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New Wildlife Centre to be a world first for Australia
The Hon. Pat Farmer MP, the Federal Member for Macarthur, the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education, Science and Training and the Federal Spokesperson for Western Sydney opened the new Sydney University Wildlife Centre at the Camden Campus.

The Centre which is the first of its kind in Australia will be one of the few University-based veterinary wildlife centres in the world and it has been made possible through funding of  almost $2.2 million from the federal government Sustainable Regions Program  to the University of Sydney Veterinary Science Foundation. 

The Centre will have a profound influence on the research and treatment of Australian wildlife  - both native and exotic within the Asian Region.  It will also house  a clinic for the treatment of reptiles, birds and exotic animals and it has already had treated its first patients. 
There is a growing awareness within the general and scientific communities, both in Australia and overseas, of the urgent need to conserve and protect our unique native animals.  It is planned that the Centre will be world class scientific, teaching and veterinary medical centre devoted solely to the health, welfare and conservation of native fauna. 

Wildlife medicine is also one of the fastest growing areas of interest for veterinary students, both from Australia and overseas, and the Faculty already has considerable strengths in wildlife medicine, pathology and epidemiology, with staff involved in research across a diversity of wildlife and conservation fields.

It is envisaged the WHCC will become not only a focus for all wildlife-related activities within the Faculty and the University of Sydney, but that it will develop and foster relationships with relevant government and non-government organisations, and with the community, for the purposes of research, education and the provision of clinical services. 

The Faculty is a partner in the Pest Animal Control CRC (Cooperative Research Centre), and organisations already in support of the WHCC include the Zoological Parks Board of NSW, National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS), Wildlife Information and Rescue Service (WIRES), and NSW Agriculture.  

As Professor Leo Jeffcott, Dean of the Faculty of Veterinary Science says, “The Wildlife Health and Conservation Centre is a significant initiative conservation and wildlife health.  This new centre heralds a new stage in wildlife education.”
For further information please contact Libby Greig (02) 99734825 / 0418 194 554 or Jacqueline Booth, Director of the Veterinary Science Foundation, on (02) 9351 8024 / 0419 417 856.
