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The University of Sydney Law School  
Expression of Interest - Higher Degree by Research

Entry into a higher degree by research (HDR) program is highly competitive. Scholarship applicants must hold a First Class Honours or equivalent degree with a strong track record of relevant research, publication and/or professional experience. 
ADMISSION APPLICATION STEPS

1. Submission of an Expression of Interest Form

2. Making a formal application admission – Find a course https://sydney.edu.au/ 
Prior to making a formal application for admission, applicants must provide the information requested on this form. The Associate Dean (Research Education) will consider the Expression of Interest on the basis of the applicant’s eligibility to enter a HDR program and research supervision capacity within the relevant research area. 

ELIGIBILITY 

Before completing this Expression of Interest Form, please ensure that you satisfy the minimum entry requirements:
University of Sydney Law School Handbook http://sydney.edu.au/handbooks/law/ 
University of Sydney (Higher Degree by Research) Rule 2011 (as amended) http://sydney.edu.au/policies/ 
Applicants who are not academically qualified to undertake a research degree may consider pursuing their research interests through coursework study before progressing to a research degree. The coursework program (Find a course https://sydney.edu.au/) provides students an opportunity to enhance their expertise in the proposed area of research by allowing them to complete research projects in related units of study. 
DOCUMENT CHECKLIST
The Expression of Interest Form accompanied by:

(  Full research proposal (approximately 10 pages)

(  Academic transcripts (including English translated academic transcripts)

(  Evidence of your English proficiency https://sydney.edu.au/study/admissions/apply/entry-requirements.html 

(  Evidence of publications and relevant research/professional experience

SUBMISSION

By email to: 
Postgraduate Law Programs



E: law.postgraduate@sydney.edu.au 

Due date: 
At least 3 months prior to the formal application closing date
1. Personal Details
	Last Name: 
	Given Names:

	Title:   Mr / Miss / Ms / Dr
	Sydney University Student ID (if any): 

	Are you an Australian citizen or permanent resident?   

( Yes     (   No
	Nationality: 

	Email: 
	Mobile:

	Date of Birth :
	


2. Application Details
Application for:

(  Doctor of Philosophy
(  Master of Laws (available to law graduates only)

(  Master of Criminology
Proposed Commencement Date:

(  1 March
Year: 20____ 
(  1 July
Year: 20​​____
Your previous or current enrolment in a research degree
(   I have been awarded a research degree. Please provide details: 
	Degree:
	University:
	Faculty:

	Course Start Date:
	Course Award Date:
	Attendance:  Part-time / Full-time

	Thesis title
	

	Supervisors
	Lead Supervisor:
	Supervisor:


(   I am currently enrolled in a research degree. 

( I intend to complete my research degree at the current University before applying to enrol at Sydney Law 
School; or


( I intend to apply to transfer my research degree from the current University to Sydney Law School.

Please provide details:
	Degree:
	University:
	Faculty:

	Course Start date:
	Expected Completion Date:
	Attendance:  Part-time / Full-time

	Total number of semester enrolments:
	Lead Supervisor:
	Supervisor:

	Thesis title
	


3. Academic Qualifications
Please list all academic qualifications you have attempted and attach academic transcripts which clearly indicate:
(  Grades of all units of study attempted
(  University grading information

(  Award and/or graduation date

(  English translated academic transcripts (if applicable)

Academic Qualification 1

	Degree Level
	(  Bachelor     (  Master     ( Doctoral

	Degree Name
	

	Degree Type
	(  Coursework     (  Research 

	Name of University
	The University of 

	Country of University
	

	Class of Honours
	( First  (  Second (  Pass (  Honours not available for this degree

	Overall course grade average
	GPA:                  out of a total of 

	
	Weighted Average Mark:                            %

	Completed substantial research? e.g. honours thesis, treatise
	Grade:



	
	Word length:

	Graduation Date:
	Month:                                Year:

	Course Duration (Full-time or equivalent)
	Years:

	Instructions were given in English?
	(  Yes      (  No


Academic Qualification 2
	Degree Level
	(  Bachelor     (  Master     ( Doctoral

	Degree Name
	

	Degree Type
	(  Coursework     (  Research 

	Name of University
	The University of 

	Country of University
	

	Class of Honours
	( First  (  Second (  Pass (  Honours not available for this degree

	Overall course grade average
	GPA:                  out of a total of 

	
	Weighted Average Mark:                            %

	Completed substantial research? e.g. honours thesis, treatise
	Grade:



