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Pre-registration nursing degrees
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Part 1: Preliminary
1.1

Commencement
These provisions commence on the 1st September 2012. They replace all
previous Sydney Nursing School provisions relating to clinical simulation
laboratories and professional experience placement.

1.2

Purpose
The purpose of these provisions is to:
1.2.1 set out a standard provision for students in preparation for both clinical
simulation laboratories and professional experience placement
1.2.2 identify individual responsibilities for students prior to and during clinical
placement
1.2.3 prescribe a transparent set of provisions for handling clinical matters
related to student attendance and performance.

1.3

Application
These provisions apply to all pre-registration students.

Part 2: Dictionary
2.1

Interpretation
2.1.1These provisions should be read in conjunction with the current Sydney
Nursing School handbook
2.1.2These provisions are to be read and interpreted in accordance with the
School’s off campus professional experience placement guide.

2.3

Definitions
In this document:
associate dean means the Associate Dean (Learning and Teaching)
within Sydney Nursing School;
assessment means the evaluation of a student’s performance;
professional experience placement refers to the observation of and,
where appropriate, participation in patient care by students at the
premises of health services agencies;
clinical performance assessment clinical performance assessments
are conducted as components of particular clinical units of study;
clinical failure a student is deemed to have a clinical failure if they fail
to satisfy requirements for the clinical performance assessment or
professional experience component of a unit of study;
dean means the Dean of Sydney Nursing School;
school means Sydney Nursing School, University of Sydney, unless
otherwise specified;
student means a person enrolled as a candidate for a course;
unit of study means a stand-alone component of the course.
Director means the Director (Pre-registration Programs) within Sydney
Nursing School
Unit of Study Co-ordinator means the academic responsible for the
co-ordination of the unit of study in which the clinical placement is a
compulsory component
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Clinical Education Academic means a senior nurse academic
responsible for the quality of professional experiences/ clinical
placements for pre-registration students and management of clinical
facilitation and supervision
Clinical Facilitator The role of the clinical facilitator is to help the
student in the transfer of theory into practice, to monitor and
communicate with clinical and academic staff about a student’s
progress, and to liaise with and provide support for clinical site staff.

PART 3: Attendance
3.1

Clinical simulation laboratory sessions
3.1.2 Clinical simulation laboratory sessions form an essential part of the
clinical component of both the Bachelor of Nursing (Advanced Studies)
and the Master of Nursing pre-registration curriculum approved by the
Australian Nursing and Midwifery Accreditation Council (ANMAC).
3.1.2 Students are required to attend and participate in each of the clinical
simulation sessions and are required to register their attendance at the
commencement and completion of each session.
3.1.3 Students who are absent for part or all of a clinical simulation session
are required to notify the unit of study coordinator within the week of the
missed session to arrange suitable make-up.
3.1.5 In the case of prolonged illness or misadventure, subject to meeting the
requirements of the resolutions relating to special consideration,
students may book independent practice sessions on return from their
absence as part of a learning contract . Students may need to
demonstrate skills at a satisfactory level in order to progress in the
degree.
3.1.6 These sessions must take place prior to the student’s professional
experience placement and should be arranged with the unit of study
coordinator.
3.1.7 Failure to attend all clinical simulation sessions or to make
arrangements with the unit of study coordinator will result in the student
not being allowed to attend professional experience placements in
health service agencies and an absent fail grade being awarded.
3.1.8 A maximum of two make up clinical simulation sessions will be
permitted each semester.

3.2

Professional experience placement
3.2.1 Placements may include community settings, people’s homes,
hospitals, nursing homes and rural locations. Placement sites are
selected in consultation with faculty academic staff based on the
learning outcomes for the associated unit of study. Full attendance at
all professional experience placements is compulsory.
3.2.2 Unsubstantiated absences from professional experience placements
will result in a fail grade, and this may affect degree progression.
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3.2.3 Students are allocated places based on the available placement sites
and their semester address. Commuting times for placements may
exceed two hours each way. Students are responsible for all costs for
transport to and from their allocated placement, or any associated
accommodation costs.
3.2.6 If a student is unable to attend a professional experience placement for
any reason they must:
3.2.6.1 contact their ward placement and notify their clinical facilitator;
3.2.6.2 contact the School’s clinical office with the reason for nonattendance; and
3.2.6.3 follow the guidelines set out in the University of Sydney
Assessment Policy relating to special consideration requests.
3.2.7 Hospitals and health care agencies may not accept students for
professional experience placement who are more than 33 weeks
pregnant. Students in this situation are required to contact the School’s
Clinical Placement Services.
3.2.8 Students must firstly complete the professional experience placement
allocated to units of study that are a prerequisite to other clinical units
(as indicated in the School’s Handbook).
3.3

