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1. 0 Preamble
The University of Sydney is Australia's oldest university. It is recognised both nationally and
internationally, not only for its excellence in teaching and research , but also for the character
of its buildings, the nature of its geography and the wealth of its contribution to the heritage
of New South Wales through its many museums, collections and other items of cultural and
historical significance.
The University is conscious of its wide-ranging obligations in relation to its heritage: to those
who founded the University, to its students and staff, past and present, to all of those involved
in its development, to the generous benefactors who have supported it, and to the general
public. The University wishes to ensure that its heritage infrastructure is properly identified
and recognised and that, through its preservation, the academic richness and diversity of the
University and its fundamental mission of teaching and research are showcased and
promoted. Such recognition is an important aspect of the University's contribution to the
cultural enrichment of the community of which it is a part.
2.0 Recording and Assessment of University Heritage
Heritage significance is a phrase used to describe an item's value in heritage terms. Heritage
assessment is a process of identifying heritage items and assessing their relative levels of
significance. The four criteria used in heritage assessment by the Heritage Office of NSW are:
•
•
•
•

Historic
Aesthetic
Social
Technical/research potential

In addition there are two criteria used for assessing the degree of significance of items:
•
•

Rarity
Representativeness

There are also additional levels of significance applied to items. These may be local, regional,
state, national and worldwide.
Ideas about heritage change and so heritage significance may not remain static.
The University is legally obliged to prepare a register of the heritage items that it owns or
controls. This is a requirement of Section 170 of the Heritage Act 1977. The University has,

however, already recognised the benefits that accrue from a comprehensive inventory of such
items and is proceeding to complete an exercise that has been on-going for many decades.
Heritage items are easily jeopardised by ill-considered, short term decisions made by a user or
occupier. All members of the University community, therefore, must understand their
obligations in conserving and managing heritage items so that best use can be made of them
and unsympathetic development or treatment avoided.
Beginning with the extensive registration that already exists of its stock of buildings, places
and vistas, and the formal registers of its major museums and art collection, the University
has committed itself to the completion of the registration process and the establishment of
policies and procedures that will guarantee the effective control, conservation and
management of all heritage items.
3.0 Heritage Management Committee
To ensure the continuity of this process and to acknowledge its importance, the University has
established a Heritage Management Committee which is charged with advising the ViceChancellor on the management of heritage issues in the University. This includes both its
social and legal obligations. The Committee membership is drawn from the University's
academic and general staff. It includes members with expertise in museum management,
architecture, the built environment, history and archival practice.
Among the Committee's particular responsibilities are:
•
•
•

the preparation of a Heritage Management Policy and its implementation
the establishment of a network of working groups which will report to it in
relation to particular heritage or conservation issues
the development of the University's Heritage and Conservation Register, an
obligation which the University has under the Act.

The Committee is also responsible for the development and implementation of policies
relating, but not restricted to, its museums and collections (including its art collection),
memorabilia, building conservation, archives, and disaster preparedness and recovery
planning. In the pursuit of these activities, the Committee will draw on the many sources of
expertise that are available to it from within the University community and from its alumni,
and it will encourage an active exchange of ideas and advice with all staff members and
students to achieve a concerted approach to the preservation of heritage.
4.0 The Heritage Register
Section 170 of the Heritage Act 1977 establishes the requirement for the University to have a
"heritage and conservation register". This implies that the University will:
•
•
•

Assess the heritage significance of each asset, individually and collectively
Study the heritage for which it is responsible
List all heritage assets that it owns or manages.

This register will list the heritage items identified and will indicate their significance, either
individually or collectively. It will detail all items that are protected by conservation orders or
which warrant such protection.
The University's Heritage Register will include, but is not limited to, the following
components:
•
•

Museums and Collections, including Art Collections
Archives and Rare Books

•
•
•

Individual Items of Heritage Importance, including Furniture, Machinery,
Clocks and Musical Instruments
Places, Buildings and Other Built Structures
Streetscapes, Landscapes, Gardens and Trees.

The Section 170 register is designed to be a tool which not only identifies heritage assets, but
also helps the University to manage those assets by providing the information needed to
support decisions made by those determining the use, management, funding and disposal of
assets. To facilitate this, each component of the University's Register will incorporate a set of
procedures to be undertaken when work on an item (including maintenance, alteration, reuse
and disposal) is proposed.
The Register will enable the University to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

establish the heritage significance of the items it contains
identify items subject to a conservation instrument or other heritage controls
establish suitable levels of management
develop maintenance programs and other item management strategies (for
example, funding)
identify specific categories of building types and materials that require
specialised maintenance programs (for example, stonework, slate roofs)
assess proposals for alteration or adaptive re-use so as to ensure they have a
minimal impact on heritage significance
decide when further information may be required (for example, a conservation
management plan, or other information to accompany a development
application)
establish funding and management priorities
reduce the risk of community or local authority opposition and associated delays
and costs by demonstrating that heritage issues have been considered.

5.0 Cultural and Public Relations Value
The University is aware that there is considerable community interest in its heritage and
considerable promotional value in its heritage assets. The Register will assist in promoting the
University and in raising its profile in the wider community through activities which focus on
cultural heritage matters. It will contribute to the cultural richness of the community, a
traditional role for the University, and will assist in promoting the University to prospective
students, local and international, as a place of cultural and academic richness and diversity.
6.0 Action Summary
The University is committed to the identification, documentation and conservation of its
heritage items. It has established a program for the development of conservation management
plans for its buildings and sites. It is actively pursuing the completion of the Section 170
Register, is conscious of the need for heritage maintenance strategies, and has committed
itself to responsible practice in dealing with all heritage matters.
Policies on the recognition and management of museums and collections, the identification of
items of memorabilia, and the maintenance of buildings and moveable artefacts have been
developed and are being implemented.
7.0 Related Legislation
The following is a list of legislation that, with the Heritage Act 1977, governs heritage in
Australia and the State of New South Wales:
Commonwealth
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Heritage Protection Act 1984

Protection of Movable Cultural Heritage Act 1986
NSW
Heritage Amendment Act 1998
National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 (could apply to university properties)
State Records Act 1998

