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SPECIAL EDITION VOLUME 22 No. 4A - 6 March 1990 

Sir Hermann dead 
Lifetime of service to University 

The Chancellor, Sir Hermann Black, died in hospital on Wednesday 28 February afrer a long illness. 

He is survived by his wife, Lady Goyce) 
Black. 

News of his death was withheld at the 
request of Lady Black uncil afrer his 
private funeral on the morning of 
Monday 5 Mareh. 

A memorial Service is (0 be held at 
Ham on Friday 23 March in rhe Great 
Hall. 

Sir Hermann who was 85, was elected 
Chancellor in May 1970, after a long and 
distinguished association with the 

University as an academic economist 
going back to 1927. 

The University Senate wiU elect the 
next Chancellor of the University at its 
meeting on 2 April. 

Man of eminence, energy and eloquence 
Sir Hermann Black, a Fellow of Senate from 1949 until his death and Chancellor 
of the University of Sydney, was educated at Fott Street Boys' High School. He 
attended the University of Sydney and graduared as Bachelor of Economics in 1927 
with First Class Honours and the University Medal. In the same year he was awarded 
rhe Jones Medal as the best graduare becoming a teacher. He gained his Master of 
Economics degree in 1937, again with First Class Honours. 

In 1933 Hermann Black was appointed (Q 

the Faculty of Economics as Assistant Lecturer, 
becom ing Lectu rer in 1935, uncil 1944, and 
then Senior Lecturer until 1969, the same year 
in which he was eieC[ed Depury Chance llor. 
He was elected Chancellor in May 1970. 

He was a pan- time lecture r in the Faculty 
of Ans from 1965 unc il 1989 and in the 
Facul ty of Economics since 1974. 

From 1936 to 1938 Hermann Black was in 
the United Srates as a Rockefeller Research 
Fellow in the Social Sc iences, working mainly 
at Harvard Unive rsity on the natu re of 
economic analys is and the theo ry of 
monopolistic compet ition. He became 
Economic Adviser [Q the New South Wales 
Treasury, while continuing his work as Lectu rer 
ar the Univers ity. Throughout the Second 
Wo rld War he remained Economic Adviser, 
reporting on such maners as unifo rm taxation 
and loan rais ing fo r post-war gradua tes. He 
partic ipated in preparing the report that led 
to the raising of (he school leaving age [Q 

fifteen. 
In 1951 Hermann Black again visited the 

Uni ted States, unde r the auspices of the Stare 

Continued over 

Sir Hermann al a 1980 gradu:nion ceremony. At 
a ceremony on 28 April 1989 Sir Hermann conferred 
his GO,3001h deg ree, about half Ihe to(al nu mber 
of degrees awa rded al this Uni versity si nce 1856. 

The next issue of the N ews will 
contain tributes (0 Sir Hermann 
from some who worked closely with 
him and knew him well. 
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Sir Hermann Black - man of eminence, energy and eloquence 

Dcpanmcm (0 study the formation of 
American Foreign and Economic Policy. He 
met many leaders of American Government, 
bus iness and education. 

For many years Hermann Black contributed 
significandy ro the University's wo rk in 
current affairs and Adult Education and 
contributed to sim ilar aniviries in other states. 
He was Editor of Am/To/ion Olltlook, 1953-58. 
and from 1938 until 1989 was a news 
commentator for ABC radio. He became a 
nationally known figure as a result of his 
commentaries during the war. 

In 1974 Hermann Black was made a Knight 
Bachelor and in 1986 received the award of 
Companion of lhe O rder of Australia (AC) for 
'service to learning. to education and ro public 
affairs' . 

Among his many honorary positions were 
the following: Member of the Board of Royal 
Prin ce Alfred Hospital ( 1970 -1985), 
Chai rman, Board of the Australian Tax 
Research Foundation, Trustee of the Sir 
Zelman Cowen Australian Universities Trust 
(from 1982), Founder and Patron (from 1977) 
of the Uni ve rsity of Sydney Chancellor's 
Committee and Chairman of (he Australian 
Archaeologica l Institute at Athens. He was 
Patron of the University of Sydney Union. 

Sir Hermann was widely known for his 
oratorical skills which were fostered by his long 
association with broadcasting. In 1982 he was 
awarded the Rotary Vocational Service Award 
as a tribute to his 'warmth of personality and 
unusual powers of communication'. He was 
praised fo r his 'wide influence in professional 

- from the previous page 

and community affairs and his unusual 
versatility as a teacher ' and fo r his abil ity to 
speak to a wide variety of audiences - the 
general public, undergraduates, academics, 
ch ildren and soldiers. Sir Hermann was an 
Honorary Member of the Rota ry Clu b of 
South Sydney. 

Herm ann Black married his second wife 
Joyce in 1963. Her se rvices to the University 
have been recognised by the award to her of 
an Honorary University Fellowship. 

In 1971 the University of Newcastle 
conferred upon Hermann Black the tide of 
Honorary Doccor of Letters. The Universi ty of 
New England in 1988 made him an Honorary 
Docto r of the University and he became an 
Honorary Doccor of the University of Sydney 
in December 1989. 

.... Sir Hermann Black and his wife Lady Bllck with books for an OClOber 
Bookfest. 

Sir Hermann was the founder of the Chancellor's Committee which was 
formed in 1977 to raise money for 'projecLS of University. wide significance'. 
The Commiuee initiated the Baokfest in 1985. More than $20 ,000 was 
raised at the 1989 Bookfest. 

Sir Hermann and Lady Black worked tirelessly for the Committee over 
the past thirteen years. 

Speaking of his wife's support and encouragement , Sir Hermann once 
said: 'There is no Chancellor in me without her' . 

, Sir Hermann during an interview. 

This special edition of the News has been 
prepated by the University News Service, 

Further information about Sir Hermann is 
available from Neville Petersen or Susanne Ainger 
on 692 3167 /8, 

The NewJ is published by the University News Service every Tuesday during the semester. 
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