	
	Word length:

	Graduation Date:
	Month:                                Year:

	Course Duration (Full-time or equivalent)
	Years:

	Instructions were given in English?
	(  Yes      (  No


Academic Qualification 3
	Degree Level
	(  Bachelor     (  Master     ( Doctoral

	Degree Name
	

	Degree Type
	(  Coursework     (  Research 

	Name of University
	The University of 

	Country of University
	

	Class of Honours
	( First  (  Second (  Pass (  Honours not available for this degree

	Overall course grade average
	GPA:                  out of a total of 

	
	Weighted Average Mark:                            %

	Completed substantial research? e.g. honours thesis, treatise
	Grade:



	
	Word length:

	Graduation Date:
	Month:                                Year:

	Course Duration (Full-time or equivalent)
	Years:

	Instructions were given in English?
	(  Yes      (  No


4. English Language Proficiency
Did you complete a Bachelor and/or Master’s degree which was taught and assessed in English within the past 5 years?

(  Yes               

(  No - please provide details of your English language proficiency test undertaken within the last two years

	Name of Test
	( IELTS     ( PTE     (   TOEFL 

	Date of Test
	

	Overall Score (please also attach)
	

	Score of Written English Component
	


Please refer to English language requirements https://sydney.edu.au/study/admissions/apply/entry-requirements.html
5. Proposed Research
Please provide a detailed research proposal (approximately 10 pages)
	Proposed research title
	


The research proposal must include:

(  Proposed research title

(  Aims of the research

(  Background to the research, including a brief reference to the relevant literature and law (including case law where appropriate)

(  A clear statement of the area to be researched

(  Rationale for the research and a statement of why it is significant
(  Working hypotheses or research questions
(  Research methodology including theoretical and empirical considerations for the research

(  Thesis completion timetable

(  Statement indicating how you will be able to sufficiently fund your proposed field work or overseas study/research. Explain why this work is essential for completion of your thesis.
Do you have a preferred supervisor(s) for your thesis? If so, please provide the name(s).

	Preferred Supervisor 1 (Lead)
	

	Preferred Supervisor 2
	


Please note the decision on the appointment of supervisors is determined by the Associate Dean (Research Education) based on research supervision capacity within the relevant research area.
Please address the following:

	Why undertake the proposed research in Australia?
	International Applicants Only:

	Explain how your proposed research is relevant to Australian Law?
	International Applicants Only

	List the type of library, data and human resources and/or specialist facilities, services or books available in Australia which would adequately support your proposed research. 
	All applicants:

	Do you require specialist books, periodicals or software or equipment which are essential to your research, but are not normally available or are difficult to obtain at the University? Please visit Student IT
	All applicants:

	Note: It is not possible to consider applications in cases where applicants are unable to provide evidence of sufficient resources.


6. Relevant Professional Experience

Position 1

	Position
	

	Employer
	

	Employment Status
	(  Full-time     (  Part-time

	Commencement Date
	

	Employment Duration
	

	Role Description
	


Position 2

	Position
	

	Employer
	

	Employment Status
	(  Full-time     (  Part-time

	Commencement Date
	

	Employment Duration
	

	Role Description
	


Summary of career since graduation
	


7. Research and Publications
Original research and publication details (written in English). Please attach additional statement as required.

Research Projects
Research Project 1
	Title
	

	Type
	(  Book     ( Journal     ( Conference Paper

	Submission Date
	

	Your Contribution
	(  Sole Author     ( Main Author     (  Co-author


Research Project 2
	Title
	

	Type
	(  Book     ( Journal     ( Conference Paper

	Submission Date
	

	Your Contribution
	(  Sole Author     ( Main Author     (  Co-author


Publications
Publication 1

	Title
	

	Type
	(  Book     ( Journal     ( Conference Paper

	Publication Date
	

	Publisher
	

	Your Contribution
	(  Sole Author     ( Main Author     (  Co-author


Publication 2

	Title
	

	Type
	(  Book     ( Journal     ( Conference Paper

	Publication Date
	

	Publisher
	

	Your Contribution
	(  Sole Author     ( Main Author     (  Co-author


8. To be completed by the Associate Dean (Research Education)

Is this applicant eligible to proceed to the next stage of making a formal application for admission?

(  Eligible                                    (  Not Eligible

(  Decision pending – refer to ______________________________ (Name) for further assessment.
Comments
	

	Signature:
	Date:
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