




    
    

    


    




    
    







    






    
        

        
            
                
                    




    
    
    
	
		






    
        
            

    
        
        
        
            
        
        
    

        

        

        
    




		
			
				
     
         On the ground in Southeast Asia
     

			

			
				
				
     
         Working collaboratively across disciplines to address the region's challenges
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         Supporting research, education and partnerships in Southeast Asia
     





                            

                        

                    

                    
                        
                            




     
         The Sydney Southeast Asia Centre builds on the expertise of and facilitates collaborations between over 400 University of Sydney academics who specialise in Southeast Asia.

     



                            

                            




    
    
    



	
		
		
			Australia and Southeast Asia: it’s a marriage some may have taken for granted, but we haven’t. At the Sydney Southeast Asia Centre, we put our researchers into fields, classrooms and labs across the region to do real work.

From business to education, health, law, and veterinary science, we’re making sure Australia and the region develop together to face the challenges of the 21st century. Our innovative approach reflects Southeast Asia’s rich diversity and growing importance in the world’s geopolitical landscape.

We foster partnerships and collaboration between researchers and practitioners working on critical real-world Southeast Asia issues, such as economic and social reform, infectious diseases and the environment.

Our work makes a real difference by informing decisions in government, industry and the wider community.
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50 years of ASEAN-Australia relations

     



                
                A wrap-up of the major initiatives and bilateral agreements announced at the 2024 ASEAN-Australia Special Summit 
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         Australia-ASEAN Council Grant awarded for cross-cultural project
     



                
                Dr Natali Pearson  was awarded significant funding in the latest round of Australia-ASEAN Council Grants for a cross-cultural capacity-building project on maritime collections across Southeast Asia
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Nickel and lithium: Cooperation or competition with Indonesia?

     



                
                The ‘critical minerals’ bubble has seemingly burst. What does it mean for Australia’s geopolitical strategies?
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Why has it been difficult to create smoke-free areas in Indonesia?

     



                
                Research on the rollout of top-down regulations in Indonesia such as the 2012 smoke-free area regulation shows that the nature and pace of bylaws are often shaped by local-level political priorities.
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         SSEAC writing retreat supports researchers to achieve their goals
     



                
                SSEAC’s popular writing retreat provides postgraduate and early and mid-career researchers an end of year boost.
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         2023 SSEAC Grants Scheme winners announced 
     



                
                SSEAC awards 2023 Grants Scheme funding to early- and mid-career researchers and collaborative research projects.
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Bridging research and policymaking: 6th Conference on Human Rights


     



                
                The Conference on Human Rights provides a platform for academics, activists and practitioners to explore human rights issues in Southeast Asia and beyond.



                


            


            

        


    


    

    
    

    
    

    
    


    
    




                                
                            
                        
                    

                    
                    

                

            

                
                

                    
                    

                        

                        
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                

                                
                                    







    
        
        

    
    
    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    
        

   

        


        

            News_


            10 November 2023


            

                
                

    
        
        
        
            
        
        
    


                

                
                    
                


            

            


            
                
                
     
         Deconstructing disaster risk creation across Indonesian settlements
     



                
                PhD candidate Grace Muir shares the motivation for her research on disaster risk creation processes in the built environment and her experience at the Aceh International Workshop and Expo on Sustainable Tsunami Disaster Recovery held in Yogyakarta, Indonesia.
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         Upcoming events
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         Politics in Action 2024
     



                
                Our annual Politics in Action forum features timely analysis of political affairs in six Southeast Asian countries, for an audience of scholars, students and the general public.



                


            


            

        


    


    

    
    

    
    

    
    


    
    




                                
                            
                        
                    

                    
                    

                

            

                
                

                    
                    

                        

                        
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                

                                
                                    







    
        
        

    
    
    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    
        

   

        


        

            

            


            

                
                

    
        
        
        
            
        
        
    


                

                
                    
                


            

            


            
                
                
     
         
7th Conference on Human Rights

     



                
                The 7th Conference on Human Rights provides a platform for academics, human rights activists and practitioners to explore current human rights issues in Southeast Asia and beyond.
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         Catch up on SSEAC Stories
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         Financial Access and Socio-Economic Development in Indonesia
     



                
                Globally, 1.4 billion people are considered to be “financially excluded,” meaning they cannot safely access appropriate and affordable financial services. Muslim communities have particularly high levels of financial exclusion – for example, Muslim-majority countries have 24% lower participation rates in active borrowing from banks, and 29% lower rates of bank account ownership compared to other countries.

