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State-of-the-art milk – our new dairy

Three hundred and twenty individually identified rumens linking their bovine owners to a personal computer delivering a personalised ration? Irrigation at the touch of a button? The new University of Sydney dairy on the Camden campus is an extraordinary example of cutting edge dairy science.

Arguably the most advanced in the state, the new dairy has been designed to facilitate research and teaching while achieving its objective of commercially viability.

Following deregulation of the dairy industry, the three existing University dairies (two commercial and one managed by the Dairy Research Foundation) were eligible for a $1 million compensation package. The University provided an additional $500,000 and all three dairies were combined in a major redevelopment completed in late 2003. The project delivered not only the dairy, it also provided upgraded pasture areas, a sophisticated irrigation system, silage pits, and research and teaching facilities with crush, race and yards.

The dairy milks forty cows at a time. Each cow has an ID bolus in her rumen that registers when she reaches the milking platform, delivering a specific ration. Each milking space has a small computer screen and terminal that measures and records data on every milking. The computers deliver individualised drafting after milking if a cow requires medication, or is needed for teaching or research, and they also control the pivot irrigation system. 

Professor Bill Fulkerson, Chair of Dairy Science, said the dairy was designed to accommodate teaching, with comfortable space for student groups. “Veterinary science and agriculture undergraduates, post graduate students, and academic and research staff are all benefiting enormously from the new complex. It’s taken dairy science into the twenty-first century.”

For further information please contact Libby Greig (02) 99734825 / 0418 194 554 or Jacqueline Booth, Director of the Veterinary Science Foundation, on (02) 9351 8024 / 0419 417 856.
