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Part 1 – Preliminary
1. Commencement and purpose of Rule
1.1
This Rule is made by the Senate pursuant to section 37(1) of the University of
Sydney Act 1989 for the purposes of the University of Sydney By-law 1999.
1.2
This Rule comes into force on 6 August 1999.
1.3
The purpose of this Rule is to regulate certain matters for which rules may be
made by the Senate.
2. Definitions
In this Rule, a reference to a Chapter means a reference to a Chapter of the University of
Sydney By-law 1999.

Part 2 – Standard format of Rules
3. Requirements
All Rules must specify:
3.1
by whom they are made;
3.2
that they are made pursuant to section 37(1) of the Act for the purposes of the
University of Sydney By-law 1999;
3.3
when they commence;
3.4
their purpose; and
3.5
if they are intended to replace Rules or resolutions already in existence,
3.5.1 the Rules or resolutions that they will replace; and
3.5.2 that those Rules or resolutions already in existence are taken to be repealed
by the Rules replacing them.

Part 3 – Procedures of Senate
4. Secretary
4.1
The Secretary to Senate is to act as secretary at all meetings of the Senate.
4.2
The Secretary to Senate is responsible for:
4.2.1 issuing notices for all meetings of the Senate; and
4.2.2 keeping minutes of the proceedings of Senate.
5. Time and frequency of ordinary meetings of Senate
5.1
Meetings of the Senate are normally to be held:
5.1.1 according to the following pattern:
1st Monday in February
3rd Monday in March

University of Sydney (Amendment Act) Rule 1999

5.2
5.3
5.4

2

1st Monday in May
3rd Monday in June
1st Monday in August
3rd Monday in September
1st Monday in November
1st Monday in December
or, if any of the days specified is a public holiday, on the nearest convenient day.
5.1.2 eight times in each calendar year.
Meetings of the Senate may be held at times other than those specified in Rule 5.1 if
the Senate so resolves.
Meetings of Senate may be adjourned to a convenient later time to conclude any
unfinished business.
Additional meetings of the Senate may be held on an ad hoc basis where required as
a matter of urgency or workload.

6. Special meetings of the Senate
6.1
At any time between meetings convened under Rule 5.1, either:
6.1.1 the Chancellor; or
6.1.2 in the absence of the Chancellor, the Deputy Chancellor; or
6.1.3 in the absence of the Chancellor and the Deputy Chancellor, the ViceChancellor,
may, if there is an emergency, call a special meeting of the Senate to consider any
business he or she may wish to submit, by notifying the Secretary to Senate in
writing to that effect.
6.2
If the Secretary to Senate receives a request under Rule 6.1, he or she must
convene a meeting of the Senate to be held as soon as conveniently possible.
6.3
At any time upon written request given by any 3 Fellows:
6.3.1 the Chancellor; or
6.3.2 in the absence of the Chancellor, the Deputy Chancellor; or
6.3.3 in the absence of the Chancellor and the Deputy Chancellor, the ViceChancellor; or
6.3.4 in the absence of the Chancellor, the Deputy Chancellor and the ViceChancellor, the Secretary to Senate
must convene a special meeting of the Senate, to be held as soon as conveniently
possible, and no earlier than seven days after that written request is received.
7. Notice of meetings and motions
7.1
Subject to Rule 7.2, the Secretary to Senate must give at least three days' notice of
any meeting of Senate (including any date for re-convening an adjourned meeting).
7.2
There is no minimum prescribed time for giving notice of a special meeting of Senate
under Rule 6.1.
7.3
Except for a motion moved by the Vice-Chancellor which, in the opinion of the ViceChancellor and the Chancellor is a matter of urgency, no motion initiating a subject
for discussion at a meeting of the Senate may be made unless that motion is
included in the notice of meeting given by the Secretary to Senate under Rule 7.1, or
in a notice of the previous meeting.
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8. Quorum
If there is no quorum of Senate, as prescribed by clause 8 of Schedule 1 of the Act, within 30
minutes of the hour appointed for that meeting, those Fellows present may appoint a future
time convenient to re-convene that adjourned meeting.
9. Minutes
9.1
All proceedings of Senate are to be recorded in minutes, and must be confirmed as a
true and correct record at the ordinary meeting immediately following that to which
the minutes relate.
9.2
The person presiding at the meeting at which minutes are confirmed as a true and
correct record must sign the minutes to that effect.

