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SCHOOL OF MOLECULAR BIOSCIENCE


Standard Operating Procedures with Cryogenics, Dry Ice and -80°C Freezers

Ventilation and personal protective equipment requirements:


Fume cupboard



Gloves




Biosafety cabinet



Safety glasses

Cytotoxic cabinet



Full face shield for liquids

General ventilation



Laboratory coat/gown


Forced ventilation if appropriate

Equipment involved:

· Dewar flasks, dry ice and -80°C freezers.

Procedures:

· Various

Safety precautions:

· Ensure Dewars are empty and clean before addition of cryogenics. 
· Do not travel in lifts with cryogenics or dry ice. 
· Ensure adequate ventilation; do not store or use cryogenics in confined spaces or rooms with doors closed. 
· Handle cryogenics and dry ice wearing appropriate gloves which should always be used when adding/removing items from -80°C freezers. 
· Full face shield to be worn when dispensing cryogenics.

· When transporting cryogenics or dry ice between floors, use the stairs or else transport them in lift 2, with the ‘Do Not Enter’ sign across the doorway, with you using the stairs.

