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Aims of the Project

e Toraddresse ectively the current Faculty of
Science Teaching and Learning Plan:

— Objective 4 - ‘Offer students access to many
flexible learning techniques, especially on-line
resources;

- Objective 5 —'Foster the practice of good
teaching within the Faculty’ and

= Evaluate students’ perceptions to see whether
eserobjectives were met.
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Advantages of elLea rn'/g
—e_Immediacy. essibility of information
provided through eLearning modes such as

WebCT (Robinson & Shakespeare, 1995)

e cLearning allow students to learn efficiently
and effectively with minimal disruption to
their life and work roles (Barnard, 1995) -

o~ this is particularly important for the
\Treasing numbers of part-time students,
S smature-age students and others who
are empleyed full time.
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Adva ntagW%

e To achieve a high level of effectiveness
eLearning materials need to be interactive,
reflective and adaptive (Larillard, 1993).

e Teaching innovations in the form of on-line
curriculum material, self-paced learning and
practical demonstrations will encourage
psychology students to become independent
ersswho experience a range of teaching and

learnifigsmodes (Jones, 1997). .
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Psyc1001 innovations

1. Easy to navigate interface
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Psyc1001 innovations

2. fourteen on-line multiple-chc::ig%gm es (seven
per semester) to assess enifs’ understanding
[ —of-tuterial-and-ectire material as they progress
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Psyc1001 innovations .

3. ‘Flash-modules’ developed.withi
tailored to specific teachi
WL specific tutorials
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4. self-paced exercises that _a_ssess-tex'tf)" aterial;
including interactive dem s, flashcards,
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. Develop a consistent set of online site
shells for four units of study.
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Cognitrve reports avadable for collection
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online components (i.e.

quizzes etc) for four units of study.
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Psyc2011/2012 innoyat
3. Train an on-line ];;m —e

discussion boards.
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Method: Sample = "

9 students (M age =19.2, SD =2.9)

* 200 PSYC2011 (Neuroscience) students (M age =
21.1, 8D =4.9) and

» 115 PSYC2012 (Statistics) students (M age = 22.3,
SD =6.7)

Gender: 70% female and 30% male students

ent: 94% full time students

access:.88% had home access
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Method: Materials

participants completed the on-line
‘Student Evaluation of eLearning’
questionnaire developed for this project.

 Part A: 5 demographic items
e Part B: 11 functional and educational items

\gart C: 3 open-ended questions and an
\aa&sgyisfaction rating

The University of
Sydney College of

Results: Functional
Aspects

S cnts 425

ebsite "Well Organised and Presented"
5=Strongly Agree 1=Strongly Disagree

reported significantly pe0.000

higher ratings of the
WebCT sites in terms of a5

organization and v

navigation PSYC1001 PSYC2011 PSYC2012
° UOS website "Easy to navigate"
- This may be explained by 5=Strongly Agree 1=Strongly Disagree
. . . 425
w;. single navigational p=0.016
p ays-implemented in 4

=

OYEHiZAEIBA of materials.

Results: Educational
Aspects

iscussion moderation motivated me
to getinvolved
5=Strongly Agree 1=Strongly Disagree

€ 1ound eviaence $=0.004

that employing online ~ *»

tutors assisted
pal T

students’ learning in

b PSYC1001 PSYC2011 PSYC2012
the second year units Online tutor's postings helped me make the most of
and encouraged

_ students to benefit . 0000
Nmm the online S
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like more eLearning integrated in future
5=Strongly Agree 1=Strongly Disagree
uc to a greater focus 2<0.000
on developing online ¢
materials for first year, **
we found students 1 mm
were more satisfied A PSYC2011 PSYC2012
With the level Of Overall | would !I(eth!A integration of the UOS
. . 5=Excellent 3=Satis'acio|.'y 1=Very Poor
_online learning 2 —
‘offered. . '
-\-‘h""‘-\-\_ - 375
~ = 35
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Conclusion

e Since we focused most funding on the
development of online educational materials
in first year, and on the online tutors in
second year, our results reflect the positive
impact of these eLearning initiatives.
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