, Research Fellow
	Dr Joanna Mason, Research Fellow
	Dr Andrea Natsky, Research Fellow
	Dr Dori Patay, Post-doctorate Researcher
	Dr David Primrose, Academic Fellow 
	Dr Amanda Rush, Research Fellow (Health Policy Analysis)
	Joanne Scarfe, Research Fellow, Health Policy and Economics
	Dr Gabriela Uribe, Research Fellow 


Research Associates

	Alex de Souza, Research Associate
	Maria Gomez, Research Associate
	Prithivi Prakash Sivaprakash, Research Associate
	Takwa Tissaoui, Research Associate
	Pippy Walker, Research Associate (Health Policy and Economics)


Research Officers

	Emma Cox, Research Officer
	Alexis Johnson, Research Officer
	Ellen Johnson, Research Officer
	Cassia Yung, Research Assistant


	Samali Welgamage, Research Assistant




            

        

    


        
            
            
    
        
            
                
                    Adjunct, clinical and honorary appointments
                
            

        


        
            
                	Emeritus Professor Stephen Leeder AO
	Emeritus Professor Penny Hawe
	Honorary Professor Adam Elshaug
	Honorary Professor Farhat Yusuf AM 
	Honorary Professor Gail Garvey
	Honorary Associate Professor James Gillespie
	Honorary Associate Professor Ruth Colagiuri
	Honorary Senior Lecturer, Dr Madhan Balasubramanian
	Honorary Lecturer, Dr Julie Schneider
	Adjunct Associate Professor Frederic (Freddy) Sitas 


	Adjunct Lecturer Dr Helen Trevena
	Adjunct Lecturer Amanda Dominello
	Adjunct Professor Mary Haines
	Adjunct Associate Professor Louise Freebairn
	Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Dr Selvanaayagam Shanmuganathan
	Research Affiliate, Dr Corey Moore
	Conjoint Senior Lecturer, Dr Huei Ming Liu




            

        

    


        
            
            
    
        
            
                
                    Research students
                
            

        


        
            
                	Fahad Aldhafeeri
	Ahmed Alshehri
	Noa Amir
	Elliot Brennan
	Greg Brylski
	Shingisai Chando
	Saskia Cheyne
	Chanel Chong
	Tess Cooper
	Alexandra De Souza
	Louise Graham
	Chandana Guha
	Sisi Jia
	Ellen Johnson
	Brydee Johnston
	Tabitha Jones
	Lois Jun
	Nathalie Mann
	Leah Marks
	Thida Maung Maung Myint
	Sarah Mounsey
	Mary Ann Nicdao
	Sarika Parambath
	Judith Parnham
	Payao Phonsuk
	Sumathy Ravi
	Amber Salisbury
	Prithivi Prakash Sivaprakash
	Jason Soon
	Melody Taba
	Amy Von Huben
	Siyu Wang
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         Our newsletter
     



    
    
     
         Join our mailing list to receive updates about upcoming events
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                    Precision Medicine and Prevention - An Evidence Brief
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