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While writing The Interpretation of Dreams in the 1890s,
Freud became an art collector. Forty years later, when he
left Vienna, his study was so crowded with antiquities, he
barely had room to move. Freud’s taste was precise and
discerning, making his collection an intriguing catalogue of
world civilisations. Though Freud prescribed the intense,
inner journey of psychoanalysis for others, his own ther-
apy was shopping. What prompted Freud’s obsession?
Why did Freud select certain works and how do they illus-
trate Freud’s revolutionary theories about the unconscious,
dreams and the power of sex?



