
 

Nicholson Museum Invitation 

Brian Brennan

How Spartan were 
the Spartans?

Tuesday 13 May 2008 
6 for 6.30 pm
In the Nicholson Museum  
Main Quadrangle, University of Sydney

$25 ($20 Friends of the Nicholson Museum; $15 students) 
price includes refreshments 
booking essential 9351 2812 or ebollen@usyd.edu.au

How Spartan were the Spartans? Beyond the 
Mirage of Austerity and Conformity

Dr Brian Brennan presents an overview of Spartan soci-
ety using new archaeological material, recent scholarship 
and a reappraisal of the literary evidence. How much of 
the Spartan military myth is real? How can archaological 
evidence provide a new way of shedding light on Spartan 
daily life? (Nearly) all will be revealed!

Brian Brennan is an 
historian and traveller. He 
studied at Macquarie 
University and at the 
University of Melbourne 
and is a specialist in Late 
Antiquity. He has taught 
at Macquarie, Melbourne 
and Sydney Universi-
ties and currently runs 
programs for secondary 
students. He is the author 
of several books including, 
Spartan Society: Inter-
preting the Evidence, a 
textbook for HSC Ancient 
History students.