Changing a scheduled professional experience placement
3.3.1 Students are required to be available for professional experience
placement throughout the specified clinical period as designated by the
semester and vacation dates published annually on the School’s
Calendar.
3.3.2 In normal circumstances variation of scheduled professional experience
will not be possible.
3.3.3 Requests for special arrangements, such as the modification of
placement dates and sites, need to be applied for in writing prior to the
HECS census date or 7 weeks prior to the placement (whichever date
occurs first).
3.3.4 The reason for the request must be clearly stated and applications
submitted with supporting documentation.
3.3.5 The Director, or delegated authority, will decide if requests for special
arrangements are able to be accommodated within the academic
program and the capacity of the placement system.

3.4

Preparation for professional experience placement
3.4.1 All students are to be aware of the Ministry of Health requirements and
the documentation required. Students must meet these requirements
prior to the HECS census date for semester one. Their compliance
must also be approved by the Ministry of Health at their scheduled
compliance checking day. Failure to meet compliance may affect
degree progression. Students must keep their documentation up to
date in order to maintain compliance throughout their degree.
3.4.2 Meet requirements, as specified by other health sites including NGOs,
General Practitioners and Private sites, in order to undertake
placement.
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3.4.3 Students need to be aware that the Ministry of Health has the right to
refuse placements to students who are not able to supply appropriate
documentation.
3.4.4 Students need to be aware that Ministry of Health may change their
documentation requirements at any time.
3.4.5 The School expects that all students will be aware of their own
infectious diseases status, and, if necessary undergo appropriate
immunisations.
3.4.6 There are small risks to susceptible patients from actively infected
students. Students are to notify the School’s Clinical Education
Academic should they have an infectious disease.
3.4.7 Students must inform the Clinical Education Academic if their health is
impaired to such a degree that there may be a risk of harm to their
health or risk of harm to the public if they undertake professional
experience placement. As a consequence, students may not be able to
undertake clinical placements.
3.4.8 The School is required under national law to notify the Australian
Health Practitioner Regulation Agency (AHPRA) of students whose
health is impaired to such a degree that there may be substantiated risk
of harm to the public
3.4.9 Students undertaking Professional Experience Placements in NSW
must be familiar with the content of the NSW Health Privacy
Management Plan and comply with the Health Records and Information
Privacy Act NSW (2002)
3.5

Length of clinical day
3.5.1 The clinical day can include morning, evening or night shifts, Monday to
Friday, depending on the experience being undertaken and the clinical
setting. Rosters are set by the placement site and must be followed by
students in order to satisfactorily complete the placement.
3.5.3 The length of the clinical day may vary. Details will be provided to the
students as necessary.
3.5.5 The number of days of attendance during the clinical week for each
professional experience placement may vary.

3.6

Length of professional experience placement
3.6.1 The following periods of professional experience placement will be
undertaken:
3.6.1.1 Bachelor of Nursing (Advanced Studies) – Total of 920 hours
3.6.1.2 Master of Nursing – Total of 904, Combined Degrees – Total of
944
3.6.2 Part time students will undertake professional experience placements
during the same periods as full time students. Placements are usually
full time weeks (5 days).
3.6.3 Students are strongly advised not to organize paid employment,
overseas trips, or any other extraneous activities until they have an
allocated place.
3.6.4 Students who fail to do so may not be able to have their requests for
special arrangements to vary placement granted.
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3.7

Supplementary placement policy
3.7.1 The School plans to manage placements in an efficient and
academically fair manner. Professional experience placements will be
organized for particular weeks during the calendar year, some of which
may be outside the semester periods.
3.7.2 Students are advised to ensure that they are free from other
commitments at those times.
3.7.3 Students absent for any part of the clinical hours or weeks due to
illness or misadventure must ensure to promptly communicate with
the Clinical Facilitator and the relevant Nurse Unit Manager.
Contact with them and informing them of your absence is essential
for academic progression within the unit of study and is also an
Occupational Health and Safety insurance requirement. If you are
absent from off-campus clinical placement (for any reason) - you
must submit a Special Consideration Form to Sydney Nursing
School within five (5) working days. If your application for special
consideration is approved, you will be granted a supplementary
clinical placement. Your clinical unit of study results will not be
finalised (i.e. will remain incomplete) until you satisfactorily pass
and complete your supplementary off-campus clinical placement.
Supplementary is organised as week (5 days) blocks of time.
3.7.6 An application for Special Consideration for supplementary professional
experience placement does not guarantee:
3.7.6.1 a position in a supplementary professional experience
placement; or
3.7.6.2 a position during the next appropriate professional experience
placement period.
3.7.7 Generally there will be a limited number of places available to students
requiring supplementary in any given semester.
3.7.9 Applications will be reviewed by the Associate Dean (Learning and
Teaching), or delegated authority, and students will be notified of the
decision.
3.7.10 Students who are not granted a supplementary placement by the
Associate Dean (Teaching and Learning), or delegated authority, will
be deemed to have failed the unit of study.

