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Course Information
Table 1: Programs, audition type, and degree information
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Our postgraduate coursework degrees are designed to prepare you for the music 
profession, with a strong emphasis on perfecting your professional performance 
skills.  
The Sydney Conservatorium offers the following postgraduate coursework 
options:

- Graduate Diploma in Music (Performance)
- Master of Music Studies (Performance)
- Master of Music Studies (Opera Performance)

M = Master of, G Dip = Graduate Diploma in

**CRICOS = Commonwealth Register of Institutions 
                         and Courses for Overseas Students     

program is available in this course

program is not available in this course

Chinese Instrumental Performance, Guitar, Historical 
Performance, Organ, Piano (Classical), Saxophone, 

Voice (Classical) 

Classical: Bassoon, Cello, Clarinet, Double Bass, 
Euphonium, Harp, Horn, Oboe, Percussion, 
Trombone, Trumpet, Tuba, Viola, Violin

Program Area Audit ion Type

Orchestral Instrument audition

Non- Orchestral Instrument audition

Jazz Performance audition

Opera Performance audition + interview 
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To study at the Sydney Conservatorium 
of Music, you will need to audition or 
attend an interview.  This can be a 
nerve-racking experience, but it doesn?t 
have to be. An audition is your 
opportunity to show us your abilities, 
and it allows us to assess your skills and 
discuss your commitment. You can 
register for your audition or interview 
when our online audition portal 
Acceptd opens for applications.
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I mage: The Sydney Conser vat or i um of  
Mus i c  bui l di ng



Performance coursework degrees

I mage:  f our  s t udent s  hol di ng t hei r  
i ns t r ument s

Master of Music Studies (Per formance)??
This degree is aimed at musicians who wish to enhance their mastery in music performance and to 
prepare for a career at the highest levels of the performance industry. Principal study areas include 
orchestral and solo instruments, historical performance, and jazz.  ??
??
Graduate Diploma in Music (Per formance)??
This course is designed to meet the needs of advanced graduates and young professional musicians 
who wish to extend their performance skills and knowledge in the context of current professional 
practice. This program may be taken in any of the Conservatorium's instrumental areas. ?
??
Master of Music Studies (Opera Per formance) 
The Master of Music Studies (Opera Performance) is designed to meet the needs of advanced 
graduates and young professional singers who wish to extend their performance skills and knowledge 
in the context of operatic repertoire and current professional practice. 
The principal study area is Opera Performance.  

Principal Study Areas -  Performance?
?

- Brass ? Classical
- Collaborative Piano -  Classical??
- Organ ? Classical??
- Percussion ? Classical?
- Piano ? Classical??
- Strings ? Classical??
- Voice ? Classical??
- Woodwind ? Classical
- Chinese Instrumental Performance
- Historical Performance??
- Jazz Performance
- Opera Performance: MMus Studies (Opera Performance) only??

The audition requirements for each 
principal study area are listed on the 
following pages. We suggest that, if 
possible, you discuss these 
requirements with your teacher prior 
to attending your audition.?

09



You are required to prepare a program presenting 
various styles and periods. This should include: 

1. At least one major 19th or 20th- century 
concerto 

2. One work originally written with piano 
accompaniment 

3. One unaccompanied work 
4. Two characteristic excerpts from the 

standard orchestral repertoire.  

 

All works should be originally written for your 
instrument (no transcriptions or arrangements). 

Note for Tuba candidates  

Tuba candidates should demonstrate both the F or 
E? tuba and the CC or BB? tuba. 

 

Brass -  Classical 
Master of Music Studies (Performance) 
Graduate Diploma in Music (Performance) 

We offer study in:
Horn
Trumpet
Trombone
Euphonium
Tuba

Audit ion Requirements

50 minutes

10



Audit ion Requirements

You are required to prepare a well contrasted 
50- minute recital program, which includes: 

1.  A major work of J.S. Bach 
2. A major Romantic composition.  

It is expected that you will perform the chosen 
works to a high level of excellence and will also 
display well- advanced console management 
skills. 

Your proposed recital program should be 
submitted for approval to the Coordinator of 
Organ Studies,?Philip Swanton ? 
philip.swanton@sydney.edu.au ? at least three 
months prior to the start of the semester in 
which you hope to commence postgraduate 
studies.  

Organ -  Classical 

50 minutes

Master of Music Studies (Performance) 
Graduate Diploma in Music (Performance) 

10
11



Audit ion Requirements 

You are required to prepare a 40 to 50- minute 
program that represents the area in percussion 
performance that you are intending to focus on.  

