ADMISSIONS SUB-COMMITTEE
2:00pm – 4:00pm, Monday 19 March 2018
Room 614/616, Jane Foss Russell Building
Members Present: Associate Professor Tim Wilkinson (Chair); Wencong Chai (Head of Admissions); Peter
Finneran (nominee of Director, Student Recruitment); Imogen Grant (President, SRC); Associate Professor Tony
Masters (Chair, Academic Board); Mary Teague (Head, Widening Participation).
Attendees: Linda Carmichael (Information Management Officer); Dr Matthew Charet (Secretary); Felicity
Kiernan (Head of Admissions (Development); Associate Professor Peter McCallum (Director, Educational
Strategy) (for Item 3.2); Hugh O’Dwyer (Policy/Project Officer, DVC(Education)) (for Item 3.2).
Apologies: Kubra Chambers (Director, Planning and Information Office); Dr Melissa Hardie (Chair,
Undergraduate Studies Committee); Associate Professor Michael Kertesz (Chair, Graduate Studies Committee);
Professor Pip Pattison (DVC (Education)).
1/2018

MINUTES
1

WELCOME AND APOLOGIES
The Chair opened the meeting with an Acknowledgement of Country, welcomed members and noted
apologies as recorded above.

2

STANDING ITEMS
2.1

Report of the Chair
The Chair advised that he had nothing to report.
Resolution ASC 2018/1-1
That the Admissions Sub-Committee note the report of the Chair.

3

ITEMS FOR ACTION
3.1

Terms of Reference
The Chair opened discussion of this item by informing members that at its 28 November 2017
meeting, the Academic Board approved a new committee structure and endorsed draft terms of
reference for the new or revised committees. The terms of reference were intended to be
considered by and endorsed at the first 2018 cycle of committee meetings; hence their inclusion on
the agenda for the current meeting. The final terms of reference for the four Standing Committees of
the Academic Board were approved at the 6 March 2018 meeting of the Academic Board, with subcommittees now being asked to endorse their own terms of reference for approval by the parent
committee.
The Chair of Academic Board provided an outline for the overarching committee structure, which
falls into three broad areas: the Academic Standards & Policy Committee and Admissions SubCommittee establishing the academic framework for the University; the Undergraduate Studies
Committee, Graduate Studies Committee and HDR Scholarships Sub-Committee endorsing course
approvals and candidature-related matters; and the Academic Quality Committee and HDR
Examinations Sub-Committee monitoring progress against academic standards.
In discussion, the oversight of non-award courses was raised, with the Director, Educational
Strategy advising that in 2017 the Academic Board approved the introduction of the Continuing and
Extra-Curricular Education Policy 2017, which relates to Continuing Education, micro-credentialling
and the like. It was observed that at present, these activities are overseen by the Board of
Interdisciplinary Studies and fall outside the remit of the Academic Board. Due to this, it was agreed
that there was no need to amend the Sub-Committee’s terms of reference to include non-award
study.
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The addition of “assumed knowledge” to the admissions criteria was supported.
The Chair observed that in its previous incarnation as a full committee, the Sub-Committee included
in its formal membership three Deans or their nominees, with other faculties represented by cooptation. It was agreed that decanal representation was desirable and need not include all faculties,
and the Chair and Chair of Academic Board would invite representative deans to participate.
The Sub-Committee agreed to endorse the terms of reference, as amended, to the Academic
Standards & Policy Committee for approval, and the Secretary undertook to circulate the amended
terms of reference for noting by members.
Resolution ASC 2018/1-2
That the Admissions Sub-Committee recommend that the Academic Standards & Policy Committee
endorse the Terms of Reference, as amended.
Action 1/2018: Circulate amended terms of reference. Responsible: Secretary. Timing: Before
progression to the Academic Standards & Policy Committee.
3.2

