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Pacific international

arbitration -
Symposium

About the symposium

Building on Reyes & Gu (eds), The
Developing World of Arbitration: A
Comparative Study of Arbitration
Reform in the Asia-Pacific (Hart, 2018),
this symposium examines more recent
challenges for international commercial
arbitration (ICA), especially the
proliferation of international
commercial courts, the 2018 UN
Convention on enforcement of
mediated settlement agreements, and
dispute resolution for the Belt & Road
initiative. The main focus is on Hong
Kong and Singapore (competing
jurisdictions in the top "Stage 4" for ICA
venues, as identified by Reyes & Gu),
Australia (a "Stage 3" venue), China
and Japan ("Stage 2" venues).

The symposium will also compare
approaches in these jurisdictions to
investor-state dispute settlement (ISDS).
Building on Chaisse and Nottage (eds)
International Investment Treaties and
Arbitration Across Asia (Brill, 2018),
participants will chart evolving treaty
practices and high-profile ISDS cases
(including eg in Indonesia), assess
whether these do or might impact on
public attitudes even towards ICA or
other forms of arbitration, and explore
alternatives or complements to ISDS.
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