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Distinguished Chancellor, Justice Kim Santow of the University of Sydney

Professor Brown, Vice Chancellor & President of the University of Sydney
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Ladies and Gentlemen, good evening!

On the happy occasion of the splendid dinner party hosted by the University of Sydney, may I have the pleasure, on behalf of all the people to be invited, to express our heartfelt thanks and cordial greetings to our host! Thank you very much indeed for inviting us to such a grand banquet, thank you very much indeed for giving us such a memorable and unforgettable evening, and thank you very much indeed for providing us such a good chance to meet our old friends and to know our new friends! As the Chinese proverb says: “Bosom friends coming from afar, deep joy filling in our hearts.” Tonight is really an exceptional occasion for fruitful interchange of ideas and development of long-lasting friendship in the coming years!
Ladies and gentlemen, why we, coming from different disciplines, coming from different universities, coming from two different countries, are gathering here today in this hall, it is because we have our common language, we have our common mission, and we have our common goal. Higher education is our common language, our common mission is to upgrade our universities into the world-class leading universities, making greater contributions to sustainable economic growth and social development, in order to build our planet into a wealthier, healthier and harmonious world, this is our ultimate goal.
Ladies and gentlemen, we all agree that the desire for a wealthier, healthier and harmonious world is common to all peoples, all nations and all generations. Our past achievement and technological advances make us more optimistic about our future than perhaps at any stage in recent human history. However, one of the main messages I would like to share with you today is the need to recognize that increased longevity without quality of life is an empty prize, we can pass no greater gift to the next generation than a wealthier, healthier and harmonious future. To a wealthier, healthier and harmonious future, persistent increase of GDP and DNP is of great importance, but not enough. To a wealthier, healthier and harmonious future, we should pay great attention to another two indicators, i.e. GNH (Gross National Happiness) and HDI (Human Development Index). It is no doubt that education including higher education is closely related to GDP and GNP, as well as closely related to GNH and HDI. To a wealthier, healthier and harmonious future, the top priority should be investment in people, that means: investment in health, investment in science and technology and investment in education, for which higher education is definitely of key importance.

Yesterday, our Sydney colleagues and my colleagues in the medical school in SJTU had a productive and constructive discussion on the collaboration strategy for the future. One of our major consensus is that: The university should not only give students knowledge, the university should teach students wisdom; The university should not be satisfied by technical skill training, the university should pay great attention to the integrity of students. In another words, the essence of higher education is far beyond teaching knowledge and techniques. The real essence of higher education should be cultivating student’s wisdom and integrity. Now, what wisdom and integrity means in higher education, the wisdom and integrity could be summarized as six ‘L’s:
· Learn how to know

· Learn how to do

· Learn how to be

· Learn how to work with others

· Life-long Learning, and

· Let students have time to do it!

Based on these common understanding, we are trying to develop a new partnerships in new era with new vision and new expectation. We all know that in today’s world higher education and research is global, so strengthening the communication and cooperation between universities in Shanghai and Sydney will, no doubt, play a critical role in the globalization of higher education, and strengthening the connection and collaboration between universities in Shanghai and Sydney will, no doubt, increase the voice of Asia-pacific universities in international scientific community.
Now, what is the foundation for our future collaboration. You see, there are so many similarities between the Universities in Sydney and Shanghai, just taking the University of Sydney and Shanghai Jiao Tong University as an example：

· Both universities have long history: 150 years for Sydney and 110 for SJTU;

· Both universities are of leading universities in the countries, as well as in the world, so-called group of eight in Australia or top ten in China;

· Both universities pay great attentions to education reform and upgrading the quality of education in terms of knowledge, ability and quality;

· Both universities focus on several interdisciplinary research priority programmes in addressing major social, cultural, economic, science and technological problems;
· Both universities emphasize the linkage between universities and industry, enterprises, as well as  community and government policy makers; and

· Both universities are willing to actively participate in international communication and cooperation.

These similarities constitute a solid foundation for our further communication and cooperation.
Yesterday we also tried to develop a collaboration strategy and a workplan, which could be summarized as six ‘S’s:
· Sister education programme including curriculum development and student exchange;

· Sister research programme including joint projects and joint mini-symposia;

· Sister staff development programme including exchange of staff and scientific materials, publications and information;

· The above mentioned three ‘S’s are based on Sister University-ship between SJTU and the University of Sydney, this the fourth S, there is a MOU between both universities;

· Of course, the MOU between both universities are under the umbrella of Sister City-ship between Shanghai and Sydney, this is the fifth S, we expect that both Shanghai and Sydney Governments will give us persistent, consistent, continuing and increasing support;

· The last but not the least, both parties are making strong commitment to sow small  seeds of collaboration as a first step immediately, this is the sixth S, small seeds. With our thorough care, regular watering and adjustment in time together, these small seeds will definitely become big trees with full blooming and fruit growing in the near future!

Six ‘L’s are our common vision, Six similarities are our foundation, and six ‘S’s are our common action, six ‘L’s plus six similarities plus six ‘S’s make our success inevitable! I do believe our cooperation programme will be a win-win porgramme. Six Ls plus six similarities plus six Ss become our double win!
Let conclude my speech using two English proverb and one Chinese proverb, it says:

· If you keep waiting for just the right time, you may never begin. Begin now! Begin where you are with what you are!

· Well beginning, half done!

· Rome was not built in a day!

Ladies and gentlemen, let us shoulder to shoulder, arm in arm, march forward, welcome the day, the day of double win’s. Our aim should be attained, our aim must be attained, and our aim can certainly be attained!