Admissions prerequisites
Associate Professor McCallum (Director, Educational Strategy) and Mr O’Dwyer were in attendance
to speak to this item, which members were advised arose from a desire to clarify and update the
University’s governance instruments. There is currently a degree of ambiguity over who has
approval authority relating to prerequisites for admission (whether Academic Board or Faculty);
there are inconsistencies between undergraduate and postgraduate admission requirements for
English language proficiency; and there is currently a policy gap between how recent school leavers
(RSL) and non-recent school leavers (NRSL) are handled. The Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Education)
has recommended that the Academic Board be confirmed as the approving body for prerequisites
and calls for the initiation of discussion to clarify the identified gaps.
In discussion, the authority for setting pre-published ATARs was raised, with agreement that as
these are a key standard for admission, authority should lie with the Academic Board relying on the
academic expertise in the faculties. Members were informed that the creation of a Coursework
Admissions Policy and procedures from material currently located in other policies, is supported by
the Office of General Counsel. The development of such documents has been initiated by the
Education Portfolio, with draft policy and procedures anticipated to be presented to the Academic
Board before the end of 2018. HDR admissions will remain as presently in the HDR Rule.
It is recommended that Mathematics prerequisites be captured in a separate document, and that
these should be approved by the Academic Board on the recommendation of faculties. Mathematics
requirements for international and domestic students are also currently different, so this will need to
be examined and cleaned up over time, with agreement that it is desirable to have uniform
admission standards for all students. Options are also being explored for students who do not have
the Mathematics prerequisite, and for the treatment of NRSL students in this regard. Ms Kiernan
advised that based on admissions to date, the schools that do not offer 2 Unit Mathematics do not
produce students with ATARs that are competitive for admission to the University. Nevertheless this
is an issue we should address.
Members agreed that the University needs a transparent means to determine admission standards
(including allowances under the special admissions pathways), and it was further agreed that the
Academic Board should have authority in this area.
The Sub-Committee supported the proposed policy amendments and for further work to be
undertaken to address the identified policy and procedural gaps. It was further agreed that the Chair
and Director, Educational Strategy would recommend the composition of a working group to
examine the issues raised.
Resolution ASC 2018/1-3
That the Admissions Sub-Committee endorse:
(1) the in-principle amendment of the Coursework Policy 2014 to clarify the role of the Academic
Board in overseeing admissions prerequisites;
(2) the update of mathematics admissions standards;
(3) changing the policy framework for admissions, including the introduction of admissions
procedures; and
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(4) the convening of a Working Party to consider whether policy changes are required to address
the differences between:
• undergraduate and graduate English language requirements;
• recent and non-recent school leaver admissions requirements; and
• domestic and international student entry requirements.
3.3

Science: E12 in combined science degrees
In discussion, it was agreed that the executive summary for the proposal should be amended to
remove reference to rural background and medical circumstances being considered for E12
admission as these are not included in E12 (which is based on low-SES or financial hardship);
subject to the making of this amendment, the proposal was endorsed for presentation to the
Undergraduate Studies Committee.
Resolution ASC 2018/1/44
That the Admissions Sub-Committee recommend that the Undergraduate Studies Committee:
(1) recommend that the Academic Board approve the proposal from the Faculty of Science to allow
students to enter the Bachelor of Science / Doctor of Dental Medicine and Bachelor of Science /
Doctor of Medicine via the E12 alternative entry pathway; and
(2) approve the amendment of faculty and course resolutions arising from this proposal,
with effect from 1 January 2019.

4

ITEMS FOR NOTING

5

OTHER BUSINESS
5.1

Any Other Business
Members were advised that Felicity Kiernan will be on leave from the end of May until the end of
September.
There being no other business, the meeting ended at 3:39pm.

Next meeting:

2:00pm – 4:00pm, Monday 30 April 2018
Venue to be confirmed

The agenda and papers for this meeting are available from sydney.edu.au/secretariat/pdfs/academic-boardcommittees/admissions/2018/20180319-ASC-Agenda-Pack.pdf.
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