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	Higher Degrees by Research
Examiner’s report on thesis

	Report due date:   

Name of examiner: 

Examiner’s institution: 


Name of student:					SID: 

Faculty:							Date of submission: 

Title of thesis:	    					Degree: 
A	CONTENT AND PRESENTATION OF THESIS
	As described in Clause 8 of Thesis and Examination of Higher Degrees by Research Policy 2015 , the thesis should:
a) be the student’s own work, embodying the results of the work undertaken by the student during candidature; 
b) form a substantially original contribution to the knowledge of the subject concerned;
c) afford evidence of originality by the discovery of new knowledge; and the exercise of independent critical ability; 
d) form a cohesive and unified whole;
e) include a substantial amount of material that may be suitable for publication; 
f) satisfactorily demonstrate that the student is able to identify, access, organise and communicate new and established knowledge; 
g) be written in a standard generally acceptable to the discipline; 
h) be written in English (except where permitted under the University of Sydney (Higher Degree by Research) Rule 2011)

B	RECOMMENDATION
	Please tick no more than one of the following recommendations:
	
	After examination of the thesis and supporting material, I recommend that 
	(1)	The student be awarded the degree without further conditions 	.. |_|

or	(2)	The student be awarded the degree subject to corrections of the thesis to the satisfaction of the University	.. |_|
		Corrections may range in extent from ‘minor’ to ‘major’. Such corrections include errors or omissions in the thesis, which must be corrected but which do not significantly alter the conclusions of the thesis, Corrections may also include additions or deletion of material in the text, tables, figures, or appendices. Changes should, in the opinion of the examiner, not require an additional period of research and should not result in the conclusions of the thesis being significantly altered.  Corrections do not require the thesis to be returned to examiners, but can be adjudicated by the Chair of Examination. 
 
or	(3)	The student not be awarded the degree, but be permitted to resubmit a revised thesis for examination following a further period of study.	…|_|
		The thesis in its current form does not merit award.  There are errors and/or deficiencies that, in the opinion of the examiner, substantially affect the argument or the conclusions of the thesis. Changes may include but are not limited to the provision of extra data or material.  The student demonstrates sufficient ability that, after an additional period of study, a thesis of the required standard may be achieved. Following revision and resubmission, the thesis is re-examined.

		I feel a further period of research extending over  ...     ..... months would be necessary.
		Please indicate whether you would be willing to re-examine a revised thesis if so invited	Yes |_|      No |_|

		Note: This option is not available for a thesis that has already been revised and resubmitted for examination.

or	(4)	The student not be awarded a doctoral degree but be awarded another degree for which they are eligible	…|_|
		The thesis is not considered satisfactory for the award of the degree for which it was submitted, but another degree for which the student is eligible may be awarded instead.

or	(5)	The student not be awarded the degree	…|_|
		The thesis does not merit award of the degree and does not demonstrate sufficient ability by the student for a resubmitted thesis to achieve this merit. For example, the hypothesis and methods may be fatally flawed, therefore rendering the conclusions completely invalid and not capable of being rectified by an additional period of study.

C	RELEASE OF EXAMINER’S NAME AND COMMENTS TO THE STUDENT
	I agree that the University may release my name and report to the student during or after the examination or as required by legislation.  [In exceptional circumstances, the University may withhold information about the examiner]
	
	Examiner name		Date	
	
	Signature………………………………………………………………………………………..

D	GROUNDS FOR RECOMMENDATION
	
	Please complete the following sections. In cases where examiners are not unanimous in their recommendation, this information will form the basis of the decision made by the University on the award or non-award of the degree. Please note that the following boxes will expand according to the amount of text you type.
 
Is the content and presentation of the thesis consistent with the description in Section A of this form?  
Yes…………….|_|	No…………….|_|
	Please state below the grounds on which you base your recommendation. You may also wish to provide suggestions for the next steps in research or improvements for publication that are not required for the award of the degree.








If your recommendation is for options 2 – 5, please provide detailed information relating to your recommendation in the appropriate box below.  Only one section should be completed.

	2)  If the recommendation is to award with corrections, please list below the required corrections.









	3)  If the recommendation is for revision and resubmission of the thesis, please provide a detailed list of your recommended errors and deficiencies that the student is required to address before the thesis can be re-examined.







	4)  If the recommendation is for award to another degree, please provide the reasons for this recommendation.







	5)  If the recommendation is for non-award, please provide reasons for this recommendation.







Please attach additional pages if required

[bookmark: _GoBack]Thank you for completing this report.  You will be informed of the outcome of the examination once a decision has been made by the University.
Revised June 2017
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