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1.

Academic Board on 8 October 2008
9 October 2008

Principles
The University is committed to promoting a culture that supports open dialogue with
students and respect for student opinion. Free and open discussion with and among
students is an essential component of academic discourse, intellectual debate and
the evolution of ideas. Consultation with students and student representative bodies,
and the involvement of students in collegial decision making is a foundational value
of the University and a core element in maintaining and improving quality. Students
constitute one of the University’s principle constituencies: they make a crucial
contribution to the formation of its values, and provide a vital perspective on its
academic programs and operations.
The processes outlined in this policy are concrete expressions of a larger educational
context that is committed to the exchange of ideas, and to genuine reciprocity in the
student-teacher relationship.

2.

Policy
2.1 The University will provide opportunities for students to participate in decision
making processes of the University at all levels.
2.2 Students and student representative organizations have a responsibility to
participate in the decision making processes of the University.
2.3 The University shall ensure student representation on the Academic Board and
its subcommittees, on all Faculty Boards and their subcommittees, and shall ensure
a role for the elected presidents of SUPRA and the SRC on the Academic Board,
Senate liaison committees, and other appropriate fora.
2.4 Faculties shall maintain ongoing dialogue with students through the
establishment and maintenance of Staff/Student Liaison Committees, and meetings
with student representative organisations, where applicable.
2.5 A variety of other mechanisms will be used to provide opportunities for
engagement with students, including (but not necessarily limited to):
• the election or appointment of students to new committees and working parties,
especially where the agenda concerns students;
• seeking student input in course reviews and course development through such
mechanisms as questionnaires, interviews, and membership on working groups.
Where appropriate, the input of recent past students as well as present students
will also be sought.

2.6 Faculties will make clear to students the mechanisms for consultation with
students in Faculty handbooks, on Faculty websites and in other appropriate places.
2.7 Faculties will seek ongoing student feedback on courses and programs, in line
with appropriate Academic Board policies
2.8 Faculties will provide students with feedback about responses and changes
made as a result of student input, consultation and student evaluations of courses.
2.9 The University and its faculties will review student consultation procedures
regularly, via the Academic Board Review process, and by other appropriate
mechanisms to ensure that objectives are being achieved, and will publish the results
of such reviews.