 

 Audit ion examples  

 

1. If you plan to focus on the marimba, you 
should perform major works or concerti 
for marimba.  

2. If you plan to focus on orchestral 
percussion, you should perform: 
I. Orchestral excerpts on snare 

drum, timpani, mallet keyboards, 
aux percussion 

II. A  J.S. Bach transcription on 
marimba. 

  

If you are interested in studying a wide range of 
repertoire, you should perform pieces reflecting 
this diversity: for example, works for mallet 
keyboards, timpani, and multiple percussion. 

12

Percussion -  Classical 

50 minutes

Master of Music Studies (Performance) 
Graduate Diploma in Music (Performance) 



Audit ion Requirements 

You are required to prepare the following program 
for your application: 

 Audit ion 

- You are required to perform a 50- minute 
recital of freely chosen works which must 
include a major work of at least 15 minutes. 
Any complete major work of a minimum 
15- minute duration by any composer will be?
acceptable.? 

All works should be performed from memory, 
except for complex contemporary works. 

Sight reading /  Shor t Study 

- In addition to the 50- minute recital, you will 
be assessed in the following:? 

Live audit ion

- a sight- reading assessment. 

Video audit ion?

- a short study assessment.? 

You will be sent a short study  upon receipt of 
your video audition registration and at least two 
weeks before the application deadline. You are 
required to prepare, record and upload the short 
study assessment prior to the program. The 
details of the short study and how to upload will 
be sent to your Acceptd 'messages.'  

13

Piano -  Classical 

50 minutes

Master of Music Studies (Performance) 
Graduate Diploma in Music (Performance) 



Audit ion Requirements for 
Per formance Degrees

You are required to?perform: 

 

1. A work for solo piano with at least two 
contrasting movements or two different 
contrasting works 

2. At least two contrasting art songs with a 
vocalist (the applicant to provide the vocalist) 

3. At least two contrasting movements from a 
sonata with an instrumentalist (the applicant 
to provide the instrumentalist). This could 
include contrasting movements from two 
different sonatas. 

 

You should also be prepared for: 

- Sight reading with an associate artist 
(provided).

- Sight singing and reading simultaneously.   

14

Collaborative Piano -  Classical 

50 minutes

Master of Music Studies (Performance) 
Graduate Diploma in Music (Performance) 



Violin, Viola, Cello, Double Bass

You are required to?prepare a 50- minute 
program including:
 

1. A major sonata or concerto, or 
movements from either 

2. A virtuoso piece 
3. A movement of solo Bach 

Guitar

You are required to perform?a 40 to 50- minute 
program of contrasting works, including:? 

1. A 20th?century sonata (complete, or 
one or more movements) 

2. A work by J.S. Bach 

Harp

You are required to perform a 50- minute 
recital of varied styles, including at least one 
major solo or concerto repertoire work, at the 
level of a senior undergraduate or final recital. 

15

We offer study in:
Violin
Viola
Cello
Double Bass
Harp

Strings -  Classical 

Audit ion Requirements

50 minutes

Master of Music Studies (Performance) 
Graduate Diploma in Music (Performance) 



16

Audition Requirements

Audit ion  

You are required to prepare a program comprising a 
30- minute recital of advanced and varied works 
performed to a high level of excellence and exhibiting 
a variety of languages. 
The audition would generally include a 
representation of the general art song repertoire.  

 All works should be performed from memory. 

Interview  

In an interview following the performance, a 
proposed plan of study will be discussed.  

Note: you do not need to book a separate time for 
this interview. 

Voice -  Classical 

35 minutes

Master of Music Studies (Performance) 
Graduate Diploma in Music (Performance) 



Audition Requirements

You are required to prepare a 30- minute recital of 
advanced and varied works, performed to a high 
level of excellence.  

 Up to 15 minutes of this recital can be 
unaccompanied. The recital must include one major 
work from the repertoire. 

 If you would like more advice about appropriate 
repertoire choice, please contact the staff listed for 
your instrument here.  

17

We offer study in:
Bassoon
Clarinet
Flute
Oboe
Saxophone

Woodwind -  Classical 

30 minutes

Master of Music Studies (Performance) 
Graduate Diploma in Music (Performance) 

https://www.sydney.edu.au/music/about/our-people/academic-staff.html
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Audit ion Requirements 

A 40 to 45- minute recital recording including one 
ensemble work (own choice) and three contrasting 
solo works (as specified below): 

- One traditional solo piece
e.g. A flowery moonlit night by the Spring River
? ? ? ? ?  for pipa 

- One contemporary piece (after 1980s)
 e.g. The Scenery of Tianshan Mountain ? ? ?
?  for erhu 

- One improvisational work
e.g. Innovate within the framework of tradition 
(?now avaran- e sonnati: bringing newness to 
tradition?) for tar 

Chinese Instrumental Performance

We offer study in:

- Erhu? ? ?(two- string bowed fiddle)?
- Daji? ? ?(Chinese percussion)?
- Honghou? ? ?(Chinese Harp)?
- Pipa? ?  (four- string plucked lute)?
- Yangqin? ? ?(hammered dulcimer)?
- Sheng? ?(bamboo flute)?
- Zheng? ? ?(21- string zither)?
- Zhongruan? ? ?(lower- pitched 

four- string plucked lute)?
Zhudi? ? ?(horizontal bamboo flute)?

