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School of Humanities





                                



    
     
         Examining the past and the present to comprehend our shared future
     





                            

                        

                    

                    
                        
                            
                            




     
         We engage with a multiplicity of subject areas from Ancient Greek to explorations of gender and the posthuman. What ignites our work is a fascination with the study of humanity.
     



                            

                            
                            




    
    
    



	
		
		
			We bring together experts in archaeology, classics and ancient history, gender and cultural studies, history, linguistics, philosophy and studies in religion.



Our archaeologists span not only the globe but also time, exploring Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories and the extraordinary ruins of medieval Angkor, the Middle East and the archaeology of the Silk Road.



Our classicists and historians are internationally respected researchers in ancient languages, literature and history – from Ancient Rome and Greece to Europe in the Middle Ages, current politics, and new insights into Australian History.



Our researchers in gender and cultural studies have expertise in a wide variety of contemporary themes including sexuality, ethnicity, youth cultures, film and television, the environment and animal-human relations.



Our linguists work on many of the world’s 7000 languages, especially in Asia, to understand how language is applied in social life, and to probe human diversity in history, culture, thought, and practice.



Our philosophers will make you think about everything from the great philosophers of the past to the latest developments in ethics, logic, epistemology, metaphysics and aesthetics.



Our studies in religion specialists are fascinated by the vast diversity of human religious practice, mythologies and beliefs from the ancient to the contemporary world.




		
		

	






    
    
    



	
		
		
			Our disciplines and programs

	Archaeology
	Classics and Ancient History 
	Gender and Cultural Studies 
	History
	Linguistics
	Philosophy
	Studies in Religion


	International and Global Studies program (INGS)



		
		

	






    
    
    

	
     
         Research expertise
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         Humanities research
     


                


                
                
                    

                    
                        We are home to leading scholars in archaeology, classics and ancient history, gender and cultural studies, history, linguistics, philosophy, and studies in religion.
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         Sydney Humanities Magazine
     




                
                

                
                
                    Explore ethno-linguistics in the Himalayas, domestic violence in ancient Rome, eclipse-chasing, archaeology in tropical East Africa, consumer cultures, the philosophy of adoption and the goods of childhood, and a symposium on ritual honouring a gifted student, all in our current edition. 

If you would like a print version simply send us your address and we will send one out to you. 
                


                


                

            


            


        


    



    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    







    
    
    

	
     
         Our people
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                Browse our academic staff
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         Our upcoming events
     






    
    
    



	
		
		
			All the Disciplines and Centres in the School of Humanities are home to lively seminar series. We also host a number of annual lectures throughout the year. Details of our events can be found on the School of Humanities link on the University's What's On calendar.

Please complete this form to register your interest in joining our event mailing lists  and for notifications about events that interest you.


		
		

	






    
    
    

    
    

    
    

        
        
            
            
    
        
            
                
                    History of University Life seminar series
                
            

        


        
            
                Chaired by Julia Horne, University Historian at the University of Sydney and co-convenor of History of University Life.

	Click here to register for the HUL seminar series
	Watch seminars in the series


	Follow HULSeminar on Twitter


 

 



            

        

    


        

        
        

    










                        

                        
                            
                            




    
    
    

    

    

        
     
         Our Research
     


        
     
         Explore our research expertise
     



        

    






    
    
    

    

    

        
     
         Are you a current student?
     


        
     
         Visit our student website
     



        

    








                            
                            




    
    
    





    

        
        
            
     
         Interim Head of School
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         Professor Chris Hilliard
     



            
            
                Visit Professor Hilliard's academic profile
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                            1800 SYD UNI (1800 793 864) (in Australia) 
                        
	
                            +61 2 9351 2862 (outside Australia) 
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         Looking to enrol?
     


        


        
        

            
            

            
            
        


        
        

            
            
     
         Visit the enrolment page on our student site
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         Social media
     



    
    
     
         
     



    
    	
            
                
                    School of Humanities Vimeo channel
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                    Archaeology on Instagram
                    
                

            
        
	
            
                
                    History on Soundcloud: 'How was it really?' 
                    
                

            
        



    
    






    
    
    





    
    
     
         Our SOH magazine
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         SOH Award recipients
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         Latest news
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         Why do we have single sex schools?
     



                
                Tradition and retrograde ideas about social interactions between boys and girls still inform discussions around co-educational versus single-sex schooling, write University of Sydney authors for The Conversation. 
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         Collaboration, mentorship and opportunity: life as a Sydney history student
     



                
                From invigorating classes to influential extra-curricular opportunities, here’s what our students had to share about their experiences studying history at the University of Sydney.
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         Mysterious pearl shells unearthed in French Polynesia
     



                
                Associate Professor James Flexner, archaeologist, returned from a dig in French Polynesia where, together with local community members, he and his team found relics from the country's missionary past. 
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         Professor Annie Clarke honoured with the Rhys Jones medal
     



                
                Professor Annie Clarke received the highest award offered by the Australian Archaeological Association, for outstanding and sustained contribution to the field.


                


            


            

        


    



                        


                    

                        
                        

                            

   

        


        

            News_
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         University of Sydney to host prestigious Congress of HASS 2023
     



                
                The Council for the Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences (CHASS) will meet at the University of Sydney Camperdown campus in the final week of November, 2023, bringing together scholars from around Australia and the world. 
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         Exploring how emoji apps can help teach First Nations languages
     



                
                Kaytetyemoji is a language learning app that helps people learn the endangered Kaytetye language. Honours student Bridey Lea joined the project to help understand how apps can help strengthen First Nations languages for future generations.
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