Part 4 – Convocation
10. Exemption from membership of Convocation
A person may be exempted from membership of Convocation upon satisfying the Senate
that he or she objects on the grounds of conscience to such membership.
11. Standing Committee of Convocation
11.1 The Standing Committee of Convocation shall consist of a President and not less
than 40 persons who are members of Convocation. No fewer than 25 per cent of the
members of the Standing Committee shall be women and no fewer than 25 per cent
shall be men.
11.2 Subject to the Act, the members of the Standing Committee shall comprise:
11.2.1.1 members elected by Convocation;
11.2.1.2 the first election of members of the Standing Committee shall be
conducted as the Senate may by resolution prescribe;
11.2.1.3 subsequent elections of members of the Standing Committee shall
be conducted in accordance with the standing orders of
Convocation for the time being. Such standing orders may provide
for voting by post and for preferential voting or for proportional
representation.
11.2.2 Five Fellows of Senate elected by and from the graduates.
11.2.3 Nine members or executives of alumni associations or chapters appointed by
the Vice-Chancellor on the recommendation of the President of the Standing
Committee and the Director of Alumni Relations as coopted members of the
Standing Committee.
11.3 The Standing Committee of Convocation may be referred to as the University of
Sydney Alumni Council.
12. Register of graduates and members of Convocation
12.1 A register of graduates of the University shall be kept by the Registrar in such
manner as the Senate shall from time to time direct.
12.2 A register of members of Convocation shall be kept by the Registrar in such manner
as the Senate shall from time to time direct and such register shall be conclusive
evidence that any person whose name shall appear thereon at the time of his or her
claiming a vote at a meeting of Convocation or for an election of Fellows of the
Senate or members of the Standing Committee is so entitled to vote.
13. Meeting procedures of Convocation
13.1 The Chancellor, or in his or her absence the Deputy Chancellor, or in the absence of
both, the Vice-Chancellor, shall in pursuance of a resolution of the Senate, or upon
the receipt of a requisition signed by at least 20 members of Convocation, summon a
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meeting of Convocation to be held at such time and place as he or she shall direct.
Such meeting shall be held accordingly within 28 days from the receipt of the
requisition. And notice of such meeting shall be given by public advertisement not
less than 14 days before the day appointed for the meeting: provided that every such
requisition shall specify the subjects which it is proposed to bring before
Convocation. If, in the opinion of the summoning officer, the subjects so specified, or
any of them, are such as ought not to be discussed in Convocation, he or she shall
refer the matter to the Senate, which shall decide whether the meeting shall be held
or not: provided that no such meeting shall be held in the month of January.
13.2 At all meetings so summoned, the Chancellor, or in his or her absence, the Deputy
Chancellor, or in the absence of both, the Vice-Chancellor, shall preside. In the
absence of the Chancellor, the Deputy Chancellor or the Vice-Chancellor, the
members of the Convocation present shall elect one of their number to preside at
that meeting.
13.3 Apart from the meetings of Convocation provided for in this Rule, Convocation shall
meet when summoned:
13.3.1 by the Standing Committee; or
13.3.2 as provided for by standing orders of Convocation.
13.4 Convocation shall hold at least 1 meeting in each year.
13.5 The presence at any meeting of one hundred members of Convocation shall be
necessary to form a quorum. And if within 30 minutes from the time of meeting there
shall be no quorum present the meeting shall lapse.
13.6 At all meetings of Convocation the Secretary to Senate or the Secretary to Senate's
nominee shall act as secretary and keep the minutes of all proceedings.
13.7 Every meeting may be adjourned by the person presiding at the meeting to such day
and hour as may be fixed by resolution.
13.8 All questions submitted to the Convocation shall be decided by a majority of
members present. The person presiding at the meeting shall have a deliberative as
well as a casting vote.
13.9 All resolutions of Convocation shall be signed by the person presiding at the meeting
and shall be laid by the Secretary to Senate before the Senate at its next meeting.
13.10 Convocation shall make standing orders providing for:
13.10.1
the constitution and election of the Standing Committee;
13.10.2
the number of ordinary meetings to be held in each year;
13.10.3
the time and place of and manner of convening meetings summoned by
the Standing Committee;
13.10.4
for the regulation of meetings so summoned and of the meetings of the
Standing Committee;
13.10.5
and for any other matters with respect to which it is empowered by the
Senate to make standing orders so far as such standing orders are not
inconsistent with the Act or any Rule.
13.11 Until standing orders are made by Convocation, the Standing Committee may make
provisional standing orders in regard to any of the above matters.
13.12 Any standing orders made by Convocation or by the Standing Committee before this
Rule commences remain in full force and effect until revoked or amended in
accordance with this Rule.
14. Powers of Convocation and of Standing Committee
14.1 Convocation shall submit for the consideration of the Senate such suggestions as it
thinks fit with respect to the affairs and concerns of the University, and the Senate
may take all such suggestions into consideration and report to Convocation its
determinations thereon.
14.2 The Standing Committee may submit for the consideration of the Senate such
suggestions as it thinks fit in respect of the affairs and concerns of the University: and
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the Senate may take all such suggestions into consideration and report to the
Standing Committee its determinations thereon.
The Standing Committee shall report to the Senate on any matters referred to it by
the Senate for report.
The Standing Committee may at any time and shall once at least in every year report
to Convocation.
Whenever the Senate proposes to make any new By-laws or to repeal or alter any
existing By-laws, it may submit the same to the Standing Committee for its
consideration. The Standing Committee shall within 28 days after such submission
report to the Senate its opinion thereon.