- Other?(e.g. tar, koto, biwa)?

40-45 minutes

Master of Music Studies (Performance) 
Graduate Diploma in Music (Performance) 
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Audition Requirements 

You are required to prepare a program of 
works totalling 50 minutes of material at the 
level of a senior?undergraduate or final 
recital,?demonstrating musical and technical 
excellence.  

 You are also required to have?specialised 
accompaniment at the audition ? clavichord, 
harpsichord, fortepiano, or 
nineteenth- century piano. Please specify 
your keyboard instrument for 
accompaniment in your audition application.  

 If you experience difficulties in obtaining an?
accompanist, you may contact?Dr Daniel 
Yeadon, Senior Lecturer in Historical 
Performance.

Historical Performance

We offer study in
Historical Performance Instrument:

String instruments: violin,viola, cello, viola da 

gamba, violone, bass?

Plucked instruments: lute, theorbo, guitar, harp?

Wind instruments: recorder, flute, oboe, clarinet, 

bassoon, cornetto

Brass instruments: trumpet, horn, sackbut?

50 minutes

Historical Performance Keyboard:
Harpsichord, chamberorgan, clavichord, 
fortepiano, 19th- century piano?

Historical Performance Vocal:
All types

Master of Music Studies (Performance) 
Graduate Diploma in Music (Performance) 
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Jazz Performance

Audit ion Requirements

Candidates are required to demonstrate Jazz 
Performance acumen by:  

 Playing/ singing a jazz standard ?  

- 1 chorus melody; and  
- 2 choruses improvisation 

Playing/ singing the chord type arpeggios off each scale 
degree of a major scale, for example: 

- C major Scale: Cmaj9, Dm9, Em9, Fmaj9, G7, 
Am9, Bm9b5.
Two octaves ascending /  descending in quavers 
BPM100 (One octave for vocalists) 

Playing/ singing the chord type arpeggios off each scale 
degree of a melodic minor scale, for example: 

- C melodic Minor Scale:  Cmin9, Dm9, Ebmaj+9, 
F9, G+9, Am9b5, B7alt  
Two octaves ascending /  descending in quavers 
BPM100 (One octave for vocalists)

 
Candidates are also required to write a brief description 
of their experience in ? 

- Performing jazz music, i.e. how many years 
playing jazz, large ensemble, small ensemble  

- Writing jazz ensemble arrangements 

20 minutes

Master of Music Studies (Performance) 
Graduate Diploma in Music (Performance) 

We offer study in:
Bass  
Brass  
Drums 
Guitar  
Piano  
Vibraphone  
Woodwind  
Voice 
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Audition Requirements

Audit ion  

You are required to present a varied program of at 
least three arias at an advanced level of difficulty and 
to a high standard of excellence.  

 All pieces must be performed from memory.   

Interview  

Live audition
In an interview following your performance, a general 
discussion of your current experience and future 
goals will be explored. This interview does not have a 
separate booking time.  

Video audition 
You will be notified of the result of your video 
audition.?Successful applicants will then be invited to 
attend a Zoom interview (approximately 15 minutes) 
for a general discussion of your current experience 
and future goals.  

 

Opera Performance

30 minutes

Master of Music Studies (Opera Performance) 



        Connect with us
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Contact Us

+61 2 9351 1222 (option 6)

con.apply@sydney.edu.au

sydney.edu.au/ music

1 Conservatorium Rd, Sydney
(just off Macquarie Street -  look for the castle)

facebook.com/ sydneycon

instagram.com/ sydneycon

youtube.com/ @sydneycon

mailto:con.apply@sydney.edu.au
http://sydney.edu.au/music
https://www.instagram.com/sydneycon/
https://www.youtube.com/@sydneycon


Produced by the Sydney Conservatorium of 
Music, 2024. 

The University of Sydney reserves the right 
to make alterations to any information 
contained within this publication without 
notice. 

This document was last updated: April 2024 

For more information
Sydney Conservatorium of Music
+61 2 9351 1222 (option 6)
con.apply@sydney.edu.au
sydney.edu.au/ music C
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