In Indonesia, the world’s largest Muslim majority country, the vast majority of financial enterprises are classified as small to medium enterprises and lack access to capital in the same way as larger corporations. President Joko Widodo has actively sought to promote Islamic finance-based development initiatives, through both grassroots support of Islamic microfinance as well as top-down policy support.


                


            


            

        


    



                

            

                
                

                    
                    

                    
                    

   

        


        

            

            


            

                
                

    
        
        
            
        
        
        
    


                

                
                    
                


            

            


            
                
                
     
         Use of Bacteriophages as Natural Antimicrobials to Manage Bacterial Pathogens in Aquaculture in Vietnam and Australia
     



                
                Aquaculture is the fastest-growing protein production industry globally, with Vietnam one of the top producers and exporters of seafood products. In Vietnam, aquaculture is seen as a means of protecting rural livelihoods threatened by the consequences of climate change on agriculture. But climate change also drives the emergence of marine bacterial pathogens, causing considerable losses to aquaculture production. Traditionally, pathogen blooms have been treated with antimicrobials – but this has resulted in the emergence and spread of antimicrobial resistance in aquaculture settings. So how can we combat these bacterial pathogens without fostering antimicrobial resistance whilst also continuing to produce the seafood needed to meet the world’s protein needs?



                


            


            

        


    



                

            

                
                

                    
                    

                    
                    

   

        


        

            

            


            

                
                

    
        
        
            
        
        
        
    


                

                
                    
                


            

            


            
                
                
     
         Kawi Culture: Exploring Indonesia’s Classical Civilisation
     



                
                Have you ever heard of Kawi? Much of what is considered “classical” in Indonesian history, such as the Borobudur temple complex or the kingdom of Majapahit, is a product of Kawi Culture. In fact, Indonesian society emerged from the ancient traditions of Kawi Culture, which stretch back over a thousand years. The symbols and ideas of Kawi Culture continue to define Indonesian identity, such as in Javanese wayang, Balinese temples, and even the national motto Bhinneka Tunggal Ika, which is quoted from a Kawi poem. So what is Kawi, and why is it the classical civilisation no one has heard of?

To answer these questions, Dr Wayan Jarrah Sastrawan, joins Dr Natali Pearson. Jarrah is a historian who specialises in the premodern history of Indonesia. He has written and spoken widely on the history of Indonesia and Malaysia. His current research focusses on the development of social institutions and state formation in eighth- to tenth-century Java.
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         Sign up for our newsletter
     


        
     
         Get the latest SSEAC news in your inbox
     



        

    






    
    
    

    

    

        
     
         Celebrating our achievements
     


        
     
         Our Yearbooks and 10-year retrospective
     



        

    






    
    
    




    
    
        
        
            







    
        
        

    
    
    
    

    
    

    
    
        

    

        


        

			
	            
            

            

                
                

    
        
        
            
        
        
        
    

                

                
                    
                


            

            

                
                    
                    
     
         SSEAC Stories podcasts
     


                


                
                
                    

                    
                        Catch up on some of the best talks on Southeast Asia!
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    Facts & figures


    
     
         Southeast Asia in focus
     



    	
            
                680 million people 
            
            
                in 11 culturally diverse countries 
            
        
	
            
                8% 
            
            
                of the world’s population on Australia’s doorstep 
            
        
	
            
                5th
            
            
                largest economic powerhouse in the world 
            
        
	
            
                US$3.3  trillion 
            
            
                Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Gross Domestic Product
            
        








    
    
    





    
    
     
         Follow SSEAC on social media
     



    
    
     
         Find out all the latest news and events
     



    
    	
            
                
                    Facebook
                    
                

            
        
	
            
                
                    Twitter
                    
                

            
        
	
            
                
                    Instagram
                    
                

            
        
	
            
                
                    YouTube
                    
                

            
        



    
    








                            






                        

                    

                

            

            
                
                    






                

            

			  
                
                    
                    

                

        

        


    






    



    
    







    










    














    








    
    