Part 5 – Appointment to Student Proctorial Panel
Part 5 has been repealed and replaced by a new Rule, the University of Sydney (Student
Proctorial Panel) Rule 2003.

Part 6 – Seal and Arms of the University
17. Affixing the Seal
17.1 The Seal of the University may not be affixed to any document except as authorised
by a resolution of the Senate including, without limitation, pursuant to a delegation of
authority given under section 17 of the Act.
17.2 Every document to which the Seal is affixed must be signed by:
17.2.1 the Chancellor; or
17.2.2 the Deputy Chancellor; or
17.2.3 the Vice-Chancellor;
and counter-signed by the Secretary to Senate.
18. Arms of the University
18.1 Consent to use or reproduce the Arms of the University may only be conferred by
resolution of the Senate (including, without limitation, pursuant to a delegation of
authority conferred under section 17 of the Act). No person, body or organisation
may use the Arms except in accordance with this Rule.
18.2 Notwithstanding Rule 18.1, any person, body or organisation (including any club,
society, foundation or other body established within the University) which, before this
Rule commenced, had authority to use or reproduce the Arms of the University, may
continue to do so, subject to this Rule and any terms imposed as a condition of such
use or reproduction.
19. Arms design
19.1 The Arms of the University may only be used, reproduced or represented in a design
or format approved by the Senate from time to time.
19.2 No other design or format representing the Arms of the University may be used,
except with the approval of the Senate.
19.3 Any design or format representing the Arms which:
19.3.1 exists when this Rule commences; and
19.3.2 has previously been approved by the Senate,
may continue to be used, subject to this Rule and to any terms imposed as a
condition of such use.
19.4 Any person or body to whom the Senate, before the commencement of this Rule, has
given approval to use, reproduce or otherwise deal with the Arms may continue to do
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so after this Rule commences, subject to any terms imposed as a condition of such
use, reproduction or dealing.

Part 7 – Senior Officers of the University
20. Deputy Vice-Chancellors
20.1 The Senate may appoint one or more Deputy Vice-Chancellors.
20.2 A Deputy Vice-Chancellor shall assist the Vice-Chancellor as the Vice-Chancellor
may require.
20.3 A Deputy Vice-Chancellor is, while holding office as Deputy Vice-Chancellor, a
member of the Academic Board and its committees, and of every Faculty, College
Board and Board of Studies.
21. Pro-Vice-Chancellors
21.1 The Senate may appoint one or more Pro-Vice-Chancellors.
21.2 A Pro-Vice-Chancellor shall assist the Vice-Chancellor as the Vice-Chancellor may
require.
22. University Librarian
22.1 The University Librarian shall, under the Vice-Chancellor, be responsible for the
operation and management of the University Library and shall assist the ViceChancellor on such other matters as the Vice-Chancellor may require.
22.2 The University Librarian is, while holding office as University Librarian, a member of
every Faculty, College Board and Board of Studies.
22.3 The University Librarian may nominate another member of staff of the Library to act
as a member of a Faculty, College Board or Board of Studies in the University
Librarian's place.

