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INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF BIODIVERSITY
Helping to Save the Tasmanian Devil
Year 10 Student Activity

For this activity you will be working in pairs or small groups to analyse some information on the captive
breeding Tasmanian Devil Insurance population and reach sound scientific conclusions.

You will need a copy of the Save the Tasmanian Devil newsletter (March 2010 Issue). This can also be
downloaded from http://www.tassiedevil.com.au/docs/Devilnews_March2010.pdf (852kB)

1. Read the article titled “Captive Population Grows”
2. Complete the following Table using the information in this article

Year Population Births Deaths

2007

2008

2009

3. From this information draw a graph using the grid below to show the increase in population of
Tasmanian Devils in the captive breeding Insurance populations




Tasmanian Devil Captive Population Activity

4. From the information and graph , draw conclusions about the following
a. When should the Insurance Population reach its target population?

b. What are some factors that could affect this and will these mean it will be easier or more
difficult to reach that target?

5. Look through the newsletter and find another article on Insurance populations then answer the
following questions
a. How is this program going to work?
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