FACULTY OF

FACULTY OF EDUCATION AND SOCIAL WORK –
RESEARCH PROGRAMS GRANTS PROVISIONS

RESEARCH PROGRAMS GRANTS – 2014-2015

Overview
Research Program Funding aims to develop focused programs around significant research problems by
providing support for good ideas that require more than the small amount of personal funding available through
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other Faculty funding processes .
Through the scheme, the Office of Research hopes to foster leadership and follow-through on issues of
theoretical, disciplinary and public significance. Applications for National Competitive Grant Programs (eg. ARC)
are expected to result from this Faculty Program Funding. As with ARC programs, the significance of the ideas
proposed for the Faculty grant need to be convincing but also ambitious.
A ‘research program’ is an umbrella term under which a group of linked studies, activities or projects would
inform a theme in distinct yet iterative or complementary ways. Funded Programs would be focused on a
significant problem or research theme involving a small team of researchers (min. 2, up to 5) which might include
any of the following sets of activities:
o pilot projects (but not an initial literature review) that will typically comprise data collection,
methodological development/refinement, instrument/schedule development, and data analysis
o project development workshops aimed at progressing a larger project with an external funding
agency
o submission/dissemination of results from any pilot project (or workshop) via peer reviewed (or
similar) outlet
o working papers or industry briefings to attract stakeholder interest and external support
o limited targeted conference travel can also be included in such programs of research where a
peer reviewed paper on the research was assured as an outcome, or travel where a workshop
with colleagues and funding agencies was a core activity.
o Submission of major external research/project funding application.
Another way of conceiving of a research program would be to approach it like book project, where a set of
chapters might be researched concurrently under a larger thematic/conceptual title. In the case of program
funding, it would involve concurrent activities that lead to outputs that are ends in themselves (eg. articles,
chapters); as a demonstration of sustainability and significance, the program would still lead to submission of an
application for larger external funding.
A specific project management plan developed by successful applicants with Research Office support will be
negotiated.

Please note the following are designed to minimise discretion and ambiguity in assessing applications.
They are not intended to deter applicants.

Objectives of the Program Scheme
The objectives of the Scheme are to:
• Provide funding for progressing ‘cutting edge’ ideas that will lead to larger external research/project funding
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i.e – Linkage seed grants; RRIS;
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•
•
•
•

Facilitate and foster collaborative research planning and development
Mentoring among research teams
Foster strategic partnerships with academic and/or non-academic sectors
Provide a basis for well-developed National Competitive Research Grant applications

Timetable
•
•
•
•

First call for applications in April 2014.
Deadline: Friday 20 June 2014. Late applications will not be accepted.
Funding announced early July; program commencement - immediate.
Funding would be available for 18 months with external funding to extend the program expected thereafter.
Funding of $7,000 is available for the first 6 months, with an additional $14,000 available if satisfactory
progress has been made in the initial 6 months.

Eligibility
General Conditions
• All applications must be made on the appropriate application form and must include all the documentation
requested by the closing date. As these are competitive grants assessed by a panel including external
reviewers, lack of clarity or completeness in documentation may rule an application ineligible. A signed hard
copy of the application as well as a soft copy is required. The hard copy should be forwarded to: Jane
Harvey, Rm 338.
The electronic (soft) copy should be forwarded by 20 June to:
jane.harvey@sydney.edu.au
•
•
•

Lead Faculty applicants must be continuing, salaried members of academic staff.
All applications must address the selection criteria on the application form.
Applications for projects/programs already in receipt of funding will not be accepted. Activities/research that
is funded at the time of application or at the time of outcome announcement can form part of a program of
research but cannot request or receive funds for those same activities.

Specific Conditions
In addition to the general conditions, the following specific conditions apply:
•
•
•
•

The research program must commence no later than August, 2014.
Applications for small stand-alone projects/activities will not be accepted (a ‘program’ of projects/activities is
to be pursued and developed).
Applications should include at least 50% of staff from Level A, B, or C as named investigators (rounded up).
In the event of non-compliance with this rule, a specific claim as to how the research will be carried out and
reasons why such collaboration is not possible/desirable must be appended.
Programs with a sole CI are discouraged. Any such applicant must append a specific claim as to how the
research will be carried out and valid reasons why collaboration is not possible/desirable.

Budget requirements
• Projects within the program can have the support of a partner organisation and this support may be financial
or ‘in kind’ funding.
• Proposals involving CIs outside the Faculty or University are acceptable. Funding cannot be transferred to
another institution.
• Each proposal must make clear any Faculty resources/infrastructure that are required, e.g. space, I.T and
administrative support beyond the cash budget.
• Teaching release cannot be requested.
• Conference funding is limited to a maximum of 10% of the total of the grant awarded.
• Grant recipients are required to provide a report on the project (early 2015) and a brief final report at the end
of the project.
2

RESEARCH PROGAMS GRANTS

SELECTION CRITERIA
Research Program Funding is designed to explore a significant issue or theoretical problem relevant to the
Faculty’s broad concerns around social justice and educational opportunity; innovative teaching and learning;
welfare; community engagement; Indigenous rights; gender, and; the nexus between theory, policy and practice.
The following selection criteria will apply. They must be addressed explicitly in the application:
1. The proposal addresses a significant problem or issue (Aims, Approach).
2. The proposal gives clear evidence of need, based on a succinct account of recent research into the field
of inquiry and other evidence. (Background & Significance)
3. Achievable in terms of timeframe, scale, and budget. (Feasibility of Approach)
4. Composition, relevance and expertise of team, relative to opportunity
Each of the four selection criteria is assessed according to the following weighting:
Criteria 1 – 25%
Criteria 2 – 25%
Criteria 3 – 25%
Criteria 4 – 25%
The selection committee will be drawn via the FRC and chaired by the Associate Dean, Research to assess
applications. An evaluator from another Faculty may be part of the selection committee.
Limited Feedback would be provided to unsuccessful applicants to assist with development of program ideas for
future rounds. Advice on preparation can be sought through the Faculty Office of Research.

Approved

…………………………………………… Date: 8 April 2014
A/Professor Fran Waugh
Acting Dean, Education and Social Work
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