Part 8 – Intellectual Property
Part 8 has been repealed and replaced by a new Rule, the University of Sydney (Intellectual
Property) Rule 2002.

Part 9 – Admission to courses
Division 1: Preliminary
36. Interpretation
In this Part, unless the contrary intention appears:
36.1 course is a program of studies at undergraduate or postgraduate degree, diploma or
certificate level unless specified otherwise;
36.2 Dean of a Faculty or Dean includes a College Principal or Director, the Dean of the
Australian Graduate School of Management Ltd or a Chair of a Board of Studies;
36.3 Faculty includes a College Board, Board of Studies or the Australian Graduate
School of Management Ltd;
36.4 a unit of study or a unit is a stand-alone component of a course.
36.5 student includes a person registered in a unit of study or course conducted by the
University who is not admitted to candidature in an award course of the University.
37. General requirements
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Candidates for any of the degrees, diplomas or certificates awarded by the University
shall satisfy such requirements for admission to candidature, and at such minimum
standards, as may be prescribed from time to time by the Academic Board.
The Dean of a Faculty is responsible for the admission of candidates to courses
within that Faculty subject to the policies of the Senate and the Academic Board and
the authority of the Vice-Chancellor.
The Dean of a Faculty may permit any person to enrol as a non-award student in a
specified unit of study within that Faculty.
The Academic Board is responsible for the recognition of institutions, programs and
courses under this rule.

