
The prevalence of textiles and their 
importance to us in contemporary 
life cannot be overestimated. 
This centrality is mirrored back in 
time to their earliest production 
and to the growing appreciation 
of cloth through both time and 
space as endlessly variable and 
useful, culturally significant and 
highly desirable. Consequently 
the trade and exchange of textiles 
proliferated and flourished. While 
the evolution of long distance 
textile trade was a global 
phenomenon, three examples will 
be chosen: 2nd millennium BCE 
Minoan Crete, where beautiful 
cloths were traded to Egypt; the 
renowned Silk Road network along 
which precious silks and other 
Chinese goods headed westwards 
through Central Asia to Europe; 
and, nearer our own era, the 
complex Indian textile trade.

Christina Sumner OAM is a textile historian and was formerly principal curator 
design and society at Sydney’s Powerhouse Museum where she worked with 
the decorative arts and design collection for 28 years. She curated numerous 
exhibitions for the Museum and has written and lectured widely about the textiles 
and other arts of the Asian region in particular. Christina’s research interests 
continue to focus on traditional material cultures.

PUBLIC LECTURE
THE NEAR EASTERN ARCHAEOLOGY FOUNDATION

THURSDAY 17 AUGUST 2017

The Council of the Near 

Eastern Archaeology 

Foundation invite you to our 

series of public lectures.

Thursday 17 August 2017

Centre for Classical and 
Near Eastern Studies of 
Australia (CCANESA)
Level 4 Madsen Building F09 
University of Sydney

6.30 to 7.30pm followed by a 
light supper

Bookings are essential for this 
event. We prefer prepayment by 
11 August 2017.

All prepaid tickets will be available 
at the door.

CARGOES OF CLOTH 

TexTile Trade in The 
ancienT World 
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Please use this section if paying by cheque or money order. If paying by credit card, please use our on-line 
payment system. A link to the payment page can be found on the ‘lectures’ page at the NEAF website.

Name:

Number of Tickets:

Email:

Price: NEAF Members: $30 | Non-Members $40 | NEAF Student Member $15

Please detach this bottom section and mail to: 

NEAF, SOPHI Office, Quadrangle A14, University of Sydney, NSW, 2006. 

Enquires and RSVP: P +61 2 9351 4151 | F +61 2 9114 0921 | E neaf.archaeology@sydney.edu.au