3.8

Students who have not satisfactorily completed unit specific professional
experience within eight months of completion of the theoretical component of
the associated unit of study will be deemed to have failed that unit of study.

3.9

A student who has not participated in a professional experience placement
within the previous two years is required to undertake an additional two weeks
of closely supervised professional experience placement before participating
in any unit specific placement. The student must disclose this gap to the
Clinical Education Academic and meet with them and their year advisor to
formulate a plan for clinical placement
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3.10 Transport to professional experience placements
3.10.1 It is the student’s responsibility to arrive at the designated professional
experience placement on time.
3.11 Dress code for professional experience
3.11.1 Students may be excluded from professional experience placement if
they have not adhered to the prescribed dress code.
3.12

Incidents involving injury, illness, or incident to students
3.12.1 Students who injure themselves whilst on professional experience
placement, including,but not exclusively, needle stick injury, manual
handling injury, patient assault, contamination and falls must:
3.12.1.1 immediately notify their Facilitator;
3.12.1.2 follow site/hospital protocol in terms of further treatment and
documentation requirements;
3.12.1.3 forward a completed copy of the site/hospital incident form to
the Clinical Education Academic as soon as possible and
within 24 hours of the incident.

Part 4: Student Performance
4.1

Exclusion from professional experience placement
4.1.2 A meeting of the Professional Standards Subcommittee will be
convened in circumstances where a student, while undertaking a field
experience or professional experience nursing placement is:
4.1.2.1 excluded by either University or agency staff from a clinical
setting; and/or,
4.1.2.2 the subject of an adverse report in writing related to specific
incident(s) which, in the opinion of the reporting registered
nurse, are sufficiently serious to cast doubt on the student’s
potential to perform safely as a beginning practitioner in clinical
nursing; and,
4.1.2.3 the student will be required to appear before the Professional
Standards Subcommittee and will be given the opportunity to
seek advice from either SRC or SUPRA as part of this process.

4.2

Clinical experience placement failure
4.2.1 A student who fails to achieve a passing grade in the unit specific
professional experience placement assessment will be deemed to have
failed the unit of study
4.2.2 A student who is deemed to be unsatisfactory at any time during a
professional experience placement may have that placement
terminated, be failed in that unit of study and may be required to attend
a Professional Standards Subcommittee hearing. The subcommittee
may:
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4.2.2.1 require the student to undertake units of study of clinical
practice or other requirements in addition to the minimum credit
point value for the degree; and/or
4.2.2.2 ask the candidate to show good cause as to why they should be
allowed to continue the degree.
4.2.3 A candidate whose behaviour, performance or character may be
considered to be incompatible with the safe and professional practice of
nurses and midwives, or commits any serious breach of the ethical
requirements required for the professional practice of nursing, or is
convicted of an indictable offence, may be required to attend a
Professional Standards Subcommittee hearing. The student will be
given the opportunity to seek advice from SRC or SUPRA as part of
this process. The subcommittee may:
4.2.3.1 judge the student to be awarded a fail grade in that unit of
study;
4.2.3.2 require the student to undertake units of study of professional
experience practice or other requirements in addition to the
minimum credit point value for the degree; and/or
4.2.3.3 ask the candidate to show good cause as to why they should be
allowed to continue the degree.
4.2.4 There will be no remarking of clinical assessment.

Part 5: Maintenance of Student Registration
5.1
Preregistration students must maintain student registration with the
National Nurses and Midwives Board of Australia as outlined in the Health
Practitioner Regulation National Law.
5.2
A student who has conditions imposed on their registration as a student
under this Law may be unable to make satisfactory progress in the award
course and may be required to attend a Professional Standards SubCommittee hearing.
5.3
A student who has their student registration removed will be unable to
make satisfactory progress in the award course and may be required to
discontinue their enrolment in the award course.
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