38. Quotas
38.1 Admission to courses at the University will be determined by the standard achieved
by applicants in the relevant entry qualification, including any additional specified
selection criteria, in the light of:
38.1.1 the number of places available in a course or unit of study (quotas); and
38.1.2 the number of applicants competing for places.
38.2 The Registrar may determine quotas for commencing students in courses, in units of
study and in special categories of admission on the basis of such measures of merit
and upon such notice as the Registrar may think proper.
38.3 The Registrar may, on the advice of a dean, determine quotas in particular units of
study for continuing students.
38.4 The University may decline to admit to any course or unit of study any applicant for
whom appropriate and satisfactory provision cannot be made.
Division 2: Fees and other charges
39. Requirements
39.1 Except as provided in Rule 39.2, an applicant for admission to a course or unit of
study offered by the University, or an enrolled student:
39.1.1 shall pay such fees and other charges as the Senate, on the advice of the
Finance Committee, may determine from time to time;
39.1.2 shall pay those fees and other charges at such times as the Senate may
determine from time to time; and
39.1.3 shall not attend any lecture, tutorial, class or other form of tuition or any
examination, nor undertake any supervised study or investigation if the fees
and other charges referred to above have not been duly paid.
39.2 The Vice-Chancellor or the Vice-Chancellor's nominee, may, by an authority given in
writing to an applicant for admission to a course or unit of study offered by the
University, or to an enrolled student:
39.2.1 exempt that applicant or student from payment of, or permit deferment of,
such of the fees and other charges referred to in Rule 39.1.1 as may be
specified in the authority; and
39.2.2 permit that applicant or enrolled student to attend such lectures, tutorials,
classes and other forms of tuition or such examinations, or to undertake such
supervised study or investigation, as may be specified in the authority.
39.2.3 Except with the permission of the Vice-Chancellor or the Vice-Chancellor's
nominee, a person who has received an authority to defer any of the fees and
charges set out in Rule 39.1.1 shall not be awarded a degree, diploma or
certificate of the University until those deferred fees and charges have been
duly paid.
Division 3: – Eligibility for admission to undergraduate courses for local applicants
40. Secondary and tertiary studies and other qualifications
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Applicants shall become eligible for consideration for admission to candidature for the
undergraduate courses of the University if they complete secondary or tertiary studies or
other qualifications as set out below at the minimum standard required for admission.
41. Secondary studies
41.1 Applicants shall become eligible for consideration for admission to candidature if they
successfully complete:
41.1.1 a program of study at the NSW Higher School Certificate examination (HSC)
leading to the calculation of a Universities Admission Index (UAI) [Tertiary
Education Rank (TER) prior to the 1998 HSC] in accordance with procedures
prescribed from time to time by the New South Wales Vice-Chancellor's
Conference; or
41.1.2 a state or territory school-leaving examination equivalent to the HSC; or
41.1.3 any other school-leaving examination, within or outside Australia, provided
that the applicant demonstrates learning outcomes at a standard considered
to be equivalent to the program and the standard required of candidates for
the HSC.
41.2 The University will accept conversion of interstate or overseas school-leaving results
according to procedures agreed to from time to time by the Academic Board.
41.3 The Academic Board is responsible for approval of additional procedures relating to
the UAI or TER used as a basis for admission.
42. Tertiary studies
42.1 Applicants shall become eligible for consideration for admission to candidature if they
successfully complete the equivalent of at least two full-time semesters of approved
tertiary study.
42.2 Except where specifically provided otherwise in the resolutions of the course(s)
concerned, consideration shall normally be given to either the applicant’s record of
tertiary studies or their record of both tertiary and secondary studies, with the better
of either record being used to determine their eligibility for admission. Where the
applicant does not have recognised secondary qualifications, only the tertiary record
will be considered.
43. Other qualifications
43.1 Applicants shall become eligible for consideration for admission to candidature if they
successfully complete:
43.1.1 an approved University preparation program which was commenced as an
international student; or
43.1.2 another preparatory course provided that the program of study and standard
of the examination are considered to be equivalent to the program and
standard required of candidates for the HSC; or
43.1.3 another approved form of prior learning.
43.2 The Academic Board is responsible for the approval of preparatory programs of study
or prior learning referred to in this Rule 43.1.
Division 4: Special admission to undergraduate courses for local applicants
44. Mature-age applicants
44.1 Applicants shall become eligible for consideration for admission to candidature under
the Mature-age Entry Scheme if they will be at least 21 years of age on 1 March in
the year of admission; and
44.1.1 do not have a competitive UAI or TER or equivalent;
44.1.2 have not completed a minimum of the equivalent of two full-time semesters of
a relevant Associate Diploma, Diploma, Bachelor's degree or higher
qualification at a recognised tertiary institution; and
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44.1.3 have completed an approved university preparation course or other course of
study or possess appropriate prior learning and/or experience in accordance
with criteria determined by the Admissions Committee of the Academic
Board.
45. Educationally disadvantaged applicants
45.1 Applicants shall become eligible for consideration for admission to candidature if
they, in the opinion of the Admissions Committee of the Academic Board, have been
educationally disadvantaged and satisfy the requirements for consideration under
either:
45.1.1 the Broadway Scheme; or
45.1.2 the Educational Disadvantage Admission Scheme; or
45.1.3 the Conditional Early Offers Scheme.
46. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander applicants
Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander persons shall become eligible for consideration for
admission to candidature if they satisfy the requirements for admission under the Cadigal
Scheme.
47. Admission on basis of earlier qualifications
A person who has satisfied the University's requirements for admission under earlier by-laws
or resolutions of the Senate or Academic Board previously in force may be admitted under
these resolutions provided the minimum standard required for admission as converted at the
time of application is met.
48. Approval of schemes
The Academic Board is responsible for the approval of the schemes referred to in this
Division.
Division 5: Eligibility for admission to undergraduate courses for international
applicants
49. Selection criteria
49.1 Applicants shall become eligible for consideration for admission to candidature for
the undergraduate courses of the University if they successfully complete one or
more of the secondary and tertiary studies or other qualifications as set out in
Division 3 of this Part.
49.2 Subject to confirmation by the Admissions Committee of the Academic Board, the
Dean of each Faculty shall set academic selection criteria for each course that
should ensure that those admitted as international students will have a reasonable
likelihood of success.
50. Immigration status
Applicants who are not Australian citizens or permanent residents must hold an appropriate
immigration authority enabling them to undertake courses of study in Australia.
Division 6: Additional selection criteria, entry requirement prerequisites and assumed
knowledge for local and international students
51. General
Applicants shall become eligible for consideration for admission to candidature to particular
courses if they satisfy such other selection criteria as may be prescribed by the Academic
Board.
52. Additional entry requirements
Additional entry requirements may be prescribed. These are additional selection criteria that
must be satisfied before applicants are admitted to candidature for particular courses.
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53. Prerequisites
53.1 For enrolment in some units of study, applicants must successfully complete
specified subjects in the HSC or equivalent or an audition. These are called
prerequisites.
53.2 Prerequisites apply to some foreign languages, where first year units of study are
given at a number of different levels. A prescribed level of knowledge may be
necessary before a student is admitted to the higher level units of study.
54. Assumed knowledge
54.1 For some first year units of study, students are assumed to have reached a certain
level of knowledge, expressed in terms of programs studied and performance
achieved at the HSC or equivalent.
54.2 Students who have not reached the level of knowledge assumed may enrol in any
unit of study as part of a course for which they have received an offer of a place, but
before enrolling they should undertake any supplementary work recommended.
Information on the supplementary work is available from the relevant department.
54.3 Students who proceed with the units of study for which they have not previously
reached the specified level of assumed knowledge place themselves at considerable
disadvantage.
55. English language requirements
55.1 Students are required to meet the University's English language requirements, as
determined by the Academic Board, as a condition of admission.
55.2 The Academic Board is responsible for approval of changes to program
requirements.
Division 7: Deferred enrolment by commencing undergraduate applicants
56.
Conditions of deferment
56.1 Persons offered a place in an undergraduate award course of the University on the
basis of secondary studies completed in the preceding year may be permitted to
defer acceptance of that place for a maximum period of one year (unless otherwise
approved by the dean of the relevant faculty to a maximum of 2 years), provided that:
56.1.1 they are not undertaking another tertiary course, unless that course has a
direct bearing on the deferred course;
56.1.2 persons offered a place in an undergraduate award course at the Sydney
Conservatorium of Music undertake a further satisfactory audition prior to
enrolment;
56.1.3 the offer has not lapsed or been withdrawn by the University due to the
person’s actions prior or subsequent to the offer being made.
56.2 No other person (including those offered a place under tertiary or other criteria, and
those offered a place on the basis of secondary studies completed other than in the
preceding year) will be permitted to defer commencement of studies, except due to
extreme and unforeseen circumstances.
Division 8: Granting credit
57. Credit for previous study or recognised prior learning
57.1 A candidate may be granted credit towards the requirements of a course on the basis
of previous study or recognised prior learning. Credit will be granted in accordance
with Academic Board policy and the specific resolutions for the course concerned.
Candidates granted credit are also described as having been admitted with advanced
standing.
57.2 Generally, credit will not be granted for units of study completed more than 10 years
before admission to candidature for the course concerned.
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When granting credit for units of study, faculties may impose requirements with
respect to progression to more advanced units within a particular course and with
respect to the time limits for completion of the course.
A candidate seeking credit for units of study completed towards an uncompleted
course should indicate that he or she has abandoned credit in respect of that course.
A graduate may be granted a limited amount of credit in respect of a completed
course. Except where provided otherwise in the specific resolutions for the course
concerned, a graduate who is admitted to candidature for a degree of bachelor with
credit for completed units of study shall attend units of study for the equivalent of at
least two full-time years in that course, unless additional credit from an uncompleted
course or courses has also been granted.

58. Credit for units of study after exclusion from another institution
A student who has been admitted to candidature for a course at the University of Sydney
after having been excluded, or having been asked to show good cause why he or she
should not be excluded, from another tertiary institution, should not be automatically granted
credit for units of study completed at the other institution. Such a student may, however, at
the discretion of the faculty concerned, be granted credit for or exemption from or in
particular units of study on the grounds of the work completed at the other institution.
Division 9: Concurrent enrolment
59. Approval must be sought
59.1 A candidate for a course at the University of Sydney must seek approval from the
Deans of the Faculties concerned before enrolling in a further concurrent course or
courses at any level, other than approved combined degree programs.
59.2 A candidate enrolled in more than one course (other than approved combined degree
programs) may not count any particular unit of study towards meeting the
requirements of more than one of those courses, other than satisfying prerequisite,
corequisite and qualifying requirements.
Division 10: Admission to candidature for postgraduate courses
Division 11: Conditions of postgraduate study
Part 9, Divisions 10 and 11 have been repealed and replaced by a new Rule, the University
of Sydney (Higher Degree by Research) Rule 